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 ‘[arovenour the ministry of the 
rpostle Paul, his exertions and those 
»f his colleagues were impeded, and 
the faith of believers generally was 
severely tried, by the continuance of 
the Jewish establishment. This was 
»erhaps the greatest of all obstacles to 
bio progress of Christianity. The per- 
ecutions raised by heathen opponents, 
n the cities of Europe and Asia to which 
he gospel was brought, were generally 
umultuous in their character: they 
peedily subsided, and the ministers of 
‘hrist when driven from a city could 
enerally console themselves with the 
thought, that at the expense of some 
ersonal suffering they had been the 
nstruments of collecting a church of 
new and promising converts. The 
ersecution excited by Nero was con- 
ined apparently to the city of Rome ; 
+ was but one of the manifestations of 
hat habitual cruelty which caused him 
30 be universally detested, and it had 
nothing in it systematic. But the 
mierarchy of Judea was a compact, 
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energetic, and determined body, whose 
influence was extensive, and whose 
hostility was constant and unmitigable. 
The continued presentation of the 
sacrifices prescribed by the Mosaic law, 
was the perpetuation of a system which 
ought at the coming of the Messiah to 
pass away. The magnificent temple- 
worship and its concomitants seemed 
to furnish demonstration that Jesus was 
not the Messiah for whom the fathers 
had looked, who was to subdue the 
foes of Israel, place all things on a new 
and permanent basis, and reign in 
unprecedented prosperity. The epistle 
to the Hebrews was written to Jewish 
Christians whose faith was exposed to 
peril from these discouragements ; it 
was intended principally to preserve 
them from that apostacy to which the 
ascendancy of Judaism, and the national 
homage rendered to it were adapted. to 
lead. It showed them therefore the 
superiority of Jesus, the Son of God, 
over all other objects of hereditary 
veneration ; the superiority of his 
K 
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priesthood, of the new covenant ratified | appeared impossible to govern. It may 


by-his blood, and of his sacrifice, over 
the sacred institutions and rites of that 
dispensation which was about to vanish 
away; and the importance of an en- 
during faith, which could sustain trial 
and surmount difficulties, the whole 
argument issuing in the pertinent sen- 
tences, “We have an altar, whereof 
they have no right to eat who serve the 
tabernacle. For the bodies of those 
beasts whose blood is brought into the 
sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are 
burned without the camp; wherefore 
Jesus also, that he might sanctify the 
people with his own blood, suffered 
without the gate. et us go forth 
therefore unto him without the camp, 
bearing his reproach.” 

At length the time came for the sub- 
version of that system the design of 
which had been accomplished, and which 
could now only mislead and injure. 
The performance of the rites which 
were no longer acceptable to God or 
beneficial to men was to be rendered 


impossible. .The sign of the Son of | 


man in heaven was to be seen—the 
evident token that the insulted and 
crucified King of Israel was in the 
possession of sovereign power—in con- 
formity with his own prediction exer- 
cising his judicial and royal authority, 
saying, “Those mine enemies who 
would not that I should reign over 
them, bring hither and slay them before 
me.” 

It was not however by the agency 
of his own avowed and obedient subjects 
that this was effected—his servants do 
not fight, as he intimated to Pilate—but 
in accordance with his usual plan, by 
the instrumentality of his foes. Hight 
centuries before the Assyrian had been un- 
consciously “the rod of his anger,” and 
now the Romans were induced to depart 
from the usual line of their policy towards 
a conquered nation, and set themselves 
to lay desolate a territory which jt 
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be acceptable to the reader to see the 


Roman account of the origin of the 


war, which harmonizes remarkably in 


notices of public affairs which we find 
in the New Testament. 


all important particulars with the brief — 


It was in the reign of Tiberius that 


our Lord exercised his public ministry, 
and that the Jewish rulers consum- 
mated the tremendous crime of deliver- 
ing over their Messiah to the Romans 
to be crucified. 
Tiberius,” says Tacitus, “things re- 
mained in a state of tranquillity. - Ca- 
ligula ordered his statue to be erected 
in the temple. The Jews rather than 
submit had recourse to arms. Caligula 
was assassinated, and the contest died 
with him. In the following reign, the 
Jewish kings being either dead, or their 
dominion reduced to narrow limits, the 
rest of Judea was converted into a 
Roman province. Claudius committed 
the administration to Roman knights, 
or to his favourite freedmen. Antonius 
Felix was of the latter description; a 
man who, from low beginnings rose to 
power, and, with the true genius of a 
slave, exercised the tyranny of an 
eastern prince. He married Drusilla, 
the granddaughter of Antony and 
Cleopatra.”* 

It was this Felix who trembled when 


Paul reasoned before him “ of righteous- 


“During the reign of 


ness, temperance, and judgment to — 


come ;” and who “hoped that money 
should have been given him by Paul 


that he might loose him ;’—one of — 


whom Tacitus says in another of his 


works, “This man did not think it ne- _ 


cessary to prescribe any restraint to his 
own desires. He {considered his con- 
nexion with the emperor’s favourite ag 
a licence for the worst of crimes. The 
Jews, it is true, with a spirit little short 
of open rebellion, had refused, in the 
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reign of Caligula, to place the statue 
of that emperor in the temple. In- 
telligence of his death arrived soon 
after; but even that event was not 
sufficient to allay the ferment. Future 
princes might have the same ambition, 
and the dread of a similar order kept 
the province in agitation. Felix in- 
flamed the discontents of the people by 
improper remedies; and Ventidius 
Cumanus, to whom a part of the pro- 
vince was committed, was ready to co- 
operate in any wicked project. The 
Galileans were under the control of 
Cumanus; Felix governed the Sama- 
ritans. Those two nations, always 
fierce and turbulent, were at variance 
with each other, and now when they 
despised their governors, their animosity 
broke out with redoubled fury. 

“They waged a predatory war; laid 
waste each other’s lands, rushed from 
their ambuscade to sudden encounters, 
and, at times, tried their strength in 
regular engagements. The plunder of 
the war was given up to their rapacious 
governors, who therefore connived at 
the mischief. The disorders of the pro- 
vince grew to an alarming height, inso- 
much that the two governors were forced 
at last to have recourse to arms in order 
to quell the tumult. The Jews resisted, 
and numbers of the Roman soldiers 
were massacred in the fray. Quadratus, 
who commanded in Syria, saw the 
danger of an impending war, and to re- 
store the public tranquillity, advanced at 
the head of his forces. The insurgents, 
who rose in arms against the Roman 
soldiers, were punished with death. 
That measure was soon decided ; but 
the conduct of Felix and Cumanus held 
the general in suspense. Claudius, duly 
apprised of the rebellion, and the causes 
from which it sprung, sent a commission 
directing an inquiry with power to try 
and pronounce judgment on the two pro- 
vincial ministers. ‘To make an end of 
all difficulties, Quadratus placed Felix 
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on the tribunal among the judges, and, 
by that measure, sheltered him from 
his enemies. Cumanus was found guilty 
of the crimes committed by both, and 
in this manner the peace of the province 
was restored.” * 

To Felix succeeded Porcius Festus, of 
whom the Roman historian says nothing ; 
but he proceeds with hisnarrative thus :— 

“The Jews, though harassed by 
various acts of oppression. continued to 
give proofs of their patient spirit, till 
Cassius Florus, in the character of pro- 
curator, took upon him the administra- 
tion of the province. Under him a 
war broke out. Cestius Gallius, the 
governor of Syria, endeavoured to crush 
the revolt. He fought a number of 
battles, in most of them unsuccessful. 
After his death, which was perhaps 
hastened by disappointment and vexa- 
tion, Vespasian, by the appointment of 
Nero, succeeded to the command. Sup- 
ported by his great military character, 
and the good fortune that attended his 
arms, with the additional advantage of 
able officers under him, that general, in 
two summer campaigns, overran the 
whole country, and made himself master 
of all the inferior cities. Jerusalem 
was the only place that held out. In 
the following year, the war with Vi- 
tellius engaged his attention, and the 
Jews enjoyed an interval of repose. 
The peace of Italy being at length re- 
stored, foreign affairs demanded his 
immediate care. The Jews were the 
only nation that refused to submit. 
The obstinacy of that stubborn people 
filled Vespasian with resentment. But 
what sudden emergencies might involve 
a new reign in difficulties, could not be 
foreseen. In order to be prepared for 
all events, Vespasian judged it the 
wisest measure to leave his son Titus at 
the head of the army. The prince, as 
already mentioned, encamped under the 
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walls of Jerusalem, and drew out his | 
legions in the face of the enemy. 

“The Jews appeared in force on the 
plains under the ramparts, determined, 
if successful, to push their advantage, 
and if obliged to give ground, sure of a 
retreat within their fortifications. The 
Roman cavalry, with a detachment from 
the light-armed cohorts, advanced to 
the attack. A battle was fought, but 
with ‘doubtful success. The Jews took 
shelter within their walls, venturing 
however for several days afterwards, to 
sally out in small parties, till, tired by 
repeated losses, they resolved to shut 
themselves up within their fortifications. 
Titus prepared to carry the place by 
storm. ‘To linger before it, till famine 
compelled a surrender appeared un- 
worthy of the Roman name. The 
soldiers were eager to brave every 
danger : courage, ferocity, and the hope 
of gaining the rewards of victory, in- 
spired the whole army. Titus had his 
private motives: Rome was before his 
eyes ; wealth and magnificence dazzled 
his imagination ; and pleasure had its 
allurements. If the city was not taken 
by assault, a siege in form would detain 
him too long from the splendid scene 
that lay before him. But Jerusalem 
stood upon an eminence, difficult of ap- 
proach. The natural strength of the 
place was increased by redoubts and 
bulwarks, which even on the level plain 
would have made it secure from insult. 
Two hills that rose to a prodigious 
height, wereinclosed by walls constructed 
with skill, in some places projecting 
forward, in others retiring inwardly, 
with the angles so formed that the 
besiegers were always liable to be an- 
noyed in flank. The extremities of the 
rock were sharp, abrupt, and craggy. 
In convenient places near the summit, 
towers were raised sixty feet high, and 
others on the declivity of the sides 
rose no less than a hundred and twenty 
feet. These works presented a spectacle 
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eye they seemed to be of equal eleva- — 


tion. Within the city there were other 
fortifications inclosing the palace of 
the kings. Above all was seen, con- 
spicuous to view, the tower Antonia, so 
called by Herod, in honour of the 
triumvir, who had been his friend and 
benefactor. 

“The temple itself was a strong for- 
tress, in the nature of a citadel. The 
fortifications were built with consum- 
mate skill, surpassing in art as well 
as labour, all the rest of the works. 
The very porticos that surrounded it 
were a strong defence. A perennial 
spring supplied the place with water. 
Subterraneous caverns were scooped 
under the rock. The rain-water was 
saved in pools and cisterns. It was 
foreseen by the founders of the city 
that the manners and institutions of the 
nation, so repugnant to the rest of 
mankind, would be productive of fre- 
quent wars ; hence so many precautions 
against a siege. Since the reduction of 
the place by Pompey, experience taught 
the Jews new modes of fortification ; 
and the corruption and venality that 
pervaded the whole reign of Claudius 
favoured all their projects. By bribery 
they obtained permission to rebuild 
their walls. The strength of the works 
plainly showed that in profound peace 
they meditated future resistance. The 
destruction of the rest of their cities 
served to increase the number of the 
besieged. A prodigious conflux poured 
in from all quarters, and among them 
the most bold and turbulent spirits of 
the nation. The city by consequence 
was distracted by internal division. 
They had three armies and as many 
generals. The outward walls forming 
the widest extent, were defended by 
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Simon: John, otherwise called Bar-_ 


gioras, commanded in the middle pre- 


cinct: Eleazar kept possession of the _ 


temple. The two former commanded 


as a 
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the greatest number of soldiers; the 
latter had the advantage of situation. 
The three parties quarrelled among 
themselves. Battles were fought within 
the walls ; stratagems were practised ; 
conflagrations destroyed parts of the 
city, and a large quantity of grain was 
consumed in the flames. Under colour 
of performing a sacrifice, John contrived 
to send a band of assassins, to cut off 
Eleazar and his whole party in one 
general massacre. By this atrocious 
deed he gained possession of the temple. 
From that time two contending factions 
threw every thing into confusion, till 
the enemy at their gates obliged them 
to unite in their common defence. 

“Portents and prodigies announced 
the ruin of the city: but a people, 
blinded by their own national super- 
stition, and with rancour detesting the 
religion of other states, held it unlawful 
by vows and victims to deprecate the 
impending danger. Swords were seen 
glittering in the air; embattled armies 
appeared, and the temple was illu- 
minated by a stream of light, that 
issued from the heavens. ‘The portal 
flew open, and a voice more than human 
announced the immediate departure of 
the gods. There was heard, at the 
same time, a tumultuous and terrific 
sound, as if superior beings were actually 
rushing forth. The impression made by 
these wonders fell upon a few only: 
the multitude relied upon an ancient 
prophecy, contained, as they believed, in 
books kept by the priests, by which it 
was foretold that in this very juncture 
the power of the east would prevail 
over the nations, and a race of men 
would go forth from Judea to extend 
their dominion over the rest of the 
world. The prediction however, couched 
in ambiguous terms, related to Ves- 
pasian and his son Titus. But the 
Jewish mind was not to be enlightened. 
With the usual propensity of men ready 
to believe what they ardently wish, the 
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populace assumed to themselves the 
scene of grandeur which the fates were 
preparing to bring forward. Calamity 
itself could not open their eyes. The 
number besieged in Jerusalem, including 
both sexes and every age, amounted, ac- 
cording to the best accounts, to no less 
than six hundred thousand. All who 
were capable of serving appeared in 
arms. The number of effective men 
was beyond all proportion greater than 
could be expected, even in so vast a 
multitude. The women, no less than 
the men, were inflamed with zeal and 
ardour. If doomed to quit their country, 
life they declared was more terrible 
than death itself. Against a city so 
strongly fortified and defended by such 
an obstinate race, Titus saw that 
nothing could be done, either by sur- 
prise or a general assault. He threw 
up mounds and ramparts, and prepared 
battering-engines. He stationed the 
legions at different posts, and assigned 
to each a distinct share of the duty. 
For some time no attack was made. In 
the interval, the Romans prepared all 
the machines of war, which either the 
ancients had employed or modern genius 
invented.’”’* 

Here, unhappily, the history of Taci- 
tus terminates, the rest being lost, in- 
cluding his: account of the siege of 
Jerusalem, and the reigns of Vespasian, 
Titus, and Domitian. This, however, is 
the less to be regretted, as we possess a 
full account of the Jewish war, from its 
commencement to its close, written by 
one who was the latter part of the time 
in the Roman camp, and in constant 
intercourse with its commander. Jo- 
sephus, a priest, a pharisee, a man well 
acquainted with Roman and Grecian 
literature, furnished to the conquerors 
a narrative written as fairly, perhaps, 
as it could have been written by any 
fallible historian. “He was a Jew,” 
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says a late lamented author,* “so far as 
not to deny the verities that had been 
consigned to the custody of his nation ; 
and yet, we must think it, he was pro- 
foundly affected by none of them. He 
was not an apostate from Judaism, for 
he made himself spontaneously its 
apologist ; and, unless we allow him 
the praise of sincerity, it will be im- 
possible to discover any motive which 
should have impelled him to spend the 
latter years of his life in the irksome 
toil of exhibiting Judaism to Gentilism 
in fair colours ; for this, in fact, is the 
one reason, and the end of his volumi- 
nous writings! In looking toward the 
overthrown greatness of his country— 
and he did so mournfully—he would 
fain have ‘shed upon its desolations a 
last beam of glory.” We cannot follow 
Josephus, however, in his affecting 
details of the horrors suffered by the 
besieged, from the sword and famine, 
anarchy and rapine; we cannot even 
copy his account of the storming of the 
temple and the conflagration which 
ensued; but we must transcribe a few 
paragraphs descriptive of the final 
catastrophe. 

The Jewish leaders having retired to 
a citadel which was deemed impreg- 
nable, “as soon as a part of the wall 
was battered down,” says Josephus, 
“and certain of the towers had yielded 
to the impression of the battering-rams, 
those that opposed themselves fled away, 
and such a terror fell upon the tyrants 
as was much greater than the occasion 
required ; for before the enemy got over 
the breach they were quite stunned, and 
were immediately for flying away. 
And now one might see these men, who 
had hitherto been so insolent and arro- 
gant in their wicked practices, to be 
cast down and to tremble, insomuch 
that it would fill one’s heart with pity 
to observe the change. Accordingly, 
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they ran with great violence upon the 
Roman wall that encompassed them, in 
order to force away those that guarded 
it, and to break through it and get 
away. But when they saw that those 
who had formerly been faithful to them 
had fled away, and when those that 
came running before the rest told them 
that the western wall was entirely over- 
thrown, while others said the Romans 
had entered, and others that they were 
near and looking out for them, which 
were only the dictates of fear that im- 
posed upon their sight, they fell upon 
their faces and greatly lamented their 
own mad conduct, their nerves being so 
terribly loosed that they could not flee 
away. 

“So they now left these towers of 
themselves, or rather they were ejected 
out of them by God, and fled imme- 
diately to that valley which was under 
Siloam, where they recovered themselves 
out of the dread they were in for a 
while, and ran violently against that 
part of the Roman wall which lay on 
that side; but as their courage was 
too much depressed to make their 
attacks with sufficient force, and their 
power was now broken with fear and 
affliction, they were repulsed by the 
guards, and dispersing themselves at 
distances from each other, went down 
into the subterraneous caverns. So the 
Romans being become now masters of 
the walls, they both placed their ensigns 
upon the towers, and made joyful ac- 
clamations for the victory they had 
gained ; for when they had gotten upon 
the last wall without any bloodshed, 
they could hardly believe what they 
found to be true ; but seeing nobody to 
oppose them, they stood in doubt what 
such an unusual solitude could mean. 
But when they went in numbers into 
the lanes of the city with their swords 
drawn, they slew those whom they over- 
took without mercy, and set fire to the 
houses whither the Jews were fled, and 
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burnt every soul in them, and laid waste 
a great many of the rest; and when 
they were come to the houses to plunder 
them, they found in them entire fami- 
lies of dead men, and the upper rooms 
full of dead corpses, of such as had died 
by the famine. They then stood in 
horror at this sight, and went out 
without touching anything. But though 
they had this commiseration for such 
as were destroyed in this manner, they 
had not the same for those that were 
still alive, but they ran every one through 
whom they met with, and obstructed 
the very lanes with their dead bodies.* 

“ Now when Titus was come into the 
upper city, he admired not only some 
other places of strength in it, but par- 
ticularly those strong towers which the 
tyrants in their mad conduct had re- 
linquished ; for when he saw their solid 
altitude, and the largeness of their 
several stones, and the exactness of their 
joints, as also how great was their 
breadth, and how extensive their length, 
he expressed himself after the manner 
following : We have certainly had God 
for our assistant in this war, and it was 
no other than God who ejected the Jews 
out of these fortifications; for what 
could the hands of men or any machines 
do towards overthrowing these towers !’ 

“And now, since his soldiers were 
already quite tired with killing men, 
and yet there appeared to be a vast 
multitude still remaining alive, Czesar 
gave orders that they should kill none 
but those who were in arms, but should 
take the rest alive. But, together with 
those whom they had orders to slay, 
they slew the aged and the infirm ; but 
for those who were in their flourishing 
age and who might be useful to them, 
they drove them together into the 
temple, and shut them up within the 
walls of the court of the women; over 
which Czesar set Fronto, one of his 
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friends, who was to determine every 
one’s fate according to his merits. So 
this Fronto slew all those who had been 
seditious or robbers, who were im- 
peached one by another; but of the 
young men he chose out the tallest and 
most beautiful, and reserved them for 
the triumph ; and as for the rest of the 
multitude that were above seventeen 
years old, he put them into bonds, and 
sent them to the Egyptian mines. Titus 
also sent a great number into the pro- 
vinces, as a present to them, that they 
might be destroyed upon their theatres, 
by the sword and by the wild heasts; 
but those that were under seventeen 
years of age were sold for slaves. Now 
during the days wherein Fronto was 
distinguishing these men, there perished 
for want of food eleven thousand ; some 
of whom did not taste any food, through 
the hatred their guards bore to them ; 
and others would not partake of any 
when it was given them. The multitude 
also was 80 very great, that they were 
in want even of corn for their sus- 
tenance. 

“Now the number of those that 
were carried captive during this whole 
war was computed to be ninety-seven 
thousand ; as was the number of those 
that perished during the whole siege, 
eleven hundred thousand, the greater 
part of whom were indeed of the same 
nation, but not belonging to the city 
itself; for they were come up from all 
the country to the feast of unleavened 
bread, and were on a sudden shut up by 
an army, which, at the very first, occa- 
sioned so great a straitness among them, 
that there came a_ pestilential de- 
struction upon them, and soon after- 
ward such a famine as destroyed them 
more suddenly. 

“ Now this vast multitude was indeed 
collected out of remote places, but the 
entire nation was now shut up by fate 
as in prison, and the Roman army en- 
compassed the city when it was crowded 
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with inhabitants. Accordingly, the mul- 
titude of those that therein perished 
exceeded all the destructions that either 
‘men or God ever brought upon the 
world ; for, to speak only of what was 
publicly known, the Romans slew some 
of them, some they carried captives, 
and others they made a search for 
under ground, and when they found 
where they were, they broke up 
the ground, and slew all they met 
with. There were also found slain there 
above two thousand persons, partly by 
their own hands, and partly by one 
another, but chiefly destroyed by the 
famine. 

“ And now the Romans set fire to the 
extreme parts of the city, and burnt 
them down, and entirely demolished its 
walls.”* This was in the second year 
of Vespasian, A.p. 70. 

The prophet Micah had long before 
warned his countrymen that Jerusalem 
should become heaps, and Zion be 
ploughed asafield. This was now literally 
fulfilled. “It was an insulting act of 
ancient conquerors,” observes Dr. Kitto, 
“to pass a plough over a conquered and 
ruined city, to express that the site 
should be built upon no more, but be 
devoted to agriculture. Horace men- 
tions it as a Roman custom :— 

‘From hence proud cities date their overthrow, 

When, insolent in ruin, o’er their walls 
The wrathful soldier draws the hostile plough, 
That haughty mark of total overthrow.’ 
Carmin. lib, i. Ode xvi. Francis. 
And these very Romans did draw the 
hostile plough over Jerusalem. For we 
are told by various old Hebrew writers, 
whose testimony is confirmed by Jerome, 
that after the city andtemple of Jerusalem 
had been bythem destroyed, Turnus Rufus, 
or, as Jerome calls him, Titus Annius 
Rufus, passed the plough over the site, 
according to an order which he received 
from the emperor ; and in consequence 
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of which the site remained for many 
years utterly desolate.’+ 

But in the midst of these desolations, 
those Jews who believed the words of 
Jesus of Nazareth, and complied with 
his directions, were preserved. He had 
pointed out to his disciples the signs of 
the end of that dispensation which was 
to be superseded, and said, “Then let 
them who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains; and let them who are in 
the midst of it depart out; and let not 
them that are in the countries enter 
thereinto.” No further revelation was 
necessary ; though, as there were then 
Christian prophets in the church, it is 
possible that the statement of Eusebius 
may be perfectly correct, who says, 
“The whole body of the church at 
Jerusalem, having been commanded by 
a divine revelation given to men of 
approved piety there before the war, 
removed from the city, and dwelt at a 
certain town beyond the Jordan, called 
Pella.”t 

A learned author who has given to 
the history of the Jews great attention, 
observes § that “it is certain that since 
the destruction of Jerusalem, the Jews 
have never had a Mosaic or Theocratic 
government. Attempts have indeed 
been made to re-establish their inde- 
pendence ; but they have always failed, 
and the nation has existed only to be 
the scorn and contempt of other na- 
tions. At different times men have 
appeared, who pretended to be the 
Messiah, and promised to lead the 
people back to Palestine and restore 
their ancient constitution; but their 
undertakings have always terminated 
to the disadvantage and disgrace of the 
nation who suffered themselves to be so 
grossly deceived.” 


+ Pictorial Bible, Micah iii, 12, 
+ Cruse’s Eusebius, book iii. chap. y. 
§ Jahn, History of the Hebrew Commonwealth, 
chap. xy, section 163. 


73° 
BELIEVERS RISEN WITH CHRIST. 


A SERMON DELIVERED AT MAZE POND, DEC. 6, 1801, BY THE LATE REY. ISAIAM BIRT. 


“Tf ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on 
the right hand of God,”—Conxosstans iii. 1. 


Ovr text exhibits to us a fact which 
must afford pleasure to every benevolent 
mind,—the exaltation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. There are circumstances attend- 
ing him which awaken strong affection, 
tender regard, and peculiar interest ; the 
excellence of his character, the troubles 
of his life, and the conflict of his death. 
Who ever, with anything like benevo- 
lence of mind, directed his attention to 
these things without feeling a deep in- 
terest? Follow the Saviour through the 
history of his life; witness his grace as 
it is displayed as the friend of man, the 
friend of sinners! Everything is calcu- 
lated to endear him to our hearts, and, 
blessed be God, our interest in him does 
not terminate with his death. Our text 
opens his tomb, and we see him arise and 
ascend to his Father and our Father, to 
his God and our God. The blessed 
Jesus survived all his troubles, he rose 
triumphant from the grave, he who bore 
the chastisement of our peace, he who 
suffered the just for the unjust, he who 
was put to an ignominious death for the 
offences of man, he who-endured more 
sorrows than any of the sons of men, 
when he had accomplished his great 
work, burst the bonds of death, ascended 
‘on high, and is set down on the right 
hand of God; he is exalted far above all 
blessing and praise, and is in possession 
of eternal glory. Surely to the benevo- 
ment mind nothing can be more pleas- 
ing, nothing more interesting, than this. 

But the subject contained in our text 
is not merely a matter for speculation ; 
it is not intended merely to excite our 
benevolence and awaken our joy; but it 
brings consolation home to every heart, 
and is calculated to awaken in us the 
most realizing view of our own personal 
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| excellent character? 


interest. Does the fact appear interest- 
ing and important that Christ rose from 
the dead from a consideration of his own 
How much more 
so must it appear to us when we consider 
our own personal interest in it! “If ye 
then,’—or, since ye then,—‘are risen 
with Christ, seek those things which are 
above.” Ah! this is a subject which 
belongs to men. I hope, my dear friends, 
that it belongs to you and to me. I 
bring it before you with a view to en- 
courage those who through grace believe, 
and to awaken concern in the minds of 
those who have not yet turned their 
attention to the Lord Jesus Christ. How 
pleasing, how majestic the scene of the 
Saviour’s rising from the dead and 
ascending to his Father! I trust there 
are in this assembly many who have 
risen with Christ. They are called upon 
by that to consider their own personal 
interest in the transaction; to look for a 
participation of that glory and happiness 
of which the Saviour is put into the 
possession. 

There are two things which demand 
our attention. The first is the privilege 
of believers in relation to the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ. They are risen 
with Christ. The next is the obligation 
which arises from the consideration of 
this fact, “Seek ye those things which 
are above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of God.” God grant that we 
may not only hear, but believe; not only 
read of his grace, but be partakers of it; 
contemplate it with pleasure now, and 
possess its blessedness for evermore. 

Believers are risen with Christ. What 
is said of the Colossians may be said of 
believers in the present day. There is a 


community of privileges among all be- 
L 
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lievers in Jesus Christ, and the scrip- 
tures lead us to some such reflections as 
these relative to this privilege—a privi- 
lege of the most exalted nature—that 
there is nothing in the world so great or 
so good as that presented in the text. 

The scriptures speak of our relation to 
Christ, first, as he was a public charac- 
ter. The blessed Saviour did not appear 
in our world as a private individual. The 
whole tenor of his life, the whole of his 
doctrine, whatever he said of himself 
and whatever his disciples said of him, 
whatever was predicted concerning him 
by the prophets and the declaration of 
his Father, all point him out as a public 
character, as one who acted for others. 
He assumed our nature, became bone of 
our bone and flesh of our flesh, he asso- 
ciated himself with all our circumstances, 
he interested himself in all our concerns, 
and he suffered in our stead. This is 
stated by the apostle in the most pleas- 
ing manner in the Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians, ii. 4. “ But God, who is rich in 
mercy, for his great love wherewith he 
loved us even when we were dead in 
sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ (by grace ye were saved), and 
hath raised us up and made us sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus.” 

The blessed Saviour appears a public 
character, not only in relation to his 
people in the assumption of their nature, 
in carrying their sorrows, in bearing 
their grief, in having the chastisement 
of their peace laid upon him, but also in 
his resurrection from the dead. He is 
risen to the right hand of God in the 
nature of man; he has carried human 
nature to the right hand of God, and 
placed it in the most elevated, in the 
most glorious and happy circumstances. 
It is the man Christ Jesus that hath 
risen from the dead and ascended on 
high, and not only in the nature of his 
people, but in their name; like the high 
priest under the Mosaic dispensation, on 


s 


BELIEVERS RISEN WITH CHRIST. 


whose breastplate were inscribed all the 
names of the tribes of Israel, and he was 
in this respect a type of Christ, the 
Saviour bears engrayen upon his heart 
the names of all his people; he has 
entered as their forerunner, he has risen 
as their representative and head. 

But the scriptures not only speak of 
our being risen with Christ as a public 
character, but as it relates to the feelings 
of the believer’s mind. ‘ You hath he 
quickened, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins.” That particular disposition 
which the believer has, bespeaks him to 
be risen with Christ. The believer 


founds his hopes on the sufferings and. 


death of Christ, and if you inquire of 


him the ground of his confidence, he 


directs you to the cross of Christ. It is 


there he reposes himself. But, then, 
the cross alone would not become the 


ground of his confidence. Calvary would 
not be the place where he could repose 
confidence, were it not for the resurrec- 


tion, the rising of Jesus Christ from the 


dead. Had the Saviour only died, had 


he remained in the tomb, there would 


have been no ground of confidence for 
the believer. 


But it is “Christ that 
died, yea, rather, that is risen again, and 
is now at the right hand of God.” The 
believer’s confidence in his sufferings is 
connected with his resurrection from the 
dead as testifying the Father’s accept- 
ance of the sacrifice he presented. Did 
we hear the Saviour saying only, “I am 
he who am dead,” all confidence would 
be gone; but we have our blessed 
Saviour’s assurance, “I am he who was 
dead, but am alive, and live for ever 
more,” It is on this firm ground that 
he reposes his confidence. He is risen 
with Christ in the exercise of faith. He 
has communion and intercourse with 
the risen Saviour, the Son of God, who 
took upon him our nature, who sojourned 
among men, who suffered, and bled, and 
died, and who is now present with God, 
and also present with his people; for 
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wherever two or three are gathered 
together in his name, there he is in the 
midst of them. Is he not here this 
‘morning? The believer does not see 
him, but he realizes his presence; he 
pours out all his sorrows before him; 
he seeks his direction ; he applies to him 
for the supplies of his grace; he has the 
most intimate and friendly intercourse 
with him; he enters into his views, feels 
interested in his cause, is concerned to 
promote his glory, and there is an inter- 
change of feeling with the blessed 
Saviour. The believer is one with him. 

As it relates to his duties and en- 
couragements, the believer is risen with 
Christ ; he views him as present, giving 
him direction, affording him counte- 
nance, and, though arduous in itself, the 
duty becomes easy when he feels himself 
to be aided in its performance by His 
grace, when he hears, as it were, the 
Saviour saying, “My grace is sufficient 
for thee, for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness.” 

In all his anticipations the believer is 
risen with Christ. Christ is set down 
on the right hand of God, and he has 
received gifts for man, even for the 
rebellious. The believer anticipates rich 
supplies of grace while yet on earth from 
his glorified Lord, and a fulness of glory 
in heaven. This is all from the risen 
Saviour, and his views and feelings in 
relation to these blessings bespeak him 
risen with the Saviour. 

The apostle here evidently makes an 
allusion to the circumstances of the 
Colossians in that they had been buried 
with him in baptism, wherein also they 
were risen with Him through the opera- 
tion of God, who had raised him from 
the dead. The text is a deduction from 
‘the preceding chapter. The Colossians 
had attended to the holy institution of 
baptism. They had thus been planted 
in the likeness of his death and the like- 
‘ness of his resurrection, and so they had 
‘exemplified their belief in the death and 
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resurrection of Jesus Christ. They had 
declared the change which had taken 
place in their minds; they thus expressed 
that they reposed all their confidence in 
Him who had died for sinners. 

This is the privilege to which the text 
directs our attention. Every reflecting 
mind will feel that it is all-important to 
know to whom this privilege belongs, 
who are interested in this delightful 
subject. Let us pause for a moment, 
and ask, Are we risen with Christ? Are 
we brought to repose confidence in him? 
Are we living in communion with him ? 
Have we subjected ourselves to his au- 
thority? Are we the expectants of his 
glory? These questions may address 
themselves to our ears and yet have 
little effect upon our hearts; but there 
is a period approaching when these 
questions will be all-important, when 
this world, which occupies so much of 
our hearts and is so much esteemed, will 
be no more. All its fascinations will 
have ceased ; all its joys, allits pleasures, 
such as they are, will be over, and will 
have left only an aching void. Oh, 
my dear friends, let us not remain in 
uncertainty as to our state! Surely it 
becomes a matter of the deepest concern 
to every one of us to know that we are 
risen with Christ. 

But our text leads us to speak of the 
obligation on those who are risen with 
Christ ; those to whom God has been 
gracious; those who live in communion 
with him. “If ye then be risen with 
Christ, seek those things which are 
above.” This is our obligation; a very 
natural and a very blessed obligation. 
He is gone to glory, and we are his 
followers and the expectants of his glory. 
“Those things which are above.”—Ah! 
who that sojourns here below can tell 
what they are? Our ears have never 
heard celestial music; our eyes have 
never witnessed the glories of the 
heavenly state. They are such as the 
apostle found it impossible to describe. 
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Ne language he could employ which 
could furnish an adequate description, 
could have been understood by his 
readers. “It does not yet appear,” says 
the apostle, “what we shall be, but we 
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 
as he is.’ Alas! many are seeking the 
state, but not the things. They wish to 
go to heaven, but they have no desire 
for the holiness of heaven. Mistaken 
men! they are not aware that the bliss 
of the inhabitants of heaven consists in 
their being like God,—holy even as he 
is holy. Those who are not desiring to be 
holy while here are only deceiving them- 
selves if they fancy that, remaining in 
that state, they shall ever attain to 
heaven. God grant that they may be 
delivered from so awful a delusion ! 

But though it is impossible for us to 
form adequate conceptions of these 
things, the scriptures give us some ideas 
suited to our limited capacities. The 
knowledge which will be possessed above 
has no reference to the low and mean 
things of this perishing world. It is the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ, 
—godly knowledge,—the knowledge of 
divine and spiritual things in its full 
perfection. There every thing divine 
and spiritual will command our attention 
and excite our utmost regard. Anger, 
and wrath, and bitterness, and every 
evil thought, will be for ever banished 
from those regions, and every thing 
which is kind and loyely will be culti- 
vated; the whole atmosphere will be 
love. he mind which was in Christ 
Jesus will be found in every one there. 
Those holy dispositions, that kindness, 
that grace, which become the saints, 
will be manifested there. The celestial 
regions are characterized by this, 
“They serve Him day and night in 
His temple;” and while the angels and 
the saints are absorbed in the will 
of God, all their spirits are united in 
the most entire subjection to him; all is 
in perfect conformity to his will, “Thy 
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will be done” is the feeling of every 
heart. The happiness above is a happi- 
ness distinct from any in this world: it 
will not be enjoyed till death has un- 
clothed us of every thing earthly. The 
gratifications of sense do not constitute 
a particle of that happiness; but it is the 
enjoyment of God’s presence they seek, 
and they find their happiness in com- 
munion with him. Love to the Redeemer 
will fill every breast; and one united 
chorus from all the ransomed will 
ascribe glory to Him who has washed 
them from all their sins in his precious 
blood. 

We are to seek those things which are 
above, and to this end use the various 
means which God has put within our 
power. The perusal of the holy scrip- 
tures, meditation, prayer, stated seasons 
for public worship, indeed, all the means 
of grace, are calculate to promote this 
end; to lead us up to the things which 
are above, away from those which are 
insignificant and transitory, to glory and 
immortality. And how encouraging is 
the thought that our diyine Lord has 
carried our nature to glory. There he 
appears on our behalf. Have we com- 
munion with him? He is our elder 
brother; he has taken possession of the 
goodland. What we possess here is not 
our inheritance; it is intended only for 
our accommodation while on our pilgrim- 
age. We could not be content to remain 
here always while He in whom our affec- 
tions centre is in heaven. There is 
nothing on earth which will satisfy the 
soul; still the men of the world seek 
their portion here; this present world 
bounds their desires and their expecta- 
tions; they mind earthly things; but 
the Christian feels that he cannot be 
satisfied with anything the world con- 
tains. He looks to heaven, and he ex- 
claims, “OQ Lord, I shall be satisfied 
when I awake in thy likeness.” 

The purposes of God with respect to 
you will not be accomplished till you 
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are put into possession of those things 
which are above. You are hastening to 
them, and as the traveller, approaching 
the end of his journey, realizes the 
pleasure he hopes to enjoy when he shall 
reach his home, so do you anticipate 
the joys of the eternal state. Your com- 
plete redemption is nearer than when 
you first believed. You know not how 
near it may be. The world is retiring 
from us, and shortly eternity, with 
all its glories, will burst upon your 
sight. 

But are there any here who are not 
seeking the things which are above? 
who are still grovelling with the things 
which are below? Oh, consider their 
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transitory nature! Reflect upon the un- 
certainty of life! Perhaps you may be 
on the eve of quitting these scenes, 
This night your soul may be required 
of you, and then of what little conse- 
quence it is what you may have enjoyed, 
or what you may have amassed. There 
will be nothing before you but a fearful 
looking for of judgment and fiery in- 
dignation. Oh seek the Lord while he 
may be found; call upon him while he 
is near. Those who seek the Lord will 
never be disappointed: he will receive 
all who approach him with a contrite 
heart, and those who put their trust in 
him will experience joy and peace in 
believing. 
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Ir has often been said that the present 
day is one of great religious excitement. 
It is doubtful, however, whether it is 
equally so with the days of the Puritans. 
Who can read the history of their la- 
bours and sufferings in defence of the 
truth, without being convinced that their 
spirit must to a considerable extent 
have diffused itself through all parts of 
the same body? The present is a day 
of peculiar agitation in science, literature, 
and politics; but religionappears to be by 
no means the all-absorbing subject now, 
as we are sure it must have been in 
some past ages. Lately indeed the pre- 
tended successors of the apostles have 
astounded serious men of all denomina- 
tions by the announcement of certain 
dogmas which, if received, would not 
only rob us of the right of judging for 
ourselves in religious matters, but over- 
throw the authority of the bible itself. 
‘This announcement has occasioned a 
. great deal of indignation, and the more 
as these revolting dogmas have been so 
generally embraced by the state priest- 


hood; but it is remarkable that deter- 
mination has not been more deeply 
awakened among those who reject all 
human creeds, and take the bible as 
their only standard of religious truth, 
to strengthen themselves in their own 
position. Vituperation has not been 
wanting ; but that is a carnal weapon, 
and ought never to be used in the vin- 
dication of the truth ; it should always 
be left to them who have no better arms 
to contend with. It is doubtful whether 
the writers of the celebrated “Tracts” 
have gone one step beyond what their 
ritual, if literally construed, will war- 
rant: all possible efforts, therefore, 
should be used, in a spirit of Christian 
calmness and dignity, to exhibit the evil 
and danger of a system which may be 
so construed. 

It is obviously the duty of dissenters 
at the present time to instruct their 
children thoroughly in the principles of 
nonconformity. Impressions received 
in childhood and early youth are seldom 
forgotten ; they remain to exert an in- 
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fluence on the life and character long 
after the impressions of more mature 
years have been erased. It would be 
well to have the great principles of 
dissent reduced to a few general apho- 
risms, expressed in as few and simple 
words as possible, to be so inculcated on 
the minds of our young people, that 
they cannot forget them. The church- 
man is careful to have his children fully 
instructed in the principles of his cate- 
chism ; why should not the dissenter be 
equally careful to have his children 
taught the evils of that catechism? It 
is a fact that cannot be denied, that the 
children of some of the most sterling 
nonconformists of the last generation 
are going over to the church, or looking 
witha favourable eye onher assumptions. 
Men who bore the burden and heat of 
the day in defence of liberty of con- 
“gcience ; men who endured persecution 
and trial of cruel mocking for the sake 
of principle ; men who wept much in 
secret over a system which tells the 
blasphemer he was regenerated in his 
baptism, have left behind them children 
who set at naught their example, and 
approve and support what it cost their 
fathers so much to reject. How is this? 
Is it because such young persons have 
weighed well the claims of the establish- 
mnent against those of dissent, and found 
them sufficiently weighty to sway their 
decision? If they have done this, if 
they have given to the subject that 
prayerful, scriptural, and fixed attention 
which its importance demands, there 
can be no complaint. This is the right 
course to pursue, whatever results it 
may lead to. But have they done this ? 
in very few cases, if any, has this been 
done, as their answers when questioned 
on the subject sufficiently prove. 
Another duty of dissenters at the 
present time is to be very careful in the 
election of their ministers. It is one of 
the great advantages of their system 
that they can choose whom they think 
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proper to be their spiritual instructors, 
but it is lamentable to observe the want 
of caution and care which is often mani- 
fested in making their choice. A man 
appears before them as a candidate for 
the pastorate. His voice and manner 
in the pulpit are pleasing ; the urbanity 
of his behaviour out of the pulpit is 
winning ; his doctrine is particularly 
palatable to some and not repulsive to 
others. These are his recommendations, 
and they take such hold on the people 
as to exclude most other considerations. 
On account of these things chiefly he is 
chosen to be their pastor ; and how often 
has it been found after the novelty of 
his first appearance has passed away 
that he is altogether unsuited to his 
position! Yet it is found no easy matter 
to break the union which has been, to 
say the least, so prematurely formed. 
The qualities above mentioned are very 
good in their places, but after all they 
are but secondary considerations, when 
a people are about to make choice of a 
man to be over them in the Lord for a 
series of years. The questions which 
should be proposed in such circumstances 
are these :—What are the real spiritual 
wants of this church and congregation? 
What is the moral and intellectual state 
of the population in this locality ? What 
is the position we may fairly expect to 
occupy in relation to other religious 
bodies around? Is the man whom we 
are about to choose likely from the 
strength of his piety and his intellectual 
furniture to answer our expectations in 
future years, after the novelty of his ap- 
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pearance has passed away and he has be- ; 


come one of us ?. What is the cause of his 
leaving his former station? Does he 
appear here with a character unstained 
with a moral blot, and even above sus- 
picion? Is the probable motive of his 
coming here the increase of his pecuniary 
resources, or the hope of being more 
useful to souls? If such questions as 
these were made primary considerations 
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in the choice of a minister, there can be 
no doubt but that there would be more 
prosperity among dissenters than there 
now is. 
Another duty of dissenters at the 
present time is to cultivate mutual love. 
_Every man has a right to form his own 
opinions on all theological subjects, and 
to unite in religious observances with 
those whose opinions accord most with 
his own; but no man has aright to dis- 
pense with the Christian law of love. 
Talk of uniformity in sentiment as we 
may, it never can be, so long as men are 
constituted with different mental calibre. 
It was not found even in the apostolic 
times, why then should we look for it 
now? It is remarkable that there is 
nothing the Redeemer more frequently 
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and more powerfully enforced, both by 
his example and his precepts, than love. 
He held it forth to his disciples as the 
grand distinguishing mark by which 
they were ever to be known ; the least de- 
parture from it met with his most prompt 
and stern rebuke. The first Christians 
did not lack zeal for the truth, but love 
mixed itself with and mellowed all they 
did and said. Let a man now live with 
his heart thoroughly imbued with that 
noble agape described by Paul, 1 Cor. xiii., 
and he will be in his individual person a 
host in defence of the truth. Let all 
the churches be equally imbued with the 
same, and soon all their breaches willbe 
repaired, and the universal reign of 
Messiah will be evidently at hand. 
x. 


ON THE NECESSITY OF A DEVOUT AND DAILY STUDY OF THE 
SCRIPTURES BY CHRISTIAN MINISTERS. 


ADDRESSED T0 THE BRETHREN. 


BY THE REV. HENRY BURGHSS. 


In our public ministrations there is 
perhaps no duty we more frequently in- 
culcate on our people, than the daily 
and devout study of the word of God; 
a practice which is enjoined by the bible 
itself, and the benefit of which has been 
attested by the simultaneous and suc- 
cessive experience of the church. If 
we succeed in our attempt, and our 
hearers become practical lovers of the 
bible, we know that our work is re- 
warded, and that private and public con- 
sistency is the sure result; but if we 
fail, and our congregations confess that 
the scriptures should have their daily 
attention, and at the same time neglect 
them, we are equally certain that no 
valuable fruit will crown a religious 
profession. Instability, half-heartedness, 
and a quick yielding to temptation will 
disappoint our hopes, and if apostasy is 


not the result, at least declension and 
backsliding are inevitable. 

As we are men of like passions with 
those whom we seek to instruct, we 
need all their stimulants to a vigorous 
piety, and all their appliances for a 
prosperous and happy course. Even if 
any of us should, by an erroneous train- 
ing, have undue notions of ministerial 
authority, extending even in some cases 
to priestly arrogance, we are not allowed 
to exempt ourselves from the common 
duties connected with final salvation, 
since St. Paul brought himself and 
Timothy within their blessed andsalutary 
circle. The former eminent minister of 
Christ says of himself, “I keep under 
my body, and bring it into subjection ; 
lest that by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should be 
a castaway ;” and in writing to Timothy 


80 


he exhorts him to the practice of every 
religious and self-denying duty. But 
any argument here is confessedly out of 
place, since we all acknowledge, that 
whatever is necessary for the humblest 
believer, is at least as necessary for our- 
selves. To search the scriptures daily 
is doubtless an imperative personal duty 
with all of us ; never attended to with- 
out sensible benefit, never neglected 
without manifest loss. But still, we 
may become negligent in attending to 
what we acknowledge to be of vital 
importance. The judgment and the 
affections may not always be accordant, 
and while the hand and the eye are 
reverentially engaged with the holy 
volume, the thoughts may wander far 
away. Perhaps therefore it will not be 
taken ill, if the advice of a brother is 
affectionately given on this important 
subject, and the results of his experience 
thrown into the common stock. 

1, If we are sincere in pressing on 
our hearers a devout and daily reading 
of the scriptures, we must be cuilty of 
suicidal folly; when we neglect them 
ourselves. We tell those committed to 
our trust, that their joys will be en- 
hanced and their sorrows alleviated, 
their sins subdued and their graces 
established by this practice. Have we 
no joys which a halo of divine light 
may make brighter ? no sorrows which 
the rainbow hues of hope may partly 
dissipate ? Have we not to wrestle with 
the fiend within ourselves, sometimes 
with such a sense of our own weakness, 
that “the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God,” is needed to secure 
the victory? Do not our languishing 
and fading graces call for heavenly dew 
to refresh them? Dear brethren, who 
can be more sensible of all this than we 
are ? and when we say from the pulpit, 
“Neglect not the daily, devout reading 
of the scriptures,” where can we find 
more proper subjects for the exhortation 
than ourselves? Can we think without 
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grief and alarm, of the possibility of 
blessing the poor, and the unknown, and 
the afflicted by this advice, while we 
experience not its blessedness ? Dos 
avoid this loss, let us be ourselves 
mighty in this use of the scriptures. 

2. Our own conscientious perform- 
ance of this duty can alone enable us to 
enforce it properly upon others. The 
worst sermon indeed is that which is 
the utterance of neither the judgment 
nor the heart; but the next worst is 
that whose statements we believe but 
do not act upon. Few preachers, pro- 
bably, are ignorant of the damping, 
cooling effect produced by the remem- 
brance, in the midst of some energetic 
enforcement of a duty, that we are 
neglecting it ourselves! Eloquence is 
stopped in its flow, a blush suffuses the 
cheek, and a sense of shame oppresses 
the heart. If in any place the fine 
heathen maxim is to be observed, the 
pulpit preeminently demands that its 
spirit should be obeyed by those oc- 
cupying that responsible and honourable 
position :— 


“Nil conscire sibi, nulla paliescere culpa.’? 


How dishonest would it be on our part 
to urge the man of business and the 
labourer to devote a portion of their 
valuable time to a duty, which we, with 
more opportunities, are neglecting ! 

3. Although, at first sight, a minister 
of the gospel appears more favourably 
situated than his hearers for the culti- 
vation of the spirit and practice of 
devotion, a nearer investigation will 
show that he is surrounded with peculiar 
dangers. Ecclesiastical life has tempta- 
tions more severe and fiery in propor- 
tion as its duties are more honourable 
and exalted; and it should not there- 
fore excite so much surprise, nor occa- 
sion so much scandal, when ministers 
unhappily fall from their high position. 
The danger alluded to arises from the 
indifference and formality generated by 


TO CHRISTIAN MINISTERS. 


mere ex-official performances. A sur- 
geon is well aware of the tendency of 
his pursuits to produce a callousness to 
the emotions of pity and tenderness in 
relation to physical suffering; and 
every minister ought to know that his 
daily official acquaintance with the 
great themes of salvation, tends to 
blunt his feelings, and produces an 
undue prominence of the exercises of 
the head over those of the heart. 
Turning over the bible to find texts for 
sermons and topics for their illustration, 
is a process of mere mental mechanism, 
which may be sanctified indeed, as was 
the work of the tabernacle by the 
solemn feelings of the priests. But, on 
the other hand, we may so transact 
these formal applications to the scrip- 
tures, that our situation may be like 
that of Uzzah at the ark of God. A 
daily and devout reading of the bible. 
in connexion with personal meditation 
and prayer, will be the best defence 
against this evil; for that which has 
been associated with our own experi- 
mental religion, we shall not be likely to 
profane. 

4, The scholar-like habits which should 
distinguish the Christian minister, and 
the critical investigations which his 
office requires him to -pursue, are 
eminently perilous, and demand every 
guard which piety and devotion can 
give. Surprise has often been expressed 
that celebrated biblical scholars should 
sometimes have been men of little 
personal religion, or should so frequently 
have been lost in the labyrinths of 
doctrinal error. But a little considera- 
tion will not only render this phe- 
nomenon explicable, but will also dimi- 
nish our surprise at its occurrence. 
Biblical learning is not biblical religion. 
As Smith says,* “When the tree of 


* Select Discourses, Cambridge, 1673. 
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knowledge is not planted by the tree of 
life, and sucks not up sap from thence, 
it may be as well fruitful with evil as 
with good, and bring forth bitter fruit 
as well as sweet.” We must all have 
felt the influence of critical studies 
when exclusively pursued, in deadening 
our religious affections, and making us 
for a time dull and inert in the exer- 
cises of the divine life. What is the 
obvious remedy for this ?. Not, certainly, 
to avoid such studies, for they must be 
pursued by every right-minded and 
upright theologian. A sincere inquirer 
after truth cannot rest in uncertainties, 
and he feels that in blinding himself 
to the existence of various readings, and 
doubtful and disputed interpretations, 
he is acting on the principle that dis- 
cretion is the better part of valour. 
That preacher is not to be envied who 
would fear to read carefully Strauss’s 
Leben Jesu, although he might decline to 
do so on various grounds. The motto 
of our bibles should be the maxim of 
Luther, “ Optimum grammaticum, eum 
etiam optimum theologum esse.” Our 
real safeguard is to look upon critical 
labours as our daily duties, and to seek 
in their performance those aids which 
we press upon our hearers in the dis- 
charge of theirs. The man who ha- 
bitually reads his bible as one who needs 
himself its saving and consolatory 
truths, will never be led into indifference 
by the critical study of its contents. 
Our course then is clear. We have 
dangers, but they are those arising from 
the honourable and arduous nature of 
our profession, and are to be met and 
overcome by a daily and devout reading 
of the word of God. 


The Bury, Luton, 
Jan, 12, 1848. 
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USEFUL DREAMS. 


Dr. Abercrombie states the following 
fact, of which he says, “there seems no 
reason to doubt its authenticity.”—“ A 
clergyman had come to this city (Edin- 
burgh) from a short distance in the 
country, and was sleeping at an inn, 
when he dreamt of seeing a fire, and 
one of his children in the midst of it. 
He awoke with the impression, and in- 
stantly left town on his return home. 
When he arrived within sight of his 
house he found it on fire, and got there 
in time to assist in saving one of his 
children, who in the alarm and confusion 
had been left in a situation of danger.” 

He adds, “The following anecdotes I 
am enabled to give as entirely authentic. 
A lady dreamt that an aged female rela- 
tive had been murdered by a black 
servant ; and the dream occurred more 
than once. She was then so impressed 
by it, that she went to the house of the 
lady to whom it related, and prevailed 
upon a gentleman to watch in an 
adjoining room during the following 
night. About three in the morning the 
gentleman hearing footsteps on the stair, 
left his place of concealment, and met 
the servant carrying up a quantity of 
coals. Being questioned as to where he 
was.going, he replied, in a confused and 
hurried manner, that he was going to 
mend his mistress’s fire; which at that 
hour in the middle of summer was evi- 
dently impossible ; and on farther in- 
vestigation, a strong knife was found 
concealed beneath the coals.—Another 
lady dreamt that a boy, her nephew, 
had been drowned along with some 
young companions with whom he had 
engaged to go on a sailing excursion in 
the Frith of Forth. She sent for him 
in the morning, and with much diffi- 
culty prevailed upon him to give up his 
engagement. His companions went, 
and were all drowned.” 


We may observe, that in one of 
these instances the preservation of life 
was attended by the prevention of crime. 
Other signal cases of this kind might be 
adduced ; together with some in which 
the detection of crime already perpe- 
trated, and the punishment of the 
criminal, are attested to have been 
brought about by the same secret in- 
dication. 

Tn all these instances it should likewise 
be not forgotten, that the great collateral 
object appears to have been always in- 
tended, and doubtless often fulfilled, of 
impressing one or several minds with a 
more intimate and lively conviction of 
powers and agencies supernatural and 
divine. Even in dreams which, though 
they have had a surprising coincidence 
with events, remain obscure as to any 
special design, this general object may 
yet be discernible. 

The poet Simonides, when the ship in 
which he had sailed touched at a certain 
shore, humanely caused the interment 
of the corpse of some shipwrecked 
person which he found there. He was 
warned in a dream that night by the 
vision of the mariner, that, if he should 
embark the next day, he himself would 
perish. Simonides obeyed this warning: 
the ship sailed, and all on board perished 
within his view. Grateful for this de- 
liverance, he consecrated it to enduring 
remembrance in a highly elegant poem. 
Simonides lived to his ninetieth year; 
and is mentioned by Cicero as not only 
a delightful poet but a learned and wise 
man. 

Cicero narrates, that two Arcadians 
travelling together to Megara, the one 
lodged in a friend’s house, the other at 
an inn, The former saw in sleep his 
companion entreating him to come to 
his help, for that the host was about to - 
murder him, The sleeper rose, alarmed, — 


EXTRACTS FROM A DEACON’S SCRAP BOOK. 


but thinking the dream an illusion, lay 
down and slept again. He was revisited, 
however, by the appearance of his 
fellow traveller, imploring that as he 
had not come to succour him while yet 
living, he would at least avenge his 
death ;—that he had been killed, cast 
upon a cart, and covered with soil ;— 
that he prayed of him to be very early 
at the town gate, before the cart should 
leave it. Impelled by this second dream 


he went thither at dawn, and questioned | 


the peasant what was in his cart ; who 
fied interror. The corpse was discovered, 
and the innkeeper capitally punished. 
Now these we may judge to have been 
quite obscure persons. The narrative 
does not even give their names; though 
it happens to have found place in the 
works of a great writer, and to have 
come down tous. But how many may 
have been such incidents, some never 
recorded, all now vanished from every 
mind on earth, which yet had influence, 
in their day and in their sphere, to 
impress the thought of foreknowledge, 
justice, and compassion exercised by a 
hidden yet supreme Power! 

The following is the abridged letter 
of an esteemed relative :— 

“Our dear young friend F— was 
staying with us. She had left her 
father in good health at home, and 
neither his age nor a chronic indisposi- 
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tion to which he was liable gave reason 
for apprehension. On a Sunday morn- 
ing she came down to us looking unwell, 
and to my inquiries answered, ‘I have 
had a restless night, with painful dreams.’ 
Nothing more was said, for it passed 
from my mind. The next morning my 
husband brought me a letter from our 
friend’s brother, begging us to announce 
to her, as gently as we could, her father’s 
sudden death from rapid inflammation 
on the Saturday evening: 

“T went down to her, and said, ‘My 
dear, we have some anxious tidings to 
communicate.’ I said no more, for she 
laid her head on my shoulder, and ex- 


| claimed, ‘I know all; my dream was 


true ; my father is dead.’ 

“When the first anguish was past, 
she told me that she had dreamt of 
home ; and going in unexpectedly, had 
seen a group in bitter sorrow. All were 
there but her father, and the sons were 
gathered round the mother as if they 
were now all that remained to her. 
That very scene was then passing in the 
bereaved home, and the dream must be 
regarded as sent in kindness to prepare 
the heart of the affectionate child for 
her bitter and unexpected loss.” 

The foregoing paragraphs are selected 
from among others of the same kind in 
Mr. John Sheppard’s recently published 
volame on Dreams. 


EXTRACTS FROM A DEACON’S SCRAP BOOK. 


A watrve preacher in India, con- 
nected with the General Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, in preaching from 
1 Peter v. 8, dwelt specially on the 
thought that Satan had not so much 
concern among idolaters as he had 
about believers. He illustrated this by 
putting the case of a jailer—would he 
be more concerned about those prisoners 
who were secure in prison, or those 


who had escaped? No doubt the latter. 
So Satan did not need to look so much 
after idolaters, with whom he did as he 
pleased, as after Christians, who had 
been released from his dominion, but 
whom he was anxious to recover. 


——— 


It is a difficult thing to carry a full 
cup without spilling its contents. 
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“I WILL ARISE AND GO UNTO MY FATHER.” 


WHEN burdened is my breast,’ } 
When friendless seems my lot, 
When earth affords no rest, 
And refuge I have not : 
Father! if thou wilt suffer me, 
I will arise and come to thee. 


When conscience thunders loud, 
When sins in dread array 
Upon my memory crowd, 
And fill me with dismay ; 
E’en then, there yet is hope for me, 
Father! I'll rise and come to thee. 


When I have wandered far, 
Along the downward road, 
And mountains seem to bar 
My turning back to God ; 
Yet glancing once on Calvary, 
Father! I’ll rise and come to thee. | 
| 
i 
| 


And if I am a child, 
But have backslidden still, 
And, filled with projects wild, 


Yet, penitent, resolved I’ll be 
Father ! to rise and come to thee. 


With broken heart and sad, 
I will retrace my way, 
And though my case is bad, 
Thy mercy is my stay: 
With Jesus’ blood my only plea, 
Father ! I’ll rise and come to thee. ~" 


And thou in love wilt turn 

To thy poor rebel child ; 
Nor let thine anger burn, 

Though sin my heart begniled: 
Thy voice shall greet me graciously, ° 
Arise! arise! and come to me. 


And when my cheek turns pale, 
And when I sink in death, 

Though heart and flesh may fail, 
With my expiring breath 

I’ll whisper, Jesus died for me: 

Father! I rise and come to Thee. 


Have followed my own will ; Wokingham. ELIZABETH. 
WINTER. 
BY THE REV. BENJAMIN COOMBS. 


tf 


“He giveth snow jlike wool: he scattereth his hoar-frost like ashes. He casteth forth his ice like 
morsels ; who can stand before his cold ?”—PsAum exlyii. 16, 17. 


Vides, ut alta stet nive candidum 
Soracte: nec jam sustineant onus 


Sylve laborantes : geluque 
Flumina constiterint acuto?”’—Hor. Carm. lib. i. 9. 


Now Winter stern, with rimy breath 
And snow-crowned brow appears ; 
In Boreas’ battle-car he drives, 
With sharp storm-scythes and spears 
Of piercing cold, spreads death around, 
And desolation rears. 


List to his yoice—the avalanche 
That thunders through the air ! 

Whose echo frights the feathered throng— 
Startles the shaggy bear ; 

And lest he feel the next ice-bolt, 
The traveller fills with care. 


O hapless fate, to lose one’s way, 
By doubts and snow-drifts crossed, 
While night draws near with frowning face 


And wild contortions tossed ; 

Ah! then to make with bootless ery 
The welkin ring—“ lost ! lost!” 

So error’s frigid zone the mind 
Betrays to wildering gloom ; 

No ray of full-orbed truth divine 
His devious steps to illume, 

The sceptic knows nor faith nor hope 
To cheer of death the doom. 


Bridporty 


Yet winter yields not pain alone, 
It brings its pleasures too ; 

How grateful now the vigorous walk 
While frosts their strength renew ; ' 

Or youthful glee, ’mid snowball sports 
And skating freaks, to view! 


O yes! in this dark world of storms 
And ice-bound selfishness, 
*Tis sweet to see young life so free 
From cares that manhood press ; 
More sweet when screened and trained aright 
By learning’s mild address !_ 
The beautiful vicissitude 
Of cold, heat, pleasure, pain, 
Fulfils the Almighty’s wise designs, 
Whose mercies ever reign, 
Educing good from eyery ill, 
And turning loss to gain. 


Though stripped the trees and bare the fields, 
From winter's tomb shall rise 

A lovely race replete with life, 
And hues dipped in the skies ;* 

Thus from death's cold domains shall spring’ 
The plants of Paradise! 


* “Colours dipt in heayen.”—Jfilton, 


ABBOTSFORD. I. M. 


(The Copyright of this Tune is the property of the Composer, Mr. John Campbell, 
of Glasgow. ) 
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CHRONOLOGICAL PAGE FOR FEBRUARY, 1848. 
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FAMILY BIBLE READING. 


Job xxxi. 

Luke xii. 1—21. 

Job XXxxli., XXXili, 

Luke xii, 22—48, 

Job xxxiv. 

Luke xii. 49—59, xiii, 1—9. 
Job xxxy., xxxvi, 1—21, 
Luke xiii, 10—35. 

Job xxxvi. 22—33, xxxvii. 
Luke xiv, 1—24, 


Psalms. 

Psalms, 

Job xxxviii, 

Luke xiv, 25—35, xv. 1—10. 
Job xxxix., xl, ]—5. 
Luke xv. 11—32. 

Job xl. 6—24, xli. 
Luke xvi. 

Job xl. 

Luke xvii. 1—19, 
Genesis xi. 27—32, xii. 


Luke xvii, 20—87, xviii. 1—14, 


Genesis xxix. 1—30. 
Luke xviii, 15—34, 


Psalms, 
Psalms, 
Genesis xv., xxi. 


Luke xviii. 85—43, xix, 1—27, 


Genesis xxii, 1—-19, xxiii, 
Luke xix, 28—48, 

Genesis xxiv. 

Luke xx. 1—26, 

Genesis xxvii, 1—40, 

Luke xx, 27—47, xxi, 1—4, 
Genesis xxvii. 41—46, xxviii. 
Luke xxi, 5—38, 

Genesis. xxix. 1—30. 

Luke xxii, 1—38, 


Psalms, 

Psalms. 

Genesis xxxi, 1—29, 43—55, 
Luke xxii. 39—65, 

Genesis xxxii., xxii, 1—17, 


Luke xxii, 66—71, xxiii, 1—95, 


Genesis xxxy. 

Luke xxiii, 26—49, 

Genesis xxxvii. 

Luke xxiii. 50—56, xxiy, 1—]9 
Genesis xxxix., x], 

Luke xxiv. 13—53, 

Genesis xli, 1—52, 

Acts i, 


Psalms, 

Psalms. 

Genesis xli, 53—57, 
Acts ii, 1—386. 
Genesis xlii, 1—28, 
Acts ii, 87—47, iii, 


MEMORANDA. 


Moon rises, 26 m. after 4, morning. 

Baptist Irish Committee, , 

1841, Dr. Olinthus Gregory died, aged 67. 
Clock before sun, 13 minutes 58 seconds, 
Moon rises, 9m. after 6, morning. 
1798, France declared war against Britain. 
1555, Hooper and Rogers burnt. 

Saturn near the west, in evening, 

New moon 42m, past 1, morning, 

Clock before sun, 14 minutes 17 seconds, 


Sunday School Union Lessons, 

2 Samuel xv. 1—30, Luke vii. 11—35. 
Twilight begins 36 m. after 5, morning. 
1832, Falmouth Chapel, Jamaica, destroyed. 
1834, Joseph Ivimey died, et. 61. 
Fraternal meetingof Ministers at MoorgateSt. 
Clock before sun, 14 minutes, 31 seconds. 
Twilight ends 53 m. after 6, evening, 

1840, Queen Victoria married. 

Clock before sun, 14 minates, 33 seconds. 
Moon’s first quarter, 56 m. past 7, afternoon. 
Mars south-west in evening. 

Venus a beautiful morning star. 

Clock before sun, 14 minutes, 33 seconds, 


Sunday School Union Lessons, 

2 Samuel xviii., Luke ix. 87—62. 

Moon sets, 14 m. after 3, morning. 

Clock before sun, 14 minutes, 31 seconds, 
Baptist Home Mission Committee, 

Moon rises, 47 m. after 1, afternoon. 

Moon sets 14 m. after 5, morning. 
1835,John Broadley Wilson, Esq. died, et. 70. 
Moon sets 52 m. after 5, morning, 

Moon rises, 56 m. after 3, afternoon, 

1546, Martin Luther died, wt. 64, 

Clock before sun, 14 minutes, 16 seconds, 
Full moon, 57 m, past 3, morning, 
Moon rises, 5 m. after 6, evening, 


Sunday School Union Lessons, 

2 Samuel xix. 1—30, Luke x. 21—49, 
1831, Robert Hall died, et. 67. 

Moon rises, 11 m. after 8, evening. 
Stepney College Committee, 

Moon rises, 22 m, after 9, evening. 
Moon sets, 34 m. after 8, morning, 
Moon rises, 16 m. after 10, evening, 
Moon sets at 9 morning 


.| Moon rises, 18 m. after 11, night, 


Moon sets 26 m, after 9 morning, 

Clock before sun, 13 minutes, 25 seconds. 
Moon rises 19 m, after 12, morning, 
Moon sets, 57 m, after 9, morning, 


Moon’s last quarter, 22m, after 8, morning, 
8.S.U., 2 Samuel xxiv., Luke xiii, 1—30, 
Moon rises, 14 m, after 2, morning, 

Clock before sun, 12 minutes, 55 seconds, 
Moon rises, 7 minutes after 3, morning, 
Quarterly meeting of Baptist Board, 
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REVIEWS. 


An Essay on the Philosophical Evidence of 
Christianity ; or the Credibility obtained 
to a Scriptural Revelation, from its Coin- 
cidence with the Facts of Nature. By the 
Rev. Renn D. Hamppen, W.A., late 
Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford. London: 
Murray. 1827. 8vo. pp. xxxi., 314, 

A Course of Lectures introductory to the 
Study of Moral Philosophy, delivered in 
the University of Oxford, in Lent Term, 
1835. By Renn Dickson Hamppen, D.D., 
Principal of St. Mary Hall, Professor of 
Moral Philosophy. London: B. Fellowes. 
1835. 8vo. xvi., 277. 

The Scholastic Philosophy considered in its 
relation to Christian Theology, in a Course 
of Lectures delivered before the University 
of Oxford, in the year 1832. At the 
Lecture founded by John Bampton, M.A., 
Canon of Salisbury. By R. D. Hamppen, 
D.D., Regius Professor of Divinity in the 
University of Oxford; Canon of Christ 
Church, &c. Second Edition, with Intro- 
duction. London: B. Fellowes. 1837. 
8yvo. pp. xci., 548. 

Events which have occurred in the 
last few weeks have made the name of 
the author of these volumes familiar to 
every man who reads a newspaper or 
converses on public affairs. The appoint- 
ment of Dr. Hampden to the bishopric 
of Hereford has interrupted the concord 
which previously subsisted, or seemed to 
subsist, between the ruling powers of 
the state and that church which the 
state patronizes. The episcopal church 
has been accustomed to acquiesce in the 
appointment of its bishops by the sove- 
reign; every dean and chapter sub- 
missively obeying the congé @dlire 
which authorized them to elect a bishop, 
at the same time naming authoritatively 
the man they were to choose. Dissenters 
might laugh, but deans and chapters 
had substantial reasons for treading in 
the legal and well-beaten track. The 


right person being thus elected, and 
the fact of his election duly certified, 
the government has been wont to issue 
letters patent, under the Great Seal, 
directing the archbishop of the province 
to confirm the election; and on the 
receipt of these letters, the practice has 
been for many centuries for the arch- 
bishop to hold a court at which this 
business of a confirmation has been 
performed, This having been done, the 
uniform course is to issue a mandate to 
the archbishop, for the installation, 
enthronement, and final consecration of 
the new-made dignitary. In the present 
case, however, an influential party in 
the church has determined to oppose 
the will of the crown and its officers. 
Legal proceedings have been commenced 
by them in the Court of Queen’s Bench. 
Great excitement is felt not only among 
the partisans and opponents of the 
bishop elect, but also among all who 
take an interest in ecclesiastical affairs. 
What will be the issue of the struggle 
is a question continually asked, but 
which nobody is prepared to answer. 
It may be the triumph of the tractarians, 
to whom Dr. Hampden is preeminently 
obnoxious ; it may be a new manifesta- 
tion of the bondage of the episcopal 
church under the protectorate to which 
it clings ; it may be, and this is perhaps 
the most probable, the dissolution of 
the present ministry. Important con- 
sequences, of one kind or other, may be 
fully expected, and, in these circum- 
stances, many of our readers will na- 
turally desire exact information re- 
specting Dr. Hampden and his alleged 
heretical publications. 

Respecting the first volume on the 
list,it may suffice to say that the author’s 
primary inducements to undertake it 


&8 


were, “admiration of the celebrated 
treatise of bishop Butler,—The Analogy 
of Religion, Natural and Revealed, to 
the Constitution and Course of Nature— 
and a desire to obtain a full compre- 
hension of the character and force of 
the particular evidence exemplified in 
that work.” His design was to show 
that “as our Lord told the Jews that 
if they had believed Moses, they would 
have believed him, for Moses wrote of 
him ; so may it be said to the infidel, 
that, if he believes the instructions con- 
cerning God which are contained in 
the natural world, he ought to believe 
the truth of that supernatural revela- 
tion of God to whose authenticity the 
natural world gives its suffrage.” 

The second volume on the list was 
written after the author’s elevation to 
the chair of Moral Philosophy. It 
originated in his persuasion that the 
highest classical honours had not un- 
frequently been attained, in the Uni- 


versity, ““by persons who in fact were | 


ignorant of the very nature of Moral 


Philosophy, who had read through the | 


ethics of Aristotle, and made themselves 
masters of his text, without knowing 
the connexion of that work with Moral 
Philosophy, much less its bearing on 
any of the questions discussed in modern 
speculation.” His desire was therefore 
to furnish the student with what would 
be, at once, “a supplement and an 
introduction to his more exact studies ; 
to assist him in making his familiarity 
with the text of Ancient Philosophy 
subservient [to a more enlarged know- 
ledge of the interesting matter con- 
tained in it,” 

But the third volume, containing 
the Bampton Lectures, is the most 
important production, and that which 
has occasioned, in a great degree, the 
commotion to which we have adverted, 
It may ‘not be known, perhaps, to all 
our readers, that every year some man 


DR. HAMPDEN’S WRITINGS. 
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colleges, delivers from the pulpit of St. — 


Mary’s church, before the university, a 
series of theological lectures, which are 
afterwards published, and are called 
“Bampton Lectures.” It is a lucrative 
as well as an honourable engagement, 


and, in pursuance of the will of the ~ 


founder it is never devolved on the same 
person twice. Dr. Hampden was ap- 
pointed to deliver these Lectures in the 
year 1832 ; and he chose for his subject, 
The Effect of the Scholastic Philosophy 
in modifying Theological Language. It 
must be observed that it is primarily in 
reference to theological language, not 
theological opinion, that he treats of 
the effects of Scholastic Philosophy : 
“T have had this difference in view 


| throughout,” he says, “these discussions 


having to do, not with any explanations 
of the Christian verities or doctrines, 
as such,—as they exist,—as they are 


| revealed,—but with the Language and 


Forms of Expression in which they are 
conveyed in Theological Systems.” 
There is, he observes, a technical system 
of phraseology, by which religious truth 
is expressed. He specifies the terms 
Substance,Person, Justification, Election, 
Regeneration, Conversion, Corruption, 
terms restricted to a peculiar sense in 
theological discussion, and constituting 
a part of what is called a Technical 
System. “Nor even in regard to the 
Statements of Christian truths,” he 
says, “have I had any design of ex- 
plaining them away, or condemning 
them as wrong and untrue. As for 
explaining away language that we have 
solemnly adopted and _ still retain, I 
consider such a proceeding as dishonest. 
And so far from condemning them, I 
conceive the adoption of them by the 
church as fully defensible.” “If the 
history of these terms were known 
generally,” he adds, “I am convinced 
that many who now object to the state- 
ments, for example, of the Athanasian 


of eminence, chosen by the heads of | Creed, would find their objections re- 
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moved, so far as their objections ap- 
plied to these statements.” He quotes 
Foster’s Essay “On the Aversion of 
Men of Taste to Evangelical Religion,” 
as illustrating the abuses to which 
technical terms in theology are liable, 
and observes justly, “The very so- 
lemnity attaching to religious terms 
as symbols of divine truth, is apt to 
awaken a feeling of mysticism, which 
diverts some from the task of defining 
and explaining them to themselves. 
Thus do these terms become mere 
sounds, or little more than sounds to 
many. And thus has been perpetuated, 
through successive ages of the church, 
that fruitful mother of controversy, 
—Logomachy.” “ Owing to these cir- 
cumstances,” he adds, “the retention of 
an unvaried phraseology is far from 
being a certain means of retaining the 
same doctrines.” 

In pursuing his inquiry, the author 
is led to speak of the truths of religion 
as Facts. This is by no means a novelty. 
Many years ago, we remember hearing 
the late Mr. Kinghorn, in the pulpit at 
Eagle Street, at a missionary meeting, 
clearly and impressively showing that 
all the truths of revelation were facts. 
A unitarian regards them as doctrines 
only, brought to light by the Great 
Teacher; but to us they are facts, 
which for our salvation have been brought 
about, and which revelation makes 
known as facts. Dr. Hampden quotes 
Robert Hall’s sermon on The Glory of 
God in concealing a thing, in which he 
enforces the same statement. The true 
meaning of the statement Dr. Hampden 
illustrates thus :—“ This term is not to 
be restricted to mere events or occur- 
rences, or what may be called historical 
or singular facts, but denotes, as I have 
elsewhere said, WHATEVER I8,—universal 
as well as particular truths, whether 
founded on experience, or on the au- 
thority of divine revelation ; and it is 
opposed to theory or hypothesis. Thus 
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the Divinity of our Lord is a fact : his 
consubstantiality with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, his atonement, his 
mediation, his distinct personality, his 
perpetual presence in his church, his 
future advent to judge the world, the 
communion of saints, the corruption of 
our nature, the efficacy of divine grace, 
the acceptableness of works wrought 
through faith, the necessity of repent- 
ance,—though stated in abstract terms, 
are all Facts in God’s spiritual kingdom 
revealed to us through Christ. So I 
might proceed to enumerate, one after 
the other, all the Christian verities.” 
Dr. Hampden consistently maintains 
that no deductions or consequences 
drawn from scripture language are to 
be received as matter of divine revela- 
tion. He acknowledges the use both of 
deductive and inductive reasonings in 
making out and expounding the mean- 
ing, but he does not acknowledge the 
human deduction as equal in authority 
to the revealed fact. “TI insist,” he 
says, “on Scripture truth as ‘distinct 
from Human truth,—the doctrines of 
God’s word as distinct from the com- 
mandments of men. In short, I would 
have Christian doctrine rested on Serip- 
ture Evidence, and not on Human Ar- 
gumentation. I would have all the 
acuteness of the skilful logician applied 
to elicit the evidence contained in 
Scripture ; but I would not have any 
portion of Christian doctrine made to 
stand upon abstractions!” ‘These prin- 
ciples, which are laid down clearly and 
fully in the Introduction, pervade the 
Lectures. The first sentence is this :— 
“ Christianity had its beginnings amidst 
obstructions of a two-fold character ; 
the self-righteousness of the human 
heart, and the presumption of the 
human understanding.” Throughout 
the whole, the reader finds expressed. 
such sentiments as these :—% The ten- 
dency of the whole system which we 


have been reviewing was to erect 
N 
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Theology into a perfect Science. . - 

Assuming that matters of faith might 
become matters of understanding to 
those who believed, it attempted to es- 
tablish, by processes of reasoning from 
given principles of theology, each doc- 
trine of religion independently of the 
sacred authority on which it rests in the 
scripture.” (P.77.) “What I would 
point out now is, the disparagement of 
Revelation, as a code of moral discipline ; 
and the exaltation of theology, in the 
sense of a theoretic science, as the ap- 
propriate subject of the inspired yo- 
lumes.” (P. 93.)—“The only ancient, 
only catholic truth is the scriptural 
fact. Let us hold that fast in its depth 
and breadth—in nothing extenuating, 
in nothing abridging it—in simplicity 
and sincerity ; and we can neither be 
Sabellians, or Tritheists, or Socinians.” 
(P. 149.)—* Disputation has not suf 
fered the plain method of religion to 
take its course. Speculative statements 
have been made; and from these cer- 
tain consequences have been deduced : 
and the scripture has been searched to 
verify these deductions. In the pursuit 
of these discussions a technical phrase- 
ology has been introduced : and, to sys- 
tematize the whole, definitions and 
explanations have been drawn from the 
physical and moral sciences, and woven 
into theology by the subtleties of logic.” 
(P. 256.)—“ The history of the sacra- 
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ments, in the scholastic system, is, God | 


working by the instrumentality of man. 
The theory is of the divine causation ; 
but the practical power displayed, is, 
the sacerdotal: the necessary instrument 
for the conveyance of divine grace, be- 
coming in effect the principal cause.” 
(P. 341.)—“Is it then for a moment to 
be supposed, that the simplicity of the 
faith can be held, where such a principle 
of theology is recognized? Is it not 
evident rather, that the faith as it is in 
Christ must be corrupted? The con- 
clusions of human reason will naturally 
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less for the sons of wealthy dissenters, 
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be intruded on the sacred truth. The 
fact will be accommodated to the theory : 
and exactness of theological definition 
will usurp the place of the plain dictates 
of the Holy Spirit.” (P. 367.)—“ The 
real state of the case then is, that the 
spirit of scholasticism still lives amongst 
us: that, though we do not acknowledge 
submission to its empire, we yet feel its 
influence.” (P. 387.) 

All this must have been gall and 
wormwood to those of the lecturer’s 
audience who were combining to pro- 
mulgate those sentiments which were 
soon after published in “Tracts for the 
Times.” There sat Mr. Newman, Mr. 
Pusey, Mr. Sewell, and others, in as- 
tonishment and chagrin, and “ doubted 
whereunto this would grow.” Nor was 
their complacency in the lecturer in- 
creased by his bringing out soon after- 
wards, Observations on Dissent, adyo- 
cating the admission of persons to the 
University who were not willing to 
sign the thirty-nine articles. This pub- 
lication we haye not been able to pro- 
cure. The booksellers say that it is 
entirely out of print, and no friend to 
whom we have applied has a copy of it 
in his library. We regret this the less, 
however, as the question to which it 
refers is one in which we take no in- 
There is nothing that we desire 


than their admission to the colleges of 
Oxford. But when, in 18386, Lord Mel- 


| bourne made Dr. Hampden Regius 


Professor of Divinity, a violent outery 
was raised, in which many who were not 
Tractarians, but who were averse to the 
Professor’s liberal views or to Lord 
Melbourne’s politics, heartily united. A 
great number of the Resident Members 
of Convocation issued a Declaration de- 
nouncing Dr. Hampden’s publications, 
as abounding “with contradictions to 
the doctrinal truths which he is pledged 
to maintain, and with assertions of 
principles which necessarily tend to. 
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subvert not only the authority of the 
church, but the whole fabric and reality 
of Christian truth.” 

Appended to this Declaration, which 
lies before us, is a long series of sen- 
tences, entitled, “ Propositions main- 
tained in Dr. Hampden’s Works.” 
When we received this document a few 
days ago, we set ourselves to peruse it 
with some eagerness. Exercising ha- 
bitually, as we think, more candour 
towards the different parties in the 
church of England than they exercise 
towards each other, and being quite in- 
clined in this case to hold the balance 
with an even hand, we set ourselves to 
weigh the evidence of Dr. Hampden’s 
heterodoxy. The first five propositions 
related to the Trinity ; then followed 
several relating to the atonement; 
afterwards a great number on different 
topics. Reading onward, we confess 
that we were surprised to find so much 
evidence of the doctor’s unsoundness, 
and felt that it was quite reasonable that 
devout believers in the thirty-nine 
articles should have opposed him. We 
were particularly struck with the pro- 
positions relating to the atonement. 
They stood thus :-— 

The application of the term punishment to 


the sacrifice of our Saviour belongs to the 
Aristotelic philosophy.—P, 250. 


The bane of this philosophy of expiation was, 
that it depressed the power of man too low.— 
P, 253, 


Christ is emphatically said to be our atone- 
ment, not that we may attribute to God any 
change of purpose towards man by what Christ 
has done, but that we may know (sic) that we 
have passed from the death of sin to the life of 
righteousness by Him. (sic)—Id. 


“ Atonement,” in its true practical sense, 
expresses the fact, that we cannot be at peace 
without some consciousness of Atonement made, 
not that God may forgive us, but that we may 
forgive ourselyes.—P. 252. 


Poor theology this, we thought, for a 
Regius Professor ! No wonder that many 
of “the evangelical party” ‘denounced 
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him asheterodox! We proceeded, how- 
ever, with the list of “ propositions,” till 
we came to one for which we determined 
to look in the book itself, that we might 
see the context. We turned to the page 
that was indicated, but sought in vain 
for the sentence. At length, however, 
we discovered some of the words. Turn- 
ing then to the title of the list, we for 
the first time perceived that it did not 
necessarily imply that the words were 
Dr. Hampden’s words; and turning again 
to the sentences, we for the first time 
observed that they were not generally 
within inverted commas. We proceeded 
to examine other “ propositions ” in the 
list, and found that they were not often 
exact quotations without alteration or 
supplement. Sometimes a sentence was 
inverted, the latter part being placed 
before that which in the original wag 
the former part. Sometimes a few words 
were introduced which were not Dr. 
Hampden’s, or which belonged to a pre- 
vious sentence. Sometimes words were 
in italics which the author had not so 
distinguished. Very generally, whether 
the compilers were aware of it or not, 
the impression made by the sentence 
in the list was materially different from 
that made by the paragraph from which 
it was professedly deduced. 

Let the reader take, as a specimen, the 
second sentence of the four which we 
have already quoted, which speaks of “the 
bane of this philosophy of expiation.” 
Let him read it, in connexion with that 
which precedes, and those which follow, 
and ask himself what expiation is re- 
ferred to. Is he ready? We will tell 
him. ‘The author is treating of the doc- 
trine of Repentance, as exhibited in the 
theology of the schools. The philosophy 
to which he refers is, “the pena, the 
satisfaction or requital, due for the 
offence, voluntarily taken on himself by 
the offender, as distinct from the inflic- 
tion of it by a judge.” To this he has 
been tracing “the sacramental character 
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with which repentance has been invested 
under the name of penance, the applica- 
tion of a penal code of religion demand- 
ing the ministrations of the priest.” 
To this he has been tracing “the notion 
that self-mortification would recommend 
us to the favour of God.” The bane 
of this philosophy of expiation he pro- 
ceeds to illustrate in the following para- 
graph, which is that from which the 
“ proposition” is derived :— 


“The bane of this philosophy of expiation 
was, not that it exalted human agency too 
highly, but that in reality it depressed the 
power of man too low. It was no invigoration 
of the mind, no cheering of the heart, to 
masculine exertion, in working out the great 
work of salvation, by exaggerated, yet noble 
views of what man could accomplish. But it 
checked the aspirings, both of the heart and of 
the intellect, by fixing them at a standard, that 
had only the mockery of Divine strength, and 
not the reality, It brought men to acqniesce 
in a confession of impotence, without carrying 
them at once to the throne of grace. The ec- 
clesiastical power stood between the heart and 
heaven, Atonement was converted into a 
theory of commutation, degrading to the holi- 
ness of God, whilst it spoke the peace of God 
in terms of flattering delusion to the sinner, 
The value of confessions and rites of penance 
was acknowledged; and accepting this vain 
substitute for that assurance of Atonement, 
which alone can satisfy the longing soul 
with goodness, men looked no further: their 
proper power was exchanged for a servile de- 
pendence on the ministrations of the priest— 
the presumed all-sufficiency of a man like them- 
selves.”—P, 253. 


But what shall we say of the two suc- 
ceeding “propositions ?” Are not these 
essentially unitarian in their tendency ? 
Far from it. They are in the same con- 
nexion as the former passage, and the 
author is shewing the insufliciency of 
Repentance to give peace to the con- 
science, and the necessity for faith in 
the work of the Saviour to satisfy the 
heart, 

“Tt is to be remarked, however, how strongly 
the inefficacy of Repentance to wipe away guilt, 
and restore the sinner to his lost state, has im- 
pressed the minds of those, who have thought on 
human nature with any depth of philosophy, 
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It is of little purpose, to urge the natural placa- 
bility of the Divine Being, his mercy, his willing- 
ness to receive the penitent. God, no doubt, 
is abundantly placable, merciful, and forgiving. 
Still the fact remains. The offender is guilty: 
his crime may be forgiven, but his criminality is 
upon him. ‘The remorse which he feels—the 
wounds of his conscience are no fallacious things. 
He is sensible of them even whilst the Gospel 
tells him—‘ Thy sins be forgiven thee—Go and 
sin no more,’ The heart seeks for reparation 
and satisfaction : its longings are, that its sins 
may be no more remembered, that the characters 
in which it is written may be blotted ont. 
Hence the congeniality to its feelings of the 
notion of Atonement. It is no speculative 
thought whico suggests the theory: speculation 
rather prompts to the rejection of it: specula- 
tion furnishes abstract reasons, from the Divine 
Attributes, for discarding it as a chimera of our 
fears. But the fact is that we cannot be at 
peace without some consciousness of Atonement 
made. The word Atonement, in its true prac- 
tical sense, expresses this indisputable fact. 
Objections may hold against the explanations 
of the term. They are irrelevant to the thing 
itself. Turn over the records of human crime ; 
and, whether under the forms of superstition, or 
the enactments of civil government, the fact 
itself constantly emerges to the view.—All con- 


| cur in showing that whilst God is gracious and 


merciful, repenting him of evil, the human 
heart is inexorable against itself. It may hope 
—tremblingly hope—that God may forgive it, 
but it cannot forgive itself, 

“This material and invincible difficulty of the 
case, the Scripture Revelation has met with a 
parallel fact. It has said, we have no hope in 
ourselves ; that looking to ourselves, we cannot 
expect happiness; and at the same time, has 
fixed our attention on a Holy One who did no 
sin ; whose perfect righteousness it has connected 
with our unrighteousness, and whose strength 
it has brought to the eyil of our weakness. 

“Thus Christ is emphatically said to be our 
Atonement; not that we may attribute to God 
any change of purpose towards man by what 
Christ has done ; but that we may know, that we 
have passed from the death of sin to the life of 
righteousness by Him; and that our own hearts 
may not condemn us. ‘ If our heart condemn us 
not,’ then may we ‘have peace with God,’ but 
without the thought of Christ, the heart, that 
has any real sense of its condition, must sink — 
under its own condemnation.”—Pp, 251—253, 


We need not proceed any further to 
show that persons who have trusted to 
the list of “ Propositions ” appended to 
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the Oxford Declaration of March 10, 
1836, and recently reprinted in different 
forms, have been grossly deceived. These 
are but specimens of the difference be- 
tween the impression made by the Pro- 
positions as they stand in the list, and 
the impression made by the passages in 
the Bampton Lectures on which they are 
founded. 

Let it not be supposed, however, that 
we are prepared to justify every thing 
in Dr. Hampden’s works. He is not 
orthodox according to owr orthodoxy. 
He is neither a baptist nor a Calvinist. 
He is too much inclined, in our view, to 
those systems of philosophy, the evils 
of which, in their influence on the 
Christian church, he has partially but 
with great ability traced. He defends 
the retention of Articles which he would 
not undertake wholly to vindicate. He 
uses formularies in conducting the wor- 
ship of the common people which, ac- 
cording to his own showing, cannot be 
rightly understood without a knowledge 
of philosophy. He adheres to an estab- 
lishment in which a man of his magna- 
nimity can neither enjoy the liberty to 
which he is entitled, nor exercise the 
brotherly kindness towards Christians of 
other creeds to which his heart and his 
judgment would prompt him. The 
loftier his position, the greater will be 
the restrictions it will impose. -We can 
easily imagine him sitting on the bench, 
and sighing for a lower station. For 
such a man as he, the church of England 
isnot a home. He may continue in it 
till death—most probably he will ;—but, 
unless he alter greatly, his spirit will 
not harmonize with what must ever be 
the spirit of an established clerical 
hierarchy. It may be his destiny, how- 
ever, to be usefulin ways that he has never 
thought of: he will be eminently useful if 
his history should teach pious and liberal- 
minded young men to form a just esti- 
mate of what is likely to be the treatment 
of pious and liberal-minded ministers of 
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the established Church, even if pos- 
sessed of great talents, unblemished 
character, and extensive erudition. 


Sketches from the Cross: a Review of the 
Characters connected with the Crucifixion 
of our Lord. To which is added, a Notice 
of the Character of Balaam. By Joun 
Jorpan Davies. London: Ward and 
Co. 12mo. pp. 361. 


Tux title of this volume was probably 
suggested to the author by the beautiful 
lines so often sung in our worshipping 
assemblies, 

“My Saviour! on mount Calvary 
And near thy cross I stand, 
The most delightful place to me 
In all Judea’s land.” 

It is at least in the spirit of the hymn 
that these sketches have been taken. 
The Illustrious Sufferer is not merely 
the object of contemplation in some of 
them, his cross is also the central point 
from which all other persons concerned 
in the scene are viewed, and it is their 
relation to Him which imparts interest 
to them and their actions. About three 
months ago, when the work was an- 
nounced as about to appear, a respected 
correspondent addressed us on the pain- 


ful violation of good taste which he 


conceived the title involved ; but we 
confess that we do not participate with 
him in the objection, and we are per- 
suaded that when he reads the book, 
whatever he may think of the title, the 
contents will have his approbation. 
These sketches are, in our judgment, 
remarkably correct, impressive, and 
adapted for general usefulness. They 
are thoroughly evangelical, they display 
great knowledge of the human heart, 
and their practical tendencies are ad- 
mirable. They exhibit to us Judas who 
betrayed him—Peter who denied hin— 
John who adhered to him—the Apostles 
who deserted him—the Women who 
ministered to him—the Chief Priests 
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and Rulers who persecuted him—Pilate 
who condemned him — Herod who 
mocked him—the People who demanded 
his death—the Soldiers who crucified 
him—the Centurion who believed in 
him—the Malefactors who suffered with 
him — Joseph and Nicodemus who 


buried him. 
The following observations occur in 


the sketch of “The Betrayer :”— 


“Tt is, we believe, an undeniable fact, that 
certain persons, well known to those who re- 
quire their services, and to others connected 
with them, may be hired at any time, in the 
metropolis of England, for half-a-crown, de- 
liberately to perjure themselves. Itis not that 
they have any interest in the case, or that they 
have any wish to injure one party, or to benefit 
another ; like Judas, they do it simply for what 
they can get by it. 

“ These illustrations, it must be confessed, 
are taken from the very dregs of society—the 
lowest depths of social degradation. But if 
we look to higher regions, we shall find illus- 
trations in abundance, and of a character 
scarcely less affecting. 

“Tt is, we believe, a fact that there are persons 
employed in Christian England in casting idols 
for the Indian market. Christian people make 
these gods and ship them out to India for sale. 
There they work amongst the teeming millions 
of that vast continent, deceiving, degrading, 
destroying the souls of men, It is not that 
these idol makers have any faith in the gods 
which they make ; it is not that they have any 
interest in the prevalence of idolatry, or any 
wish that it should continue to curse the world; 
as in the case of Judas, their only object is 
what they can get by it. 

“ We are informed also that there are persons 
in this country engaged in the manufacture and 
disposal of articles known to be of use only in 
immediate connexion with the slave trade. 
Collars and chains are made in England for the 
unhappy victims of European cupidity ; and 
various other articles are manufactured here, 
which are intended for the African slave-market, 
to be disposed of there in exchange for human 
beings, or in any other way which may facilitate 
the horrid traffic. It is not that the makers 
of these articles have any enmity towards the 
children of Africa; it is not that they have any 
wish that her soil should be dyed with the blood 
of her sons, or that they should be carried into 
captivity, and doomed to pine away in wretched- 
ness in distant lands; their only object in the 
traffic is what they can get by it, 
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“Nay, it appears there are persons in this 
country engaged in the slave trade itself. It is 
not that even these, wicked as we think them 
to be, have any desire to perpetuate the horrors 
of the middle passage ; still less that they are 
indifferent to the perils of various kinds to which 
they themselvesare exposed. Like the man whose 
money purchased the ‘field of blood,’ they 
have an eye simply to the wages of iniquity. 

“The persons engaged in these infamous 
transactions are not found amongst the dregs of 
society; they belong, many of them, to what 
are called the respectable classes; they are 
‘respectable men,’ who perpetrate these 
villainies,’—Pp. 15—17. 


This extract shows that appending 
the character of Balaam to the Sketches 
is not so unnatural as at first sight it 
might appear. “The notice of the cha- 
racter of Balaam is added,” says the 
author, “as it appeared to harmonize 
with the prevailing spirit of the volume, 
and to deserve very serious considera- 
tion, in an age in which the simple idea 
of duty, of doing that which is right— 
leaving the consequences with Him whose 
will is law, is dying out of the public 
mind, and every thing is sacrificed to 
worth and worldly respectability.” Mr. 
Davies sees in Balaam, a man of great 
mental endowments, of varied spiritual 
gifts, and of extraordinary illumination ; 
—great apparent deference to the divine 
will, an anxious solicitude to know it, 
and to act according to it ;—a melan- 
choly instance of an attempt to recon- 
cile a sense of duty to a vicious inclina- 
tion, to conform the unyielding rule of 
right to the designs of avarice ;—the 
rapid and fearful progress of sin ;—the 
deceitfulness of the human heart ;—and 
an illustration of some very important 
principles of the divine government. 

To families in which a portion of the 
Lord’s day is spent in reading aloud, 
this volume is peculiarly suitable. The 
average length of the Sketches is fifteen 
pages ; and their intrinsical qualities 
will make them acceptable, both to the 
young and to persons who are mature 
in years and experience. 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


Short Discourses to be read in Families, By 
Witriam Jay. In Two Volumes. London: 
Bartlett. Pp. xxx., 686, and xx., 676. 


The greater part of these discourses have 
been before the world more than forty years, 
and their circulation has been very extensive. 
The verdict of the public has been pronounced 
in favour of their excellence, and we are far 
indeed from wishing to impugn it. If we do 
not enlarge on their simplicity of language, 
ingenuity of illustration, and richness of scrip- 
tural wisdom, it is because they do not need 
our eulogy. These volumes constitute the 
eleventh and twelfth of the series, and it is 
with mingled pleasure and pain that we read 
the author's language in an advertisement pre- 
fixed to the latter, “This volume ends the 
entire edition of my works.” We are glad 
that he has been permitted to revise his publi- 
cations, and leave them in a state so well 
adapted to please and instruct future generations, 
while we feel a regret somewhat similar to that 
which the Ephesian elders felt when Paul told 
them that they should see his face no more. 
Mr. Jay’s works will long occupy a place upon 
the book-shelyes of many judicious Christians 
of all evangelical denominations, 


The Footsteps of Messiah, a Review of Pas- 

= sages in the History of Jesus Christ. By 
the Rev. W. Leasx, Author of “ Our Era,” 
“The Evidences of Grace,” &e. London: 
Snow. 12mo. pp. viii. 35]. 


Mr. Leask is already favourably known to 
our readers, We are gratified to be able to add 
that the present work will increase his reputa- 
tion as an author. The title it bears is not 

"more striking and euphonious, than adapted to 
convey a correct idea of the volume it desig- 
nates. Without being detained by any critical 
investigations, or arrested in his career by 
speculative profundities, the reader is con- 
ducted from stage to stage in the history of 
Jesus Christ, and is supplied at every halting- 
place with a variety of pious, pertinent, and 

rofitable reflections. The principles involved 
in the recorded facts of the Saviour’s history 
are variously applied ; and with peculiar earnest- 
ness to the circumstances of the present times. 
The style is flowing and popular, and presents 
a pleasing specimen of the combination of sim- 
plicity with elegance. 


The Philosophy of Religion, or an Illustration 
of the Moral Laws of the Universe. By 
Tuomas Dick, LL.D. London: Collins. 
12mo, pp. 384, 


The book before us is a moral and religious 
treatise from the pen of a man of science, with 
strong, if not passionate predilections in 
favour of the science of astronomy, well known 
by his writings, and held in high estimation on 
account of their utility and excellence. Its 
illustrations are extensivelydrawn from scientific, 
and especially astronomical, sources. Thus we 
see in it what we wish more generally to have 


| the opportunity of observing, science fulfilling 
her highest vocation, as the handmaid of true 
religion. The style of the work, like that of 
most of Dr. Dick’s productions, is popular, and 
the price exceedingly low; the volume forming 
one of a cheap series of new and original works 
publishing by Collins, It may be perused with 
interest and advantage by a numerous class of 
readers, but for our own part we like our author 
better as a Christian philosopher than as a 


| philosophic Christian, and his books of Chris- 


tianized philosophy better thax those professing 
to treat of the philosophy of Christianity. It 
appears to us that his style both of writing and 
thinking is much better suited to the statement 
of the plain facts of physical, than to the close 
analysis necessary to the discussion of meta- 
physical and moral science. Of the justness of 
this opinion numerous proofs might be adduced 
from the volume upon our table. Still, for 
general correctness of religious sentiment, for 
truly Christian spirit and aim, and for the 
aptitude and force of many of its illustrations, 
Dr. Dick’s Philosophy of Religion bas our 
cordial recommendation. 


The Life of Martin Boos, a Roman Catholic 
Clergyman in Germany. Wondon: R. T.S8. 
Monthly Volume. Price 6d. 


Boos, who died in 1824, aged 63, was born on 
the confines of Upper Bavaria and Suabia. 
Soon after his entrance on his work asa Romish 
parish priest, he imbibed the principles held by 
a small evangelical party of German Roman 
catholics, who were endeavouring to combine 
obedience to the church with a rejection of 
its errors and mal-practices. He consequently 
believed and taught the doctrine of justification 
by a living faith in Christ, and for this he was 
constantly persecuted by his ecclesiastical su- 
periors. The narrative is interesting, and the 
remarks which accompany it are judicious. 
There are two classes of persons especially among 
whom it is desirable that it should be circulated : 
the first consists of accessible Roman catholics ; 
the second of protestant ministers. Among 
some of the latter class it will probably excite 
this inquiry :—If I approve of the stedfastness 
of this man in determining to preach the scrip- 
tural doctrine of justification constantly and 
plainly, in the midst of such painful opposition, 
ought J not to make the same doctrine more 
prominent than it has been, in my own minis- 
trations ? 


The Sacred Psaltery, in Four Vocal Parts, 
consisting principally of Original Psalm and 
Hymn Tunes, in various Metres, and other 
Sacred Pieces, including an Original Anthem 
from the 33rd Psalm, with Orches! ral Accom- 
‘paniments ; and an Accompaniment to all the 
Music for the Organ or Piano Forte. The 
whole arranged and chiefly composed by JouN 
Campsett of Glasgow. London: Hart, 


Hatton Garden. 8yo. pp. 60. 
We need some new tunes, for editorship has 
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spoiled many of the old ones, The standard 
compositions which have been sung with delight 
in Christian congregations from our earliest re- 
membrance, and which every body knew and 
admired, have appeared in so many collections, 
compiled by editors of different tastes, and 
have undergone so many “improvements, 
that unless the music is before a worshipper, as 

iven in the selection that happens to be used, 
it is almost impossible for him to sing an old 
tune without the danger of creating discord. 
We welcome, therefore, a collection like that 
before us, containing a considerable number of 
original tunes, exceedingly well adapted to con- 
gregational use. One, we have placed on an 
earlier page as a specimen, in full expectation 
that it will enforce the advice which we give to 
our musical friends, to obtain the volume from 
which it is extracted, 


The Six Days of Creation: a Series of Fa- 
miliar Letters from a Father to his Children, 
describing the Natural History of each Day's 
Mercies, with particular reference to the 
illustration of Scriptural Truth. By W.G. 
Ruinp. Third Edition. London: Bagster 
and Sons, Square 8yo, pp. 354. 


The design of this work is threefold. First, 
in order to illustrate the Mosaic account of the 
creation, plates are given exhibiting to the eye 
the result of each day’s work, with explanatory 
remarks. Secondly, combined with these is 


much information respecting the natural history | 


and uses of the things created. Thirdly, it has 
been the aim of the author to introduce as fre- 
quently as possible reference to the truths of the 
gospel, and to the renovation of that world 
which sin has spoiled, under the government of 
him who is “ Heir of all things:” under this 
head, there are a few observations which do not 
entirely accord with our views ; but, looking at 
the volume as a whole, we can cordially recom- 
mend it as instructive and interesting. Prefixed 
to it are, A Geographical Clock for the com- 
parison of London ‘Time with that of the prin- 
cipal places in various parts of the world, and 
the Terrestrial Hemisphere, showing London as 
the centre of the Habitable Globe. 


A Basket of Fragments ; being the Substance of 
Sexmons by the late Rev. R. M. M*Cheyne, 
Minister of St. Peter's Church, Dundee. 
Second edition, considerably enlarged, 
Aberdeen: G. and R. King, . London: 
Ward and Co. 24mo., pp, 376. 


Notes of thirty-seven sermons, taken by Mr. 
M‘Cheyne’s hearers, and published as an exem- 
plification of the remark that “the notes of 
some men’s sermons are better than the finished 
performances of others.” 


Concio ad Clerum. A Voice from the Laodicean 
Churches to the Pastorate. A Lay Sug- 
gestion as to some of the causes of “the Com- 
aries Inefficacy of Preaching.” London: 

. L. Green, 24mo, pp. 24, 


There are suggestions in this tract which the 
pastors of churches would do well to consider. 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approbed. 


{It should be understood that insertion in this list is not a 
mere announcement: it expresses approbation of the works 
enumerated,—not of course extending to every particular, but 
an approbation of their general character and tendency.] 


Knight’s Standard Edition of the Pictorial Bible. 
Part XI. First half. Price 2s. 


Lessons for the Living, from the Experience of 
the Dying. By Witt1am Buiarca, Author of “ Lec- 
tures on the Historical Confirmation of the Scrip- 
tures,” &c. Second Edition. London: Johnstone, 
pp. 109. 

Bright Clouds and Dark Shadows; or Sketches of 
Lowly Life. London: Johnstone. 16mo. pp. 204. 


The Fruits of the Spirit. 


By the Rev. WILLIAM 
Henry Ex.iotr, Ebenezer 


Chapel, Shoreditch, 


| London. Secoud Edition. London: Ward, pp. 102. 


The Good Man Serving his Generation ; A Sermon 
occasioned by the Death of Thomas Caddick, Esq., 
preached in the Baptist Chapel, Tewkesbury, De- 
cember 19, 1847, with a Sketch of his Life. By 
JoHN Bere. Published by Request. London: B. L. 
Green, 8vo. pp. 32. 


The Service of Song in the House of the Lord; 
An Oration and Argument. By THomas BINNEY. 
London: Jackson and Walford, 8vo. pp. 58. 


The Anxious Inquirer after Salvation Directed 
@nd Encouraged. By Joan ANGELL JameEs. London - 
RTS. Price 6d. 


Guide to the Saviour. For the Young. London: 


RTS. pp. 96. Price 8d. 


Memorials of Bertie, the Taught of God. By his 
Mother. London: Ward. 16mo. pp. 170. 


The Eclectic Review for January, 1848. Contents. 
I. The Presbyterians of Ulster and the Regium 
Donum. II. Duncan’s Travels in Western Africa. 
Ill. Greenleaf and Strauss—Credibility of the Evan- 
gelists. IV. James II. and the Protestant Bishops. 
VY. Ranke’s History of Servia, WI. English Schools 
of Art. VII. Hutton’s Five Years in the East. 
VIII. The Crisis of Popular Education, &c. &c. &e, 
London: Price 2s. 6d. 


Lowe's Edinburgh Magazine, and Protestant and 
Educational Journal, for January. London: Price 1s. 


a 


The Herald of Peace for Janu 1848. Z 
Ward. pp. 16. bi mali 


The Teacher’s Offering for 1847. London; Ward. 
pp. 208. 


_The Teacher's Offering, or Sunday School Monthly 
Visitor for January, 1848. London: Price ld. 


—— 


F The Life of John Wickliff. Reprinted from the 
‘Teacher's Offering” for 1847. London: Price 6d. 


—_ 


Questions aud Lessons on Seripture Portions, for 
Every Sunday, for the use of Sunday Schools, Bible 
or Catechumen Classes, and Families. No. I. for 
January, February, and March, 1848. To be pub- 
lished Quarterly. Arranged and Published by the 
Rey, Jon StepuEenson. London: Mason, pp. 36. 


INTEDL 
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IGENCE. 


AMERICA. 
BAPTIST CHURCH POLITY. 


Mr. Crowell, the editor of the Boston Chris- 
tian Watchman, has done us the honour to 
reprint the whole of the long Review of his 
work on Church Government and that of Mr. 
Wenger of Calcutta, which appeared in our 
number for Novernber last. In introducing 
it to his readers he observes that as it pre- 
sents some points in regard to which there is 
not an entire agreement between the baptists 
in England and in America, he thinks they 
will both excuse him for inserting it and derive 
benefit from the perusal. He adds some re- 
marks which, as they are intended to elucidate 
the opinions and practices of our brethren in 
the United States, and correct what he deems 
misconceptions on our part, we have great 
pleasure in laying before our friends, 


“Tt is not our design to say a word by way 
of parrying any of the criticisms in the above 
article so far as they relate to the book, but 
as most, if not all of them, bear with equal 
directness on the principles and practices of 
the great body of American baptists, we may 
be allowed a word by way of explanation. 
The editor of the magazine says, ‘The 
American baptists do not understand religious 
liberty. They have no notion of the right of 
private judgment. Their associations control 
their churches, and their churches control 
their members, in ways that impede the 
progress of truth, and interfere with the free 
discharge of duties arising from our responsi- 
bility to the One Master.’ 

“Many baptists in this country will be 
surprised at this opinion of them, coming 
from an English baptist. But we think that 
the opinion arises from a misapprehension of 
our position and practices, Our meaning 
will be understood by referring to the totally 
different political and social positions of 
baptists in England and America. An 
English baptist is necessarily a protest-ant 
and a dissenter. He lives under the shadow 
of a national church establishment ; richly 
endowed by law, from whose doctrines and 
practices he dissents, yet which he is taxed to 
support. Against this he protests. He is 
hemmed in on eyery side by vexatious dis- 
abilities and restrictions, Worldly and lordly 
bishops, prating about their ‘apostolic suc- 
cession,’ living on the labours of a people for 
whose spiritual good they do not labour, look 
scornfully upon them, and continually de- 
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nounce them as schismatics. No wonder 
that English baptists should think nothing so 
desirable as liberty. Smarting as they do, 
every day, underthe tyranny of ‘THe Cuurca,’ 
it is not strange that they should be driven to 
the opposite extreme, when speaking of the 
proper powers of a church. We are not 
surprised that they imagine evil lurking in 
some of our practices, nor that they mistake 
the real import of some of our expressions. 

‘*In this country the state of things is 
entirely different. We have no church and 
state, no form of religion established by law. 
We are not profest-auts nor dissenters. So 
far as the baptist church polity is concerned, 
we may be called the established churches— 
for we have, certainly, a large majority of the 
American people with us. Methodism, pres- 
byterianism, papacy, episcopacy, are all 
dissenting bodies in the United States, if there 
are any such. It is true that one or two 
newspapers, like the N. Y, Churchman, try 
to ape the tone and manners of British epis- 
copacy, but it only reminds us of the toad in 
the fable, who aspired to the size of the bull. 
Our danger does not arise from the want, or 
the restriction of liberty, but from the excess 
of it. Freedom of opinion in this country is 
so rampant, and Christianity is so popular, 
that every body wishes to be recognized as a 
Christian, whatever he believes. We do not 
claim for the churches the power to limit 
freedom of opinion, or the night of private 
judgment, but we do claim that they must 
declare what doctrines and practices are con- 
sistent, and what are inconsistent with mem- 
bership in the church of Christ. Our churches 
all maintain that each individual person is 
separately and individually accountable to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as strongly as our 
English brethren can do, but we also main- 
tain, that because he is so accountable, it does 
by no means follow, that a church must 
sanction all he believes and practices as con- 
sistent with a credible profession of dis- 
cipleship, 

“As to the ‘creeds’ or ‘confessions of 
faith’ used by our churches, they are generally 
confined to the fundamental principles of 
our faith, and designed, not to limit private 
judgment, nor as the tests of orthodoxy, or 
of heterodoxy in the members; but as a 
general expression of the leading doctrines of 
the church, for the information of all. We 
have never known a member to be tried by 
the creed of the church for any alleged un- 
soundness in the faith, nor to be excommuni- 
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cated for rejecting its creed or articles. They 
are used for other purposes. American 
baptists allow and maintain the right of 
private judgment to the fullest extent, —they 
would not abate a tittle of what the editor of 
the magazine claims, Yet they believe that 
there is a wide difference between truth and 
error, which churches are required to mark, 
and they believe that God is a God of order 
and not of confusion: and that they are 
bound to preserve order in the churches, by 
rejecting those who reject the laws and the 
doctrines of Christ. 

“ Baptists in this country will smile to be 
told that ‘their associations control their 
churches, and their churches their members, 
in ways that impede the progress of truth,’ 
&c. Our English brethren may rest assured 
that baptist associations in this country are 
very harmless things, so far as control is con- 
cerned. They have in fact, no power at all 
over the churches. As to churches controlling 
their members, our brother must be aware 
that they have none but moral and spiritual 
power. 


than in any other. This is one fruit of free 
institutions. It may be that individual 
opinion is sometimes controlled by public 
opinion, and this may be the case to some 
extent in our churches. But the only remedy 
is an increase of knowledge, piety, moral 
courage, zeal, and activity in the churches. 

“ Our English brother seems to be surprised 
at a written licence to preach the gospel. 
Whether Paul or Peter ever saw such a 
document or not, it is certain that the former, 
in writing to a church, tells them that whom- 
soever they shall approve by ‘their letters, 
he will send with their contribution ; and it 
is quite probable that he would use equal 
caution in regard to the credentials of a can- 
didate for the ministry. 
in an extended country, the necessity of 
written credentials, and we believe that 
whether Paul and Peter ever made use of 
them or not, they would, if they were residents 
of this country at the present day. Baptists 
in this country believe ‘that every man who 
understands the religion of Jesus Christ has a 
right to teach it,’ but they also believe that 
the Christian ministry is an office, on which 
no one should enter without having been 
called thereto internally and externally—by 
the Spirit and the church, 

“CAs to those parts of the above review 
which have special reference to the book, we 
leave every reader to his own opinion, Al- 
though the article, with our remarks appended, 
isa long one, we have thought it might be 
sufficiently instructive to repay a perusal. 
It gives us great pleasure to know that the 
important subject of church polity is exciting 
increased attention among baptists in all 
parts of the world. The circumstances in 
which Mr, Wenger’s book originated are 


It is probable that the power of | 
public opinion is much greater in this country | 


At any rate, we find, | 
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deeply interesting. If the corrupt and op- 
pressive ecclesiastical establishments of the 
old world, including popery with its countless 
abominations, are to be broken down and 
destroyed, as we assuredly believe, the baptist 
principles of ecclesiastical polity are to have 
no small share in the work. We hail, there- 
fore, with joy, every new ray of light on this 
subject, from every quarter, even if the 
effect should be to make our own darkness 
visible.” 


ASSOCIATIONS. 
IRELAND, 
The following churches constitute this 
body :— 

Abbeyleix.... iemmignsign tex a 
Atblone.. ..T. Wilshere. 
Ballina ... . W. Hamilton. 
Banbridge.. . John Bates. 
Belfast ...... «W. S. Eccles. 
Carrickfergu ses 

Clonme! .......... .R. J. Wilson. 
Clough Jordan .-M. Mullarky- 
Coleraine .... . J. Browne. 
Conlig.... ..D. Mulhern. 
Coolaney “ 

Cork.....0. ...R. Bentley. 
Dublin. ...J. Milligan. 
ASF scans we 

Ferbane . ..J. M‘Carthy. 
Kilcooly. «R. J. Wilson. 
Limerick _ 

Moate...... W. Thomas. 
Parsonstown . M. Mullarky. 
Rahue......... . J. M‘Carthy. 
Tubbermore.. wes 

Waterford, osc. c.cdieccsccsdesousstnese 


The annual meetings were held in Dublin 
on the 24th, 25th, and 26th of August. Mr, 
Trestrail presided. Mr. Milligan was chosen 
secretary. Mr. Bentley preached. The 
circular letter, prepared by Mr. Bates, is on 
the State of the Churches. The following 
resolutions were adopted :— 


“That this meeting, in recording the death of 
their late valued secretary, the Rey. C. Hardcastle, 
desire to express their deep regret at his death, 
while they devoutly acknowledge the hand of God 
in it." They unite with other Christian bodies, in 
testifying to the extraordinary personal worth, de- 
votedness and piety of their departed brother, and 
sincerely condole with the bereaved church and 
orphan children, and earnestly commend them to 
the care and blessing of Almighty God.” 


“That this meeting desire to convey to the com- 
mittee of the Baptist Irish Society, and its respected 


| Secretary, and through them to the baptist churches 


in particular, and to kind friends in general, a deep 
sense of their obligations, for their opportune, cordial, 
and abundant liberality in grants of money, food, 
and clothing for special and general relief, during 
the past year.” 


“That the very cordial thanks of this union be 
presented to the committee of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, for their generous and liberal 
supply of bibles and testaments, for the use of the 
day and sabbath schools in connexion with this 
union,” \ 
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Statistics. 


Number of churches furnishing reports...20 


Baptized ..csccccsscvsvessscgecterets 97 
Received on profession. 


By letter, and restored...... 23 
— 126 

Removed by death ...........+8 14 

Dismissed and withdrawn... 58 

EX ClUGER eens cetetuconseaccsess, D 
— 6&1 


Clear increase........ 
Number of members. 


The next annual meeting is to be held in 
Dublin on the second week in August. 


LONDON STRICT BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 


The fellowing churches constitute this 
body :— 

PETIG SUPOCE ns sancwo~vn-sesiknas «.....P. Dickerson. 
Cumberland Street. .H. Killen. 
Erahiord..ccccescvessecs .W. Ward. 
Trinity Street. ..B. Lewis. 
Westminster .. ..— Betts. 

IVP RIG? SENSE! tegevcsascsccoscccestesss C. Woollacott. 


The second general meeting was held in 
Cumberland Street Chapel, on the 19th of 
October, 1847. Mr. Dickerson presided ; 
Messrs. Lewis and J. C. Woollacott were 
chosen secretaries. The circular letter is on 
the Relative Duties of Church Members. 

Statistics. 
Number of churches furnishing reports... 5 


Baptized.............. 39 
Received by letter.. 25 
TROSLOLEA so vewn sean in sissnnn Some 
— 68 
Removed by death.............. 16 
Dismissed ~ 


Excluded 


Clear increase ....... 
Number of members. 
PCROUATN: Ove. cesbenscsees 
GACH OMS soe ca actos sesh chasece ses ssseerosesnsaee 44 


NEW CHURCH. 
SUNNYSIDE, LANCASHIRE, 


On the 5th day of September, 1847, a new 
church was formed at Sunnyside, near Raw- 
tenstale, consisting of forty-eight members, 
who have unanimously elected Mr. Abraham 
Nichols as their pastor, late minister of the 
congregation assembling in the Higher Chapel, 
Goodshaw. Mr. Nichols and his friends 
meet for divine worship in a chapel recently 
occupied by the Roman catholics, and kindly 
appropriated to their use by Marshall Brooks, 
Esq., of Sunnyside House. 


ORDINATIONS, 
HARTLEPOOL, DURHAM. 


Services connected with the settlement of 
Mr. James Smith, jun. with the church in 
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this place were held on the 25th of November 
in the presbyterian chapel, kindly lent for the 
occasion. In the afternoon, the Rev. S. 
Lewin, the independent minister, opened the 
service ; the Rey, W. Campbell, M.A. of 
Stockton, delivered the introductory discourse; 
the Rev. J. D. Carrick, M.A. of North 
Shields, asked the usual questions and received 
the confession of faith; the Rev. W. Leng of 
Stockton offered the ordination prayer; the 
Rev. Jas. Smith of New Park Street, London, 
delivered the charge from Proy. xxvii. 11. 
“* My son be wise, and make my heart glad,” 
and concluded the service. In the evening, 
the Rev. J. Douglas, the»presbyterian mi- 
nister, opened the service; the Rev. G. 
Sample of Newcastle-upon-Tyne preached to 
the church and congregation, from 1 Thess. 
v. 12,13; the young minister concluded the 
service by ashort address and prayer. Ground 
for the building of a chapel has been secured. 


ORFORD HILL, NORWICH. 


Mr. William Welch, formerly of South 
Street, Exeter, having upwards of six months 
supplied the pulpit of the baptist church, 
Orford Hill, Norwich, has received and 
accepted an invitation to the pastorate, and 
entered on the discharge of his duties on 
Lord’s day, Nov. 14th. 


LONGTOWN, HEREFORDSHIRE. 


On January 19th, the ordination of Mr. 
D. Jeavons took place, over the baptist 
church at Longtown. Mr. J. H. Hall of 
Hay commenced the service by reading the 
scriptures and prayer; Mr. W. Stanley of 
Peterchurch delivered the introductory dis- 
course, Mr. D. Wright of Cosely, Staf- 
fordshire, offered the ordination prayer 
and addressed the minister; and Mr. T, 
Wright of Lays Hill preached to the people. 
The services were interesting, and the young 
minister appears likely to be very useful in 
that dark neighbourhood. 


—— 
LIVERPOOL. 


The Rey. Hugh Stowel Brown having 
accepted the invitation of the church, Myrtle 
Street, Liverpool, to become its pastor, 
commenced his official duties on the first 
Lord’s day in January, 1848, 


LEWES, SUSSEX. 


Mr, Henry Lawrence of Stepney College, 
having accepted an invitation to become 
pastor of the baptist church at Lewes, en- 
tered upon the duties of the office on the 


16th of January. 
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TIVERTON, 


The Rev, Edward Webb, late of Cheddar, 
having accepted the very cordial invitation of 
the baptist church, Tiverton, entered upon 
his pastoral engagements there the second 
Lord’s day in the past month. 


RECENT DEATHS. 


FOUR MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH AT TUTHILL 
STAIRS, NEWCASTLE-ON- TYNE, 


An all-wiseProvidence having seen fit to re- 
move from this vale of tears within the last few 
months, four members of the baptist church 
at Tuthill Stairs, Newcastle, viz., 


MR. JOHN LEECH, 
MRS. MARTHA HALL, 
MRS. M, E. ANGUS, 
AND MRS. THOMPSON, 


the following brief notice of these events may 
not, it is hoped, be deemedan unsuitable com- 
munication for the Baptist Magazine. 


The first mentioned of these departed ones, "appeared cheerfully to adapt herself to those 


Mr. John Leech, was the son of pious parents, | 
who were members of the church, and who, | 


though they have been gathered to their 


fathers several years since, are still pleasantly | 
remembered, as persons of much simplicity | 


and godly sincerity, adorning the doctrine of 
God our Saviour. Not long after the Sunday 
school connected with the place of worship 
where his parents were accustomed to attend 
was established, their son John became one of 
its pupils, and throughout life evinced a deep 
interest in the spiritual welfare of the rising 
generation, being for many years a teacher, 
and for some time a superintendent, in the 
same school in which he had been a scholar. 
At the age of nineteen he joined the church, 
and from that period till the time of his death 
he continued a steady adherent to the cause 
of Christ, enduring no small share of adversity, 
and evincing, it is believed, no small measure 
of submission to the divine will. A few 
years since he engaged himself in the employ- 
ment of Mr. of Sandyford, near New- 
castle, and it bespeaks the estimation in 
which he was held by this gentleman when it 
is stated that, during his protracted illness, his 
salary was regularly continued. For several 
months previously to his dissolution, the 
health of our brother manifestly declined, 
until, after struggling with various and al- 
ternating symptoms, on the 28th of August 
last, at the comparatively early age of forty- 
eight, he sank into the arms of death, leaving 
a pleasing testimony to the power of religion 
to support the mind under trying circum- 
stances, and to direct the upward aim of the 
spirit to the regions of unclouded and eyer- 
growing felicity. May He who has said, 
* Leave thy fatherless children, and let thy 
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widows trust in me” be the support, the stay, 
and the guide of the numerous family thus 
painfully bereaved. 


Mrs. M. Hall, the beloved wife of Mr. 
George Hall, now of Darlington, was the 
daughter of highly estimable parents, one of 
whom still survives, namely, Mrs, Barrett of 
Bishop’s Auckland, her husband having very 
recently followed his daughter into the eternal 
world. A few years ago Mrs. H. joined the 
church at New Court, Newcastle, but subse- 
quently was dismissed to the church at 
Tuthill Stairs; and it may be confidently 
affirmed that in both connexions she ever dis- 
played “the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which in the sight of God is of great 
price.” Retiring in disposition and unob- 
trusive in manners, Mrs. H. might have been 
deemed unfitted to tread the more rugged 
paths of life ; nevertheless, she hesitated not 
to bear with patience and fortitude the yoke, 
whether of affliction or of duty, which her 
heavenly Father saw fit to impose. From an 
affectionate regard for the comfort of her 
partner in life, she occasionally accompanied 
him on his voyage to foreign lands, and ever 


varying circumstances of her life to which the 
leadings of divine providence seemed to con- 
duct, enjoying, it is believed, much of that 
calmness and quietness which are the portion 
of the humble believer. Removed to Dar- 
lington, whither business had called Mr. H., 


| she there again became a mother, but alas, the 


interesting event was quickly covered with a 
cloud, by the dangerous and, as they turned 
out to be, fatal symptoms that ensued, 
During those lucid intervals which alternated 
with delirium, the mind of our beloved sister 
in Christ was kept in perfect peace, and on 
one of these occasions her enjoyment strongly 
partook of the bliss into which she was so 
soon to enter ; thus illustrating the faithful- 
ness of Him who has said, “ As thy days so 
shall thy strength be.” She died on the 
26th of September, aged 30, and thus “her 
sun went down while it was yet day,” but 
“the Lord,” we humbly trust, “has become 
her everlasting light, and the days of her 
mourning are ended.” 


Mrs. M. E. Angus, the wife of Mr. George 
Angus of Barrington Place, Gateshead, the 
third person mentioned in this list, was the 
daughter of Mr. J. Bell of Newcastle ; and, 
having suffered the loss of her mother at a 
very early period of life, she was chiefly 
brought up under the care of an affectionate 
aunt, who now painfully deplores her removal, 
At the age of eighteen, Mrs. A., then Miss 
Bell, was baptized by Mr. Pengilly, for many 
years pastor of the church at Tuthill Stairs : 
and her case affords a pleasing specimen of 
consecration to God in youth, and an example 
which it would be well if all her young ac- 
quaintance and relatives would follow, Few 
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persons ever possessed “a larger measure of 
domestic happiness than did the subject of 
this brief sketch, and few ever inspired a 
greater degree of corresponding affection. 
Her disposition was naturally kind, and her 
manners agreeable. Allied to the object of 
her choice, favoured with temporal comforts, 
the parent of an interesting family, and sur- 
rounded by a circle of relatives and friends, it 
might have been concluded that her cup of 
earthly happiness was full, and that suc- 
ceeding years as they rolled away, though not 
altogether unchequered, would but have 
served to multiply and perpetuate her 
sources of enjoyment. But alas, “this is 
not our rest,” 
** When we expect to pluck the rose, 
A pricking thorn we meet.” 

A cold, caught not many weeks after her last 
confinement, produced effects issuing in rapid 
consumption, and, in spite of every expedient 
that human skill could devise, at the early 
age of twenty-five she was numbered with 
them who have slept in Christ. At the com- 
mencement of her illness, the mind of our 
young friend was not devoid of distressing 
doubts and fears. These however gave place 
to a more settled state of peace, and ulti- 
mately, to that entire freedom from the fear 
of death which alone springs from faith in 
Jesus. As her end approached she evinced 
much concern to be preserved from impatience, 
presented the ejaculation, “Come, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly,” and uttered as her dying 
testimony, the words of an apostle, “ Our 
light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory.” 


Very different from either of the foregoing 
nstances of mortality is the case of the 
venerable individual whose name is the last 
mentioned at the head of this article. Mrs. 
Thompson, relict of Mr. Henry Thompson, 
formerly of Paradise, near Newcastle. Mrs. 
T. had attained the good old age of seventy- 
four, and for more than fifty of these years 
had honourably supported the Christian pro- 
fession. Though living at a distance from the 
sanctuary, it was remarked that her family 
presented a pleasing example of early and 
regular attendance, a practice to which no 
doubt her own good management in no small 
@egree contributed. Of late years, increasing 
infirmities had greatly interfered with the 
enjoyment of the public means of grace, and 
when, on the demise of her husband, she 
removed to Newcastle, the powers of nature 
seem gradually to have sunk, until, on the 
llth of December, after enduring much 
suffering, she at length “ languished into life.” 
The nature of our dear sister’s complaints pre- 
cluded much communication in the immediate 
prospect of death, but to the writer of these 
lines she expressed her sense of settled 
peace, and at his last interview, made an in- 
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effectual attempt to repeat the words, “ Rock 
of ages, shelter me,’ &c. Mrs. -T. was a 
person of mild and benignant manners, and it 
is hoped her prudent and consistent conduct 
will leave a salutary impression on the minds 
of her surviving family and friends, inducing 
them to be “ followers of them who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises.” 
“Friend after friend departs ! 

Who hath not lost a friend ? 

There is no union here of hearts 

That finds not here an end. 


Were this frail world our final rest, 
Living or dying, none were blest.” 


Montgomery. 
Gros 


MR. T. BARTLETT, 


On Friday, the 3rd of December last, in 
the 66th year of his age, Mr. Thomas Bartlett, 
senior deacon of the church in the New 
Road, Oxford, formerly under the pastoral 
care of Dr. Godwin, and now of the Rev. 
Edward Bryan. He was called to his rest 
and his reward after a short illness, having 
faithfully served that Christian church, first 
as an individual member, and afterwards in 
the office of deacon, for nearly forty years. 


MR. R. STOCK. 


Died, on the morning of Lord’s day, the 12th 
of December, 1847, Mr. Robert Stock of 
Maddox Street, London, son of the late Mr. 
| Robert Stock, treasurer to the Baptist Irish 
| Society. 


MR. H. PERKINS. 


Died on Monday, Dec. 20, 1847, in the 
74th year of his age, Mr. Henry Perkins of 
Great Fransham. He was for more than 
fifty-seven years a consistent member, and 
for many years a very valuable deacon of the 
baptist church, Necton, Norfolk. He 
attended chapel and read the hymns as usual 
on Sunday, Dec, 19, though he complained 
of being unwell, On the Monday after 
dinner, he fell asleep in his chair, soon after 
which it was discovered that ne was insensible. 
A medical gentleman attended, but it was of 
no avail. He continued in a similar state till 
between six and seyen that evening, when he 
ceased to breathe. His death is a severe loss 
to his family, the pastor, and the church. 


MR. J. PEARCE. 


Mr. John Pearce, the worthy and inde- 
fatigable deacon of the baptist cbureh, South 
Molton, Devon, entered into rest on Monday, 
Dec. 27, 1847, aged forty-one years. His 
end, though almost sudden, was peculiarly 
peaceful, and his surviving and sorrowing 
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friends entertain the fullest assurance that he 
is now “absent from the body and present 
with the Lord.” 


MRS. E. PEET. 


Died in holy serenity, on the 2nd of January, 
1848, Mrs. Elizabeth Peet of Newark, aged 
eighty-seven years. She was one of the first 
members of the baptist church in that town. 
She experienced the renovating influences of 
the Holy Spirit fifty years ago, and her deep 
and uniform piety, her edifying conversation, 
her liberality to the cause of God, her kind- 
ness to the poor, and her zeal in doing good, 
endeared her to the hearts of her fellow mem- 
bers, end of all others who had the privilege 
of her acquaintance. Her experience demon- 
strated the excellency of evangelical religion, 
for she was constantly cheerful, and her cheer- 
fulness arose from aconsciousness of an interest 
in the great atonement, and an assurance of 
everlasting life through her precious Saviour, 
whose righteousness and grace, faithfulness 
and love, she was always extolling. No one 
could be more zealous of good works, and at 
the same time place less dependence upon 
them than she: Jesus Christ, in the efficacy 
of his blood, the strength of his arm, the free- 
ness of his grace, and the perfection of his 
righteousness, was the foundation of her hope 
and the joy of her heart. The church has 
lost in her a valuable member, and the poor a 
true friend, but the fragrance of her godly 
example is left behind. Her death was im- 
proved by the pastor the following sabbath, 
from words of her own choosing (viz. Eph. ii. 
8—10), which were very expressive of her 
views and experience. 


MRS. HARRIS. 


Died of influenza on the 12th January, at | 


Husbourne Crawley, Bedfordshire, aged 
eigiity-one, Mrs. Sarah Harvis, relict of the 
late Mr. Samuel Harris. She had been a 
member of the baptist church at Ridgmount 
for nearly half a century, and was much re- 
spected for the consistency of her conduct 
with her Christian profession. The deceased 
has left seven children, thirty-four grand- 
children, and three great-grandchildren, for 
whose spiritual welfare she always felt much 
concerned, and was consequently accustomed 
to speak to them separately on the importance 
of personal religion. ‘I'his was done by this 
excellent woman on her dying bed to those of 
her children who were able to yisit her, 


REY. T. LEAVER. 

Died on the 28rd of December, 1847, at 
Concord, New Hampshire, America, the Rey. 
Thomas Leayer (formerly a student at the 
Baptist College, Stepney), leaving a wife and 
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five small children, with an addition expected - 
shortly, to deplore their heavy loss. 


MR. D. SALTER. 


Died, Jan. 6, 1848, aged seventy-seven, 
Mr. David Salter, many years a deacon of 
the baptist church at Watford, Herts. 


MISS S. FOWLER. 


Died, on Thursday, Jannary 20th, in her 
twenty-eighth year, Miss Sarah Fowler, for 
twelve years a consistent and useful member of 
the baptist church at Weymouth. Her efforts 
in her Master’s service were unwearied; in 
tract distributing, visiting and administering 
to the wants of the sick, and leading them to 
the Great Physician of souls. Asa sabbath 
school teacher she was punctual and constant 
in her attendance, and by example as well as 
by instruction led the young in wisdom’s ways. 
A short time before her illness she had com- 
pleted a volume of hymns adapted to the 
young, which will continue as a monument of 
her talents and piety. She had established 
in connexion with her sister a class which 
numbered about forty, to whom she gave re- 
I gious instruction during the week. She 
laboured continuously until discharged from 
her work on earth by her Master whom it 
was her delight toserve; and is now “ entered 
into the rest which remaineth to the people 
of God.” 


MISCELLANEA. 
KINGSTON, SURREY. 


This chapel haying been closed for altera- 
tions and enlargement, and the erection of a 
vestry, was re-opened on Tuesday, Dec. 7, 
1847, when sermons were preached ; in the 
afternoon by the Rey. J. Sherman of London, 
and in the evening by the Rev. J. Aldis of 
London, and on the following sabbath by the 
Rev. W. Collings, the pastor of the place. 
The outlay is about £300, towards the de- 
fraying of which collections were made after 
each of the services, 


THE NONCONFORMIST. 


Tt is not our opinion that an increase of 
newspaper reading is one of the principal 
things which the present state of the churches 
demands. It is desirable, however, that every 
man should know something of public events; 
and it is exceedingly important that those 
who know but little respecting them should 
derive their knowledge from the purest 
sources. We willingly comply therefore with 
a suggestion that we shcu!d announce that an 
addition of eight pages is about to be made, — 
without any increase of price, to the Noncon- 
formist ; which is published weekly, and con- 
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ducted, we think it right to add, with great 
ability and consistency. It is an entire mis- 
take to suppose, as some do, that it is a 
violent and reckless paper; it is firm in 
adherence to its principles, but remarkably 
free from personalities and intemperance, 


WALTHAMSTOW FEMALE SCHOOL 


We have received from one of the secre- 
taries of the institution at Walthamstow for 
the education of the daughters of missionaries, 
an appeal on its behalf to the pastors of our 
churches, When it arrived, our space was 
nearly all pre-occupied or pre-engaged; but 
by displacing other matter we are enabled to 
commend to attention the following para- 
graphs :— 


About nine years since, some ladies to 
whom Christ was precious, and his cause and 
servants dear, commenced this undertaking 
in the hope of relieving, in some measure, the 
anxieties and difficulties of those devoted 
agents of our several missionary societies, who 
in distant heathen lands were “ bearing the 
burden and heat of the day.”’ The design 
then was, and still is, to receive, without any 
restriction as to sect or denomination, those 
children, regard to whose physical and moral 
state renders it absolutely incumbent on their 
parents, though at a painful sacrifice of feeling, 
to send them to the purer and more healthful 
atmosphere of their own native land. But in 
many cases such children arrived in this 
country, and there was no home to receive 
them. Often it was found that the near 
relatives of the absent missionary had died, 
or they were unable to take charge of his 
children, and but few friends could or would 
burden themselves with the responsibility of 
the little strangers. Then the means of the 
missionary seldom could avail to obtain for 
his child a really good school, and even 
where this was practicable, the holidays, sick- 
ness, and home advantages remained to be 
provided for. To meet these difficulties, the 
present institution was founded, where the 
amount of payment required is such as all 
missionaries can meet, and where the ad- 
vantages of school and the social enjoyments 
of home are carefully sought to be combined. 
The children are not required simply to pass 
the usual routine of ordinary education, but 
in each case the character, abilities, and 
probable future circumstances and destination 
of the child are taken into consideration, and 
the course of training adapted to them. 
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It has been most encouraging to those 
friends who are devoted to this work of love, 
to receive from time to time the most gratify- 
ing assurances from the parents of those con- 
fided to their care, of the delightful relief 
which has thus been afforded to their minds, 
by enabling them to labour in their distant 
spheres of exertion, comparatively free from 
carefulness as regards their dear children ; 
while the results already manifested in many 
of their youthful charge, enable the com 
mittee to rejoice in the happy conviction that 
their labour has not beeu in vain in the Lord. 
Some of these have now returned to aid their 
parents in missionary work, others have 
married in those distant lands, and are filling 
stations of considerable influence, on which 
their consistent Christian profession sheds a 
bright and hallowed light, while others still 
under the fostering wing of the institution 
give cheering promise for the future. 

A considerable amount of kind interest has 
been already shown by many friends before 
whose notice these circumstances have been 
placed, but its claims are yet made known 
only to a limited extent, and a decided in- 
crease in the annual subscriptions is still 
necessary to meet its regular and necessary 
expenditure. This entails constant anxiety 
and effort on the part of those most interested 
in its welfare, and it is earnestly hoped that 
this appeal will enlist the sympathies of many 
on its behalf, so that a stability may be given 
to its funds, which they have not yet attained. 

It would not perhaps be impracticable to 
find in almost every congregation throughout 
the country, two ladies or young friends who, 
under the kind encouragement of the minister, 
might be able to collect annually in small 
sums, according to the size and ability of the 
congregation, from one to five pounds, or in 
some cases evenmore. This would not only 
be a most material aid to the funds, but it 
would create a much more general and 
widely extended interest regarding an institu- 
tion whose claims are not local, but equally 
pressing on all those who cherish the cause of 
missions, One church in London and a few 
in the country have acted on this plan, and 
find it both pleasant and practicable. 

The committee will be most grateful to 
hear as early as possible from any who may 
be disposed to make a favourable response to 
this appeal. 

Communications may be addressed to Mrs, 
Foulger, Walthamstow, Essex; or to Mr. 
Eustace Carey, 3, Hastcott Place, Ferdinand 
Street, Camden Town. 
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MENTAL IMPROVEMENT SOCIETIES. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


~ $1r,—Through the medium of the Baptist | advant 


Magazine I am anxious to invite the atten- 
tion of pastors, deacons, and other leading 
friends to a consideration of a few of the 
ages attending the formation and sus- 
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tentation of the literary societies connected 
with many places of worship, and also to 
meet some of the objections urged against 
them, ‘There are many of these institutions 
established here and there, and yet but few 
can be said to live. Past experience has 
shown that these institutions struggle on for a 
time, and in the very limited periods of two, 
three, or four years they cease to exist. Only 
a few members joined them; the leading men 
in our churches and congregations looked 
coldly or indifferently upon them, and in 
many instances the indiscretions of some of 
the younger members provoked opposition, 
and severe criticism was largely dealt out to 
them by those in authority amongst us. 
That this premature decay does not result 
from utter inefficiency, I think must be 
admitted, but rather from the indifference of 
those whose countenance is sought in every 
movement, and from the too limited means 
possessed by these societies for their own 
benefit. 

I beg to solicit attention to a hasty con- 
sideration of the subject in the hope thatall our 
influential friends may be induced actively to 
establish and support mental improvement 
societies in connection with our places of 
worship. 

Amongst the many advantages of these 
institutions must be prominently placed, the 
necessity of thinking. Nine-tenths of the 
world pass through their duties without think- 
ing—in an enlarged sense of the word; like 
a horse in a mill, they have certain duties to 
perform and they do them, not by thinking 
at every step, but by the influence of habit. 
In very many trades and occupations this is 
enough; and in many others where con- 
trivance and ingenuity are requisite the 
thinking powers are still- but little tested. 
Certain rules have been laid down for the 
guidance of the artisan by past experience, 
and he only applies them. The same re- 
mark will apply even to many members of 
what are called the learned professions. Cer- 
tain principles and details are taught, and a 
line of conduct is marked out for them, and 
they simply put them into practice and wait 
the result. Buta mind accustomed to think 
and to inquire is not thus satisfied. It seeks 
for a reason for every line of conduct, and 
wants to know how and why such results 
have followed, This spirit is preparatory to 
what may be termed the creative spirit. 
Having discovered something of the modus 
operandi, and having found out a reason for 
his result, he applies the same thoughts to new 
objects and operations, and is able to deduce 
from them general rules by which he may 
create new figures and designs. We know 
how important this is to the artist, whether 
in our manufactories and foundries, or in our 
painting schools, Every evidence of taste 
and design we see about us marks the creative 
spirit, The same rule applies to the minister, 
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the pleader, and the poet. They are assumed 
not to be contented with old ideas nor with 
ancient modes of thought, but it is expected 
that they shall produce new thoughts and 
clothe them in other robes, How important 
then is this habit of thinking, of reflecting, of 
creating, and not to act by instinct or habit 
only. And yet how difficult it is; how 
deeply rooted does every habit become—as it 
were, stereotyped; every year it becomes 
more faithfully marked in our demeanour and 
engraved on our souls, It isa wise provision 
that we do and can perform most of our 
duties by the influence of instinct and habit 
alone, and that we do not need to wait the 
slow process of reasoning. Were it not so 
our world would assume a very different 
aspect. I wish to move my arm and I do it; 
but to effect it, my will must be exercised, 
and must send a message to my brain to 
perform it: this is conveyed through the 
nerves of my arm, and its muscles move it. 
If you tickle the sole of the foot, the foot is 
instantly snatched away, and yet the sensation 
caused by the tickling must have been 
carried to the brain by the nerves of sensa- 
tion telling it that some mischievous spirit 
was meddling with the extremity of the 
nerves of the foot. A council must have been 
called in some dark corner, and it must have 
determined to draw away the foot, since it 
had no control over the intruder. These 
commands must have been carried by the 
nerves of motion to the whole leg, with more 
than railway speed, and a message left at 
every crossing on the line, and the requisite 
power excited in and used by the muscles of 
the leg to withdraw it from danger. All this 
is done instantly, but if we had been so con- 
stituted that every action must have been 
cognizant to us whilst it was being performed, 
our life would have been spent in defermining 
to act, and no time would be left in which to 
act. So in every trade ; having performed 
any action a few times, a habit is induced, 
and we continue to do it without any notice 
being taken of it by the brain. ‘This is the 
influence of habit, and it is so strong and so 
necessary that it must ever grow. But this 
is precisely the case with the lower animals; 
and therefore, so far we are not better than 
they, except that we can learn more habits 
than they can learn, and can therefore be 
more extensively useful. But we ought to 
use our reason, the great distinguishing 
feature of man. It teaches the mechanic to 
discover new contrivances and designs; the 
minister and pleader to find new arguments, 
and the physician to discover new diseases 
and new plans of cure. The man of habit 
merely, ends his life nearly as he began, but 
the thinking man grows wiser daily; fur- 
nishes to the world all its improvements, and 
leaves’ mankind better than he found them, 
Now, it is this habit of thinking which these 
societies are intended to induce; by their 
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essays and discussions, and their classes and 
lectures, the members learn new thoughts, 
increase their knowledge, and strengthen 
their minds, 
__ But now, an observation is very commonly 
made, “ Cannot they get this habit of thinking 
in their ordinary ayocations, and will it not 
thus be more likely to serve them?’ My 
reply is, that the influence of habit tends to 
restrain this. The excitement and unquiet 
of the workshop retard it, and whilst it is 
not impossible to learn to think by sitting at 
the work bench, it is anything but the most 
favourable position. Then it is asked, “Can 
they not stay at home after work hours, and 
read and think.” Doubtless they can, but 
after the toils of the day it is not easy to set 
the mind to continuous thought, and much 
then read is only half understood, and is 
speedily forgotten. Whilst this may be prac- 
tised at home, it healthily excites the spirits 
to come to and take part in a discussion, and 
to hear the opinions and views of others; and 
I am of opinion that more thoughts would 
get into the mind by occasional meetings of 
this nature, and that these thoughts would be 
more powerful. It is again objected, “ That 
it is better for young men to attend to their 
business, and leave alone other pursuits.” 
It is doubtless every man’s duty to give his 
best and first attention to perfect himself in 
that occupation by which he is to live, and I 
cannot think any man does his duty who does 
not give his best and most frequent thoughts 
to this. But there isa time for all things. 
If he be desirous to improve his knowledge 
or his capability in his trade, surely ten or 
twelve hours daily may suffice; surely he 
may with some advantage spend two or three 
hours daily in improving the other faculties of 
his mind. . Man was made not merely to 
gain bread by the sweat of his brow, but also 
to learn something of the works and of the 
providence of God in him and about him, and 
this I take to contain all knowledge. To earn 
his bread in this manner was intended to be a 
punishment for sin, and although a bountiful 
Creator has so arranged that activity both of 
body and of mind yields pleasure, yet this is 
still a punishment, asthe weary foot and aching 
head too often tell us. If therefore we rest 
with this, we neglect the most exalted and 
pleasure-giving part of our nature, and shall 
be rightly called to account at a future day for 
laying up our talent ina napkin. These so- 
cieties are intended to stimulate our higher 
powers, and also, by inducing habits of thought 
and inquiry, to put into the hands of their 
members more effectually the means by 
which they may acquire the necessaries of life. 
In necessary association with the above 
remarks must be mentioned the facilities 
which these societies offer toa greater or less 
extent for the acquirement of information. 
By their meetings for discussions an inter- 
change of thoughts amongst themselves 1s 
YOL XI.—FOURTH SERIES. 
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permitted, and by their classes and public 
lectures the thoughts of others are brought 
and developed before them. -Thus many 
opportunities are afforded to each member to 
enlarge his stock of knowledge and to enlarge 
and liberalize his mind. We complain much 
of the ignorance of our members, and the 
misunderstandings which are frequently in- 
duced by them. .This may probably be 
owing to contracted modes of thought, induced 
by a deficiency of ideas, and they thus seeing 
only part of a subject, yet thinking they 
see the whole, form erroneous deductions and 
opinions. These societies at any rate tend 
to give to our members and hearets greater 
capabilities, by which they may be made 
useful to others, and also in many cases 80 to 
enlarge their notions of men and things as to 
form fewer erroneous opinions, and be less 
frequently the source of mischief to many. 
Their discussions I think should have another 
beneficial result upon them, and through 
them upon others. Zhe practice of extem- 
poraneous speaking gives to them a quickness 
in catching the most important and tangible 
points in the addresses they may hear, and 
even in their less formal intercourse with 
others, and it also gives them a degree of tact 
in arranging their thoughts, so as best to 
explain their meaning, and therefore to make 
their abilities more useful, I think this a 
matter of no small moment. How few men 
of much prominence are now existing, or ever 
have lived at any one period of the world’s 
history; and yet theyhavelived amongst tens of 
thousands of men having minds equally power- 
ful, and who have had in every respect equal 
advantages. It does seem more than probable 
that these prominent men have not been the 
only persons then existing who had so much 
knowledge, or whose powers of mind were to 
their extent great. And it is more than 
possible that thousands of persons have lived 
in obscurity, with powers of mind and extent 
of knowledge far beyond many of those whose 
light has shone far brighter. I think, if this 
be admitted, that this may to a great extent 
be attributed to the want of tact in well 
arranging their ideas, and to the want of 
practice in developingthem. Let every man 
not only try to get knowledge, but also try 
to publicly show it. 

But now comes the great and far-stretching 
objection to these societies. “True, it is 
said, the members may have a more favour- 
able opportunity to gain some information; 
but how little information do they get, and 
how useless to them is the kind of information. 
And yet how much more elevated they are 
now than formerly; how little disposed are 
they to learn either from elders or superiors, 
and how impatient of reproof; but yet how 
much disposed are they to give advice, and 
to offer their countenance to new, and the 
so-called, improving tendencies of the present 
day. True, they gain a facility in speaking— 
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would they have talked less.” I cannot even 
attempt to deny that much unnatural feeling 
and imprudent behaviour has been felt and 
exhibited by some members of these institu- 
tions, and that many have become far less 
settled and useful from their connexion 
therewith. But I think I may take upon 
myself to say that such conduct does not of 
necessity result from these societies, and also 
that it is unwise to look at the follies and 
errors of the few rather than to the increased 
knowledge and more useful conduct of the 
many ; and I think it is found that the follies 
some times exhibited frequently are lost in 
subsequent years, and the information the 
members had previously obtained, having 
become more practical and having left a thirst 
for increase, has eventually been a great 
blessing to them. I am sure many a member 
has become a useful teacher in sabbath 
schools and in many other modes has been a 
right hand to the minister and deacons who, 
but for these societies, had not felt his ca- 
pacity for usefulness nor improved his powers 
by practice. Many of our ministers have 
trained themselves, in their early develop- 
ment, in these institutions, and haye become 
blessings to thousands. I would earnestly 
request our deacons and others having in- 
fluence in our churches and congregations 
well to weigh the value of “ Mental Improve- 
ment Societies,” and rather to remember the 
many members who have assisted them in 
their duties, than the very few who have 
been a source of great sorrow and trouble. 
Let them countenance them so as to increase 
the opportunities of gaining information ; let 
classes be established for the study of the 
lower branches of mathematics, history, and 
geography, and have public lectures delivered 
periodically on instructive as well as interest- 
ing subjects. Nobody objects to another 
having much knowledge; many fear that “a 
little knowledge is a dangerous thing.” Help 
these young men then to gain much knowledge 
rather than by the want of your support 
compel them to be content with a smattering 
of information. If ignorance be to the 
damage of the church, and if a sma// amount 
of knowledge yield much unquiet, it is much 
to be attributed to the indifference of those 
who know the value of knowledge, and who 
could if they would, remove the ignorance 
and supersede the smattering by a good 
acquaintance with knowledge. This is a day 
imperatively calling upon our leading men to 
advance the intellectual as well as the 
spiritual welfare of our young and rising 
people, I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Epwarp Situ, M.D. 

Birmingham, Dec. 16, 1847. 

EFFORTS FOR THE DIFFUSION OF POPERY, 

To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sir,—Some thirty years since I 
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well remember the pastor of one of our vil- 
lage churches expressing his fears that at no 
distant period popery would struggle for 
power in this country, and probably for a 
short season gain its object. 

To quiet his fears and for the maintenance 
of a contrary opinion, well do I recollect too 
urging the increasing liberality and intelli- 
gence of the age. 

With respect to the re-assumption of the 
papal authority for a short period in this 
kingdom, that I think, under God, will 
mainly depend on the integrity of purpose 
and conduct of the nonconformist body. 
With reference to the struggle for power, 
the signs of the times seem to indicate that 
it has already commenced. 

With your permission I will place before 
the readers of the Baptist Magazine, one or 
two facts of which I happen to have per- 
sonal knowledge, that will furnish proof at 
least of one kind of effort now in general 
use. 

The publisher of “ Dolman’s Magazine,” 
the well-known avowed organ of Roman 
catholic opinions, is at present, by means of 
the post, extensively distributing amongst the 
clergy of the established church, the “* Adver- 
tizing Circular” of his house, with which, on 
a separate sheet, is forwarded the following 
notice of a forthcoming literary work :— 


“ At press, to be ready early in 1848, in 
one large volume, octavo, dedicated by per- 
mission, to the Rev. Dr. Wiseman, bishop of 
Melipotamus. The canonsand decrees of the 
sacred and cecumenical council of Trent,” &c. 

With this notice is given the preface of 
the work; in which the writer says :— 

“The council of Trent has been first pre- 
pared for press, because that council is of 
more immediate use for the present times ; 
the errors of the innovators of the sixteenth 
century are there condemned, and the catho- 
lic doctrine is there also stated, on the chief 
points which still unfortunately separate so 
many from our communion; and also be- 
cause the decrees of discipline and reforma- 
tion published by that council embody the 
leading principles of canon law, by which 
the government and polity of the church are 
in a great measure now regulated.” The 
writer then proceeds as follows,—% This 
latter consideration weighed much with the 
editor, in inducing him at once to proceed 
with this last of the general councils. The 
times were said to be ripe for a restoration in 
this country of the ordinary discipline of the 
church as regards bishops and clergy ; or at 
all events it appeared to many that the day 
could not be far distant when such a con- 
summation must be looked for; and when, 
therefore, it would become’or was becoming 
necessary, to enable all, readily and easily, 
to study the new duties and rights which 


they would, perhaps soon, be called upon to 
exercise,” 


wef 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Now looking at this movement, in con- 
xexion with the well-known policy and sub- 
tlety of the advocates of the papal superstition, 
Ican but fear there is too much reason to 
_ conclude that they have strong grounds to 

believe that many of the clergy are ready to 
receive their literary communications, 

Is not the time come then, when the 
watchmen upon the walls of our Zion should 
sound the alarm, putting the church upon its 
guard, and calling upon all the friends of 
protestant principles and religious liberty to 
come out of the kingdom of antichrist, what- 
ever may be the external form it assumes, 
lest, they partake of the plagues which 
sooner or later assuredly await her? 

That this has not already been done by 
many of my respected brethren in the 
ministry is not for me to determine; as far 
however as my own observation has ex- 
tended it has rarely been attempted. 

In time past, Christian charity, and a com- 
mendable desire to avoid giving prominence 
to sectarian distinction, perhaps fully justi- 
fied us in pursuing this course. 

For the future, if I mistake not, what 
with the claims of Rome on the one hand, 
and the conduct of the established church 
on the other, it should be our care, while we 
endeavour to live in peace with all men, to 
“earnestly contend for the faith which was 
once delivered to the saints,” and with all 
diligence instil into the minds of the rising 
generation New Testament principles per- 
taining to the nature and government of the 
church of Christ. 

Yours truly, 
A CAMBRIDGESHIRE Pastor. 


QUERIES AND ANSWERS. 


“Is the passage in the gospel of Mark xvi. 
“15, 16, parallel to that in the gospel of Matthew 
“ xxviii, 19,20? If it is, what may be the reason 
“ for connecting the promise of working miracles 
“with the former more than with the latter? 
“ and is there some difference between the belief 
“ with which this promise is connected in Mark 
“xyi, 17, and the belief mentioned in the 
“ previous verse, with which baptism and salva- 
“tion are connected ?”—Inquirer. 

The words recorded in Matt. xxviii, 19, 20, 
« Go ye therefore and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world,” appear 
to have been spoken by our Lord on a moun- 
tain in Galilee. Where he was when he gave 
the instructions recorded by Mark is not so 
certain. Gresswell and Robinson, who have 
examined such questions with great care and 
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discrimination, independently of each other, 
both regard them as having been addressed to 
the eleven at Jerusalem. They agree in con- 
sidering the interview referred to by Mark as 
the same as that recorded by John (chap. xx. 
19—23), on the evening of the day of the 
resurrection. There is no reason to sup- 
pose that Matthew and Mark refer to the 
same occasion, as the probability is that 
during the forty days that our Lord continued 
on the earth, “ speaking the things pertaining 
to the kingdom of God,” he would repeatedly 
give in substance the direction to preach the 
gospel every where, and baptize the converts. 

There being no evidence that the evan- 
gelists Mark and Matthew refer to the same 
occasion, it is scarcely necessary to enter 
upon the question, “ What may be the reason 
for connecting the promise of working miracles 
with the former more than with the latter ?” 
A natural answer is that our Lord in giving 
directions to the apostles, at one time enlarged 
more on one part of the subject than he did 
at another time. This is in accordance with 
his habits as a teacher; before his resurrection 
we find him delivering similar discourses at 
different places, and introducing particulars 
at one time which he did not mention at 
another. 

The writer sees no reason to suppose that 
there is any difference between the nature of 
the belief referred to in the two passages; or, 
between the belief of verse 16 and that of 
verse 17. He does not suppose however that 
the promise of miraculous powers and mira- 
culous preservation referred to every be- 
liever ; but thinks that from all that is said 
in the New Testament on the subject, it is 
evident that miraculous powers were con- 
fined to the apostles themselves and those 
upon whom the apostles personally laid their 
hands, with a view to the communieation of 
miraculous gifts. The power for which Simon 
Magus made a pecuniary offer, was not the 
power of working miracles, but the power of 
conferring the gift on others: a power pos- 
sessed, the writer believes, by the apostles 
exclusively. It may be remarked that the 
promise of salvation is made to every be- 
liever individually : ‘‘ He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved ;” but the promise 
of miraculous powers, in the next verse, to 
believers collectively: ‘¢ These signs shall 
follow them that believe.” Had it been in- 
tended that every believer should possess 
these gifts it would have been most natural 
that the language should have run on thus: 
And he that believeth shall in my name cast 
out devils; he shall speak in new tongues, 
&e.; but instead of this, the form of ex- 
pression is changed thus: ‘“ And these signs 
shall follow them that believe.” ‘The promise 
is not to the believer individually, but to the 
believers collectively.—Eb. 


—— 
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“Having recently adopted the views held by 
“baptists with regard to baptism, I wish ue 
“ possess a work in which the question is dis- 
“cussed in all its bearings, in order to be 
“ enabled to defend my principles, Ihave just 
“ been lent a work by a member of the church 
“of England, assailing those views and con- 
“taining a clever defence of ‘infant baptism,’ 
“ag it is termed. I should like a work in 
«¢ which the subject of circumcision, &c., is fully 
«discussed, and in which there is not too 
“ much Greek, as I am incapable of arguing on 
“@ question in which that language is the 
“point. I have been recommended ‘ Carson 
“ on Baptism,’ ‘Craps, &c. Will you kindly 
“ give me your valuable advice ?—J. W. M.” 

We do not remember any book more 
likely to suit the writer of this query than 
one entitled “ Infant Baptism Unscrip- 
tural and Injurious,”’ by John Craps. Its 
price is, we believe, two shillings. It is a 
work which cannot be too widely circulated, 
and we are glad of an opportunity to refer 
our readers to the warm commendation of it 
which they may find in our number for July, 
1841. On circumcision and the Abrahamic 
covenant, J. W. M. may find some remarks 
of our own in our number for December, 
1846. We had occasion to write pretty fully 
on some topics connected with the baptismal 
controversy in the last three numbers of the 
magazine for that year.— Ep. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


The Report of the Baptist Theological 
Institution at Calabar, which will be found 
in the Missionary Herald, deserves serious 
attention, Some of the statements contained 
in it are impressive ; but yet more impressive 
are letters which we have seen, written to 
friends in this country by the experienced and 
faithful brother who presides over it. Unless 
help from England be afforded immediately, 
Mr. Tinson assures them that it must be given 
up. A student who has just finished his 
course is about to settle over a destitute 
church, to which he has often preached, the 
invitation to him being, it is believed, unani- 
mous. The remaining students are all young 
unmarried men, who have given decided 
evidence of piety and talent, and who are 
likely to make acceptable preachers, “ It 
will be sad,” Mr. Tinson observes, “just as 
the institution is beginning to work with some 
degree of efficiency, to shut all up, and send 
these young men, after a years’ successful 
study, back to their labour, with little chance 
of their ever returning, and especially when 
we have no prospect of men from England.” 
What is needed is pecuniary aid for the sup- 
port of the students. This the commitee of 
the Baptist Missionary Society are not, under 
the existing arrangements, at liberty to give, 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


Some individuals are, however, disposed to 
render assistance themselves, and are anxious 
that the wants of the institution should be 
brought before the Christian public. 


A paragraph has appeared in some of the 
dissenting newspapers containing news to 
which it is probable that some who have seen 
it will expect to find reference either in the 
Magazine or the Missionary Herald. It repre- 
sents the committee of the Baptist Missionary 
Society as busily engaged in reconstructing 
that institution, and specifies certain im- 
portant changes which are to be made. 
Cowper's story of the Three Black Crows 
might be appended to it advantageously. 
The fact is, that a sub-committee is sitting 
which has under its consideration some of the 
subjects referred to, and when that sub- 
committee shall have determined what report 
to make—and when that report shall have 
been made—and when the committee shall 
haye received and decided upon it,—then we 
shall probably have something to tell worthy 
of the credence of our readers. It isa pity, 
however, that expectations should be excited 
in the interim which cannot possibly be 
realized. 


We learn from the French paper, L’Espé- 
rance, that the baptist appeal from the deci- 
sion of the Royal Court of Amiens came on 
before the supreme court at Paris on the 8th 
of January. The Court of Amiens had de- 
clared the worship of the baptists of l’Aisne 
illegal—they were guilty of unlawful associa- 
tion—and we regret to say, that the Court of 
Cassation has now confirmed the decree. The 
appeal is dismissed, and the fines are to be 
paid. M. Delaborde, the advocate for our 
baptist brethren, urged powerfully the right 
of unlimited freedom of worship as declared 
in 1789, recognized in article V. of the 
Charter, and inherent in the moral nature of 
man, and argued that the law against illicit 
associations applied only to associations for 
political purposes; but the court decided in 
favour of the adyocate-general, The editor of 
L’Espérance says, “ The condemnation of the 
baptists of l’Aisne afflicts us deeply. It shows 
how little the great and holy principles of 
religious liberty which the charter has conse- 
crated are understood; and amidst these legal 
rigours we ask with anxiety, What can con- 
scientious and upright men do in France, 
who, like these, only desire to unite in serv- 
ing God according to their wants and con- 
victions ? Ought they to renounce their con- 
victions and be converted, after the fashion of 
Louis XIV., or must they resolve to take, 
like our fathers, the dolorous road to 4@ 
foreign land?” It came out, on the trial, 
that the whole proceeding originated with the 
Romish clergy. A letter was read from the 
bishop of Soissons addressed to the prefect of 
l’Aisne, formally denouncing the baptist 
meetings, and begging him to take measures 
to prevent their recurrence. 
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ASIA. 


No letters have been received from India this month containing intelligence 


that would interest the public. 


The following information, as far as it relates to 


the east, is derived principally from the Calcutta Oriental Baptist. 


DINAJPUR. 


We understand that eight or nine professed believers were baptized on the 8th 


ultimo at this station—may they all have 


grace to continue stedfast in the course — 


on which they have entered, and then receive the crown of life. 
We believe baptisms have recently occurred at some other stations, particulars 
of which pleasing events have not yet come to hand. | 


BENARES. 


On the 2nd September two native young women, brought up by our aged 
missionary brother, Mr. Smith, were baptized on a profession of faith in the Lord 


Jesus Christ. 


ee 


JESSORE. | 


Mr. Parry gives in the following paragraphs information respecting native 


Christians at Satberiya in Jessore, and the district of Barisal. The date is Sep- | 


tember 2nd, 1847. 


SATBERIYA. 


I lately visited Satberiy4, and spent about | 
a week with the native Christians there. The | 
cause of our Lord is silently gaining ground | 
amongst the Mohammedans. I met several | 
Mohammedans, who have cast away Moham- 
medanism, which they seem to think is a. 
false religion, They approve of Christianity, | 
and many are in the habit of praying secretly, | 
but from the love of the world they are not 
able to make an open profession of Christian- 
ity. Some of them told me that they hoped 
soon to do so. When I was at SAtberiyé in 
May last, a Mohammedan who had been 
reading portions of our scriptures for some 
years, asked me over to his house for the 
purpose of getting me to conduct divine ser- 
vice. I gladly complied with his request—he | 
appeared to me to be near the kingdom of 
heaven, About a month ago the poor man 
was taken ill, and left the world, and I should 
hope that he died in the faith of the gospel. 
He has left a widow and three children, 
She left Satberiyé, and went to reside with 
her parents in a distant village. She has a| 
desire to embrace Christianity. She called | 
to see me, and Ifhad a long conversation 


spared, he would have sought to be baptized, 


with her about divine things. Her late hus- 
band had taught her to read, and she can 
manage to read imperfectly our scriptures, 
She told me that if her husband had been 


as he told her after I saw him in May last, 
that he had made up his mind at once to 
make a public profession of Christianity. 
The widow was not yet decided, but I have 
some hopes of her taking a similar step ere 
long. May the Lord turn her heart, and | 
may she soon take refuge in Christ, and thus 
save her own soul, and be the means of. 
saving the souls of her three children. One 
is a boy of about ten years old—he is a sweet | 
child—he can read fluently, and weaves to 
support himself, sister, a little brother, and 
his poor mother, I asked him if he wished 
to stay with us—he answered in the affiirma- 
tive. 

The little church at Satberiya will, I 
hope, ere long become a great one. All the 
members act consistently, and walk accord- 
ing to the gospel. One poor brother has 
fallen into the sin of sabbath-breaking, but 
has repented. : 


ae 
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BARISAL, 


The last accounts from Barisél are encour- 
aging ; several new persons wish to join the 
Christians. The two native preachers whom 
I have stationed in the Baris4] villages, went 


mission to assemble in the chapel. None of 
the converts side with Mr. Bareiro, as far as 
I am aware. 

Schools ought to be immediately established. 


to Digaliyé. The converts of Dhandoba took | If we do not, the people will think us indif- 


the native preachers to a shop, and they had 
worship there, as they could not obtain per- 


ferent about the interests of their children, 


DACCA. 


Mr. Robinson gives the following account of occurrences which have recently 
taken place in the district in which he labours. 


I went one day with the native brethren to 
Sudder market, about ten miles from Dacca, 
hoping that the river air would so refresh me, 
that I should be able to preach; but I was 
disappointed. On our way home, our native 
brethren visited a village called Rayabazar, a 
place to which I went by land last February. 
At that time there was a man in the village 
who showed himself a little friendly to Chris- 
tianity,and we have had our eye upon him ever 
since. Our native brethren, on our return 
from the market, left the boat and walked up 
to his house. He received them in a very 
friendly manner, and subsequently came down 
with them to the boat to see me. I had 
some conversation with him on the main 
points. His mind seemed very unsettled and 
agitated ; he does not like Hinduism, yet he 
does not seem quite prepared to become a 
Christian; not prepared, I think, to bear the 
loss of caste and all its convomitant evils. 
Still, as the poor man will hear, and has he 
evidently reflects on what he hears, I thought 
it good to direct two of our native brethren 
to visit the village on the sabbath, to try to 
establish regular preaching there. Last sab- 
bath two of them went, and had a regular 
service, as in a chapel, on this poor man’s 
premises. He and several others attended, 
and seemed much pleased. When our breth- 
ren proposed visiting them three sabbaths in 
the month, they appeared highly gratified, 


and invited them to do as they proposed. I 
would fain hope, that if we are enabled to 
carry this measure into effect, some good will 
be the result. 

The box of books mentioned as reserved for 
Bikrainpore has been taken thither, and all 
the books distributed. Ramjiban and Jayna- 
rayan undertook the journey, but, four days 
afier, they returned, because Jaynarayan was 
ill; Ramjiban, however, much to my satis- 
faction, and without any prompting on my 
part, left Dacca the next morning alone to 
return to Bikrampore, and we saw him not 
again for sixteen days, when he returned with 
a smiling countenance, saying, that he had 
preached in many places, and that the books 
were allgone, I told him that I had felt much 
concern about him, on account of his long 
absence. “There is no fear,” said he, “every 
body treats us well, and is glad of the books,” 


I think I may say, that, generally speaking, 
things are now wearing a more favourable 
aspect than formerly. ‘The desire for books 
is by no means diminished, and we have 
never seen so much attention paid to the 
word as at present. Several natives have, of 
late, made apparently serious inquiries, and 
we have one inquirer, a brahman, who now 
eats with Chand. Our English congregation 
keeps up better than I expected it would do, 
under so many depressing circumstances. 


os 


DELHI. 


In this city, Mr. Thompson has lately had opportunit 
seed very extensively, of which he has availed himself; but, with w 


must be left to future days to disclose, 


Daily, since my return home, 
from the commencement of the year, I have 
been enabled to go among the city people, 


: 


ies of sowing the good 
hat result, it 


or rather | reading striking chapters out of the Psalms, 


Proverbs, and New Testument, as also tracts, 
discoursing with and preaching to them, in 
9 


a 
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conspicuous parts of the city, and having | numbered some hundreds of Sads, or followers 
from fifty to a hundred people attentively to of Dadu, who attended expressly to witness, 
hear me every morning, and in mild weather | and, as far as may be, join in our worship. 
in the afternoons also. I have thus addressed, | On departing they took away Testaments, 
from the 16th of January to the 12th of July,| Psalms, and hymn-books. The multitudes 
3480 persons abroad, and 1918 persons at that stand to hear me every morning, are 1n 
home and in the lines, chiefly attendants on | general very attentive ; but as they begin to 
Christian worship, on Sundays and Wednes- | comprehend the meaning of the word, they 
days at home, and on Thursdays in the lines, show an aversion to its doctrines. Several 
when the Christian drummers and their fami- | stumble at the sonship of Christ; one showed 
lies have been well enough to attend, For| his acquaintance with the writings of the 
the last few weeks sickness has been very| prophets by affirming that the rider on a 
prevalent among them, so that the worship | camel was Mohammed, and he on an ass our 
has been interrupted. Among the attendants} Saviour ! 

on Christian worship at home, have been 


CHURCH IN THE ARMY. 


A good work appears to be going on among the troops in the north of India. 
A correspondent writes to Mr. Thompson thus :— 


As yet we have not any chapel to meetin,as evening: so that we are very comfortably 
the major of the barrack department has been situated at present, and staff-serjeant Luff- 
absent fur some time from the station, and he man, an old standard, conducts the means 
would not allow any thing to go on except| himself, and he is able to instruct us in the 
under his observation: so that I cannot tell| way of salvation, He administered the Lord’s 
when the chapel will be finished. But there supper to us on the 7th of this month, as he 
is a serjeant of artillery that has four small | is an old experienced Christian. 
rooms, and we meet in one of them in the 


Another correspondent writes as follows, April 19th 1847 :-— 


‘ I have service twice a day: in the morning | found the greatest of mercies, should hold my 
in English, and in the evening in Hindustani, | tongue: for I far exceed the thief on the cross 
I have the New Testament in the Roman | in sin, from which I hope the same fountain 
eae ei end Hindustani language, and I | will wash me. 

nave a little congregation almost every day. 
Some are become very anxious to ee the From the same, 25th May.—We have our 
word of God, and some much affected by worship twice a day, and are enabled to read 
their constant attendance, I have hopes of the word of God, and pray, and sing in the 
one man in particular, he is never absent, and country language; and we are seldom or 
cannot rest content if he does not hear some | "CY® without attendance of from six to paige 
portion of the word of life explained. In fact, which increases and decreases, as their cir- 
only a few nights ago I was reading and ex- cumstances allow, or duty interferes. 


ene ve [ae of our Lord, and I From the same, 22nd July.—We are never 

observed him constantly wiping his eyes i i itt i 

Bey Seat asp y Pp 5 nis eyes, | one evening without our little congregation of 
ue cemed to be from impression and | natives, some of whom have attended for a 


tears. Nothing is impossible to the Lord.| whole year nearly, and are not content when 


How happy would I feel if only one soul was | duty calls me from home, that they have no 


brought to Jesus! This is a post in life in| service. I hope through the blessing of God 
which no person may be idle, if not so in-| that one of these men will offer himself for 
clined. The Lord forbid that I who have | baptism before I leave this post, 


SINGAPORE. 


The Calcutta Oriental Baptist contains the following account of missionary 


operations in Singapore, extracted from a communication of a Christian friend who 
lately visited the island. 


_ Rev. B. P. Keasberry, of the London Mis- | Singapore, and is labouring among Malays, 
sionary Society, has been a long time at! in whose language he is in every way quali- 


FOR FEBRUARY, 1848, 


113 


fied, and is do doubt doing much good | about twenty-five or thirty members, and 


amongst them, 


‘The kingdom of heaven |some of his hearers are in a very hopeful 


cometh not by observation.” He is the only state. I think it was Burder’s saying, “ The 


missionary in the whole island, and has, 
besides a chapel where he preaches on the Sun- 
day and Friday evenings, a boarding school 
consisting of Malay boys placed under his 
sole management for a certain number of 
years, whom he clothes, feeds, and boards. 
He has about twenty-eight boys under his 
care, two of them the sons of a neighbouring 
raja, and the progress the boys have made is 
very creditable, and the care taken to instil 
into them the sweet doctrine of love to God 
for Christ’s sake, and instruct them in the 
scriptures as the basis‘of their knowledge, 
must develop fruit in due time. Family 
worship with the whole school is conducted 
every morning, when the elder boys read in 
Malay a portion of scripture, and Mr, Keas- 
berry explains it. They sing delightfully. 
The society affords nothing towards its sup- 
port, and it is kept up by local subscriptions. 


Mr. Keasberry represents the Malays to me 
as a very indolent race, having no desire to 
cultivate land, most difficult to rouse from 
their lethargic state, and content to obtain a 
livelihood by fishing. Desirous to be instru- 
mental in waking them out of their long 
slumber, he is endeavouring gradually to 
create in them a taste for agriculture or some 
' useful trade, and for that purpose he has a 
piece of land, a printing establishment, a 
lithographic press, and book-binding establish- 


ment, all in active operation, under his sole | : ( 
| has again commenced it. 


daily superintendence, without any assistant. 
A number of his boys, as they grow up, follow 
out his advice by assisting in printing or 
lithographing, which ever they fancy. 


departments of work, is conducted by his 
pupils, with the exception of one of the book- 


binders and two men in the printing- office. | 


To show how much they love Mr. Keasberry, 


these boys could at any time obtain employ- | 
turned to advantage. 


ment with the merchants for high salaries, 
but they remain with him and feel quite 
contented with a small salary, plainly show- 
ing that they have a knowledge of discerning 
between serving worldly persons and Chris- 
tians ; and will not the Lord, by his marvel- 
lous grace, help all that are endeavouring, 
however faint their conceptions may be, to 


walk in the fear of God, and bring them in| 


due time to feel their miserable state and 


accept of the finished work of Christ? It is} 


the day of small things with Mr. Keasberry, 
but he can rejoice in having fruit from his 
labours, the church numbering altogether 


1} 
believe the whole of his business in the three | 


Lord commanded his servants to be faithful, 
not to be successful ;” and laying hold of his 
promises, that strengthens hope, and wrestling 
a“ him in prayer, a blessing must be the 
result, 


Mr. Keasberry very much needs a 
person qualified to instruct youth, and who 
would take the entire management of his 
school, a person possessing the love of God 
and the interest of Christ at heart, that would 
work with singleness of eye, “diligent in 
business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.” 
The society with which he is connected is 
willing to afford a liberal salary to such a 
person, if he can be found on the spot. Mr. 
Keasberry must feel the weight ofso many duties 
very much, but as he mourns over the neglected 
state of so many villages and towns around 
the island, and is very anxious to proclaim to 
them the ‘‘unsearchable riches of Christ,” 
and which he now cannot do, unless to the 
neglect of his hopeful school, I hope some 
one may be raised by the Lord to help him. 
Mr. Keasberry used to have a Wednesday 
evening English service at the Mission Chapel, 
but as the chaplain had chosen the same 
evening, for the same purpose, and in so 
small a community, Mr. Keasberry closed 
his. When I was in Singapore the chaplain 
had also discontinued the meeting, and as a 
remnant of God’s people is on the island, 
and they feel the need of it, Mr. Keasberry 


I must not forget to mention that Mr. 
Keasberry has a “helper” in his lovely 
pilgrimage, in Mrs. Keasberry, who is 
always employed in teaching the boys to 
knit and work in worsted during their play 
hours. This is voluntary work, and it was 
pleasing to see a number of the boys engaged 
in learning what may, some future day, be 
This shows that they 
feel grateful for the love shown them in in- 
structing them and taking care of them; and 
who would not devote their time to useful 
purposes when such ample reward as appre- 
ciating your motives and acknowledging them 


is bestowed? but when doing good in the 


hope of gaining a smile from our Father in 
heaven, oh what joy to work from love to 
Christ for what he has done for us! There 
is a school on the island for female children 
supported by the ‘‘Society for Promoting 
Female Education in the East,” and con- 
ducted by Miss Grant. 
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AFRICA. 


es 


BIMBIA. 


The following illustrations of the debased condition of the Isubus are furnished 


by Mr. Newbegin. 


I lately called on the head Njiengo man (we | great man. Immediately guns began to fire, 


should call him a high priest) of the district. 
He was a harmless, inoffensive kind of man, 
utterly ignorant of truth, but wrapped up in 
superstiion. He it was who once warned 
me against cutting down two trees, alleging 
for his reason, that all the Isubus would 
immediately die. The trees are certainly a 
fine ornament, and for that reason I should 
not cut them down. I found that he had 
applied to me for relief during a previous 
visit to Cameroons, and not finding me at 
home, he was taken by his friends to a re- 
nowned man ata distance. He obtained no 
relief, and, after a month, returned exhausted 
and near to death, 
smooth his path to the grave; I could do no 
more. The disease of his liver had extended 
to such a length, there was no hope of restoring 
him, This has been the character of most 
that I have yet had under my care. In order 
to confirm their very slight confidence, | 
think for a time I shall give what they may 
require gratuitously. I went to this man’s 
house as the mourning was going on. No 


sympathy was manifested by his neighbours | 


when he was sick, nay, the necessaries of life 
were often wanting; but as soon as he was 
dead, oh, they all remembered he was a 


I administered relief to | 


the women were all gathered to his house, 
one or two cannons were loaded and fired, 
all the people near came together, the drum 
was calling all to ery. I visited the house. 
The emaciated body was Jaid out on a kind 
of bier; a wrapper round the middle, the 
head covered with a red cap, the eyes painted 
all round with white paint, and a feather 
stuck in the ears. As many as fifty women 
were in the house, ranged at the head and 
feet, all howling and mourning, their hair all 
dishevelled, the tears running down their 
cheeks, and uttering the most extravagant 
expressions of grief. Nothing but conviction 
to the contrary would persuade a stranger 
from the belief that scarcely any of the grief 
is real. Women have often been known to 
burst out laughing in the midst of their grief 
for the dead. Imagine the hideous body, and 
the howling all around, an interminable din 
from the drum, and you may have an idea of 
an African funeral. The men show their 
grief for the dead by copious draughts of 
rum, often ending the day in a drunken fit. 
Oh, that the time may come when they shall 
not sorrow without hope! How do we need 
to be upheld by the prayers of our brethren 
and sisters every where! 


WEST INDIES, 


JAMAICA, 


The general tone of the letters which have been received of late from this 


island is by no means of a cheering character. 


greatly from pecuniary difficulties. 


Many of the pastors are suffering 


The want of success, which is lamented in 


so many other parts of the world, is also felt. One who has laboured many years 
in the island says, “ Our young people are giving themselves up to dancing and 
vain amusements, while those of riper years are, many of them, encased in 
worldly-mindedness, or led astray by the abominations of Obeah and Myalism. 
There are some, but they are comparatively few, who sigh and cry over the 
wickedness of the land, and long for the outpouring of the ‘Holy Spirit upon our 
congregations. Nor is this state of things confined to one church or one denomi- 
nation, It appears to be universal. Brethren of every society make precisely 
the same complaints, and to as great an extent as we do.” 
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By a letter from Mr. Clarke, of Africa, written at Mount Hermon, December 
4th, we learn that his health continues to be in a very unsatisfactory state. A 
voyage to England is thought to be desirable, but his medical adviser will not 
consent to his undertaking it till the danger of his encountering sharp weather in 
the channel is past. His own opinion is, very decidedly, that a temporary residence 
in England is necessary to render him equal to African service. 


Mr. Cornford, who has resigned his charge of the church at Montego Bay, has 
been unanimously chosen to the pastorate of the church at Jericho. 


CALABAR. 


The Baptist Theological Institution under the care of Mr. Tinson appears to 
be prosperous and useful, though greatly embarrassed by the want of funds. 
It will be remembered that according to the arrangements made at the time of its 
establishment, and ratified subsequently, the support of the tutor devolves on 
the Society, and that of the students on the Jamaica churches. The following 
Report for the year has been printed in Jamaica, and forwarded to the Committee. 


By the good hand of our God upon us, we | churches in Jamaica a native ministry may 
have been brought to the close of another | ultimately be raised up to carry on the work 
year, the history of which, like the general | of God among us. 
history of the Institution hitherto, has beena| During the past year, one of the students, 
mingled scene of light and shade. Foralong) Mr. Francis Johnson, has received and ac- 
time our hopes and fears continued to alter- | cepted an unanimous invitation to settle over 
nate in anxious suspense, as to the final|a church at Clarkson Ville, in the parish of 
suecess of the enterprise; but cheered as we) St. Ann, Mr, Johnson was ordained in 
now are by the past interpositions of divine | January last, at Brown's Town, where he 
Providence, and the present aspects of the | was formerly a member. And it is with 
Institution, the Committee cannot but repeat) much pleasure the Committee refer to the 
their grateful acknowledgment, that “having fact, that the deputation from the Baptist 
obtained help of God they continue to this} Missionary Society in England, the Rev. 
day.” Yet while encouraged, they dare not | Messrs. Angus and Birrell, were present and 
boast, but feel as those who are only putting | took part in the service on that occasion. 
on the harness. The satisfaction felt by our friends may be 

The undertaking has been attended with | seen in the opinion expressed after their 
difficulties, both with regard to the obtaining | return, at the annual meeting of the Society, 
of men and means, difficulties which none | held in London, on the 29th of April last. 
can conceive but those conversant with our| The number of students now in the Tnstitu- 
churches, and the altered condition of society | tion is seven. They are men of sterling piety 
in the island. These difficulties are yielding | and fair promise, and their conduct during the 
to perseverance. Men have been obtained | past year has been characterized by educa- 
of the right kind, and we cannot but think tional diligence and domestic harmony. Of 
that others may be found, who with a fair | their progress in study, the following report 
amount of suitable instruction, shall become | will testify ; it bears date the 
workmen that need not to be ashamed. 

Native agency in our churches had been ‘ “ 30th June. 
previously called into operation for a long ‘“ The annual period for the examiation of 
time, and to a great extent, but only in a/ the students in this Institution having re- 
subordinate capacity ; and there had been | turned, we have been occupied yesterday and 
imaginings that the time had scarcely arrived | to-day in ascertaining the result of their 
for its healthy action in any other form. It| labours during the past year, and we feel 
remained, therefore, to be tried. The experi-| much pleasure in bearing testimony to the 
ment has been made, and the possibility of] progress made by them during that time in 
success is no longer left to conjecture, for| the various departments of knowledge neces- 
though it is as yet but the day of small things, | sary to qualify them for the great work to 
from what has been done your Committee! which they have devoted themselves. ‘Their 
would indulge the conviction that from the| acquisitions in English grammar and composi- 
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tion, in ancient and modern history, theology, 
and biblical] exposition, were highly creditable 
to their diligence and ability, and the assiduous 
and earnest labours of their respected tutor. 
We were highly gratified in receiving a most 
satisfactory report of all, as to their Christian 
deportment, during the whole session. Nor 
would we omit to mention, an able and inter- 
esting paper on regeneration, read by one of 
the senior students. And in conclusion, we 
cannot but express our sincere delight at the 
manifest progressive efficiency of the Institu- 
tion, and the healthful character of its opera- 
tions, At no former period has it afforded 
such pleasing indications of future success. 
We do, therefore, most earnestly implore a 
continuance of the divine blessing on this 
undertaking, and heartily commend its inter- 
ests to the sympathies and liberality of the 
Christian public. 


“ Tyomas F. Anzotr. 
Joun Crark. 
Jonn E. Henperson, 
Bensamin Mitiarp. 
Rosert Gay.” 


It has been viewed as a matter of surprise 
that our churches have not earlier yielded 
competent men for the ministry. And this 
apparent defect has constituted, in the opinion 
of some, ‘‘a grave element in the missionary 
question,” why missionary churches in any 
part of the world now, should not supply men 
of character and capacity to sustain the pas- 
toral office, as well as in the days of the 
apostles, ; 

To persons conversant with the state of 
society in this island, and the previous con- 
dition of our peasantry, nothing can be more 
obvious than the contrast in point of mental 
culture, between the members of our 
churches and many in the apostolic assem- 
blies. For, admitting that the first Christians 
were, for the most part, cf the middling and 
lowér ranks, there were in many of the 
churches planted by the apostles, whether 
Jewish or Gentile, persons of education and 
influence. The gospel was first propagated 


t=} 


in countries where civilization had attained 


its height, in some of the most learned and) 


polished {parts of the globe, and among the 
converts were Jewish rulers—men full of 
wisdom, a yreat number of priests, honourable 


men not a few, converts among the literati of | 


Athens, and some in Cesar’s household. 
Here, the poor have had the gospel preached 
to them, and from such only have our churches 
been formed; and while we admit that the 
gospel is calculated and designed to produce 
4 succession of ministers as well as private 
Christians, and that it enlightens, elevates, 
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and refines, more or less, all whom it converts, 
it does not transform the illiterate into scholars, 
or necessarily impart a capacity for public 
teaching. Men must usually be fitted for 
such labour by the slow process of human 
instruction ; this is going on, and we cannot 
but cherish the hope, that young men will be 
found in our churches with sufficient piety 
and talent to become, with proper training, 
useful ministers of the New Testament, 
although we have none at present to fill the 
vacancies which death and other causes have 
created. While we lament this, and lament 
that ‘“‘to obtain a supply of pastors from 
England is obviously impossible,” we would, 
therefore, on account of that impossibility, 
the present paucity of ministers, and the 
aspect of affairs generally, most earnestly and 
affectionately urge on our brethren, the im- 
perative duty of looking out for the most 
intelligent and pious young men in the 
churches, and where there is manifest evi- 
dence of piety and talent, to encourage such 
to think on the work of the ministry. We 
are not ignorant that fears may be entertained 
of pursuing such a course, lest pride should 
be engendered, and more evil than good 
result. That all needful prudence should be 
exercised, none can doubt; but who so likely 
or so proper to practise that care, as the 
pastor whose mature judgment and best 
sympathies are engaged in the business?’ By 
a judicious and well timed encouragement 
many a valuable servant of the church has 
been brought forth, and in the dispensations 
of Providence, fitted for eminent usefulness, 
who, but for such fostering care, would have 
lived and died unknown, beyond his immediate 
acquaintance. 

We have again to mourn over the loss of 
helpers, in the death of one, and the departure 
of others from the island. Our esteemed 
brother Dutton, whom God has been pleased 
to remove from us, was an active member of 
the managing committee, and one who ever 
felt a very lively interest in the prosperity of 
the Institution. 

In conclusion, the committee desire to ex- 
press their most grateful acknowledgments to 
those generous friends in England who have 
kindly and liberally come forward to their 
aid. But while the committee tender them 
their warmest thanks, it is with sincere regret 
they again state, that without the continuance 
for a time of foreign help, there is not the 
_ slightest prospect of continuing the seminary. 
And they would entreat the Committee and 
their friends in England, to consider whether 
it would be wise to abandon the enterprise 
after such an outlay, the urgent necessity of 
such an institution, and the fair prospect 
there now is of final success, 


| 
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Mr. Webley has been Jaid aside by bodily indisposition, but when he wrote last, 
November 28rd, was so far recovered as to be able to resume his public work. 
He continues to receive encouragement. His Lord’s day morning congregation, 
he speaks of as very delightful, being composed of the mission family, the 
baptized, and about twenty hopeful inquirers. The evening congregation includes 
with these an attentive auditory of more promiscuous character. 


CANADA. 


The Montreal Register of December 28, contains a pleasing account of 
accessions to the church at Pickering, under the care of Mr. Davidson. Our 
friend, the editor, remarks that the communication will be read with interest, 
especially by the friends of the Baptist College, from which institution Mr. David- 
son proceeded to Pickering in June last. He adds, “May it please God to grant 
similar success in all the churches!” Mr. Davidson, addressing the editor, says, 


You doubtless remember, that at the last | ture, the falling leaves, and the setting sun, 
meeting of the Haldimand Baptist Association, | gave effect to the scene, while adown the 
held with the church in Markham last June,|cheeks of the impenitent the big tears of 
the low state of religion was deeply felt and | compunction rolled to the ground, and, as they 
deplored, and that a day of humiliation and | chased one another to the earth, seemed to 
prayer was recommended by the Association, | say, ‘The harvest is past, the summer is 
to the various churches of which it is com-) ended, and we are not saved.” One of the 
posed. The church in this place, prior to the | candidates who that day was immersed, was 
Association, and indeed for a short time after-|a person of great interest, who had been 
ward, was in a very low state. The day of| brought up in the church of Scotland, and 
humiliation was observed by the church, end| was much respected by all who knew him. 
it proved a most precious and glorious day. The news of his going to be baptized brought 
There was a spirit of confession and humility out a host. A very powerful work followed 
manifest in all the members of the church,| from that day, so that in a month fivé others 
and some faint breathings of desire to God | were brought to yield to the power of divine 
that he would revive his own work in the grace. 
midst of the years, and save perisbing sinners.| Another month rolled away, and brought 
The exercises seemed to betoken that God|to our communion seven others, who were 
would still be gracious, and bless his people, baptized on sabbath, November 28, in the 
so that the work of God seemed visibly to| presence of a vast assemblage. The wilder- 
commence with the services in the evening, | ness and the solitary place rejoice and blos- 
when a sermon was preached from Jonah iii, | som as the rose. The church, which in June 
10. numbered only fifteen, now numbers forty- 

Shortly afterwards I had the happiness of | two, having received eighteen by baptism and 
baptizing two youthful converts. Meanwhile | nine by letter. 
the brethren and sisters became more and| ‘There have been but few special exercises, 
more desirous of seeing sinners snatched as| and little or no excitement, but a spirit of 
brands from the burning, and made heirs of| earnest and agonizing prayer. The work has 
the grace of life. The preaching of the gospel | not ceased, as we have several hopeful inquirers 
had its desired effect on the hearts of some, | after salvation. The congregation has in- 
and we soon saw other four groaning under | creased in such a manner of late, that we 
the weight of their sins, and then rejoicing in | have been compelled, at this infelicitous 
Christ Jesus as their Saviour, These last | season of the year, to erect anew chapel, which, 
were baptized on the 27th September, when | God willing, we hope, will be ready for wor- 
an immensely large and unusually solemn | ship in a month. Our sabbath school, also, 
and attentive audience listened to a discourse | has received large accessions of Jate, and is 
from those thrilling words of the Propbet| in a prosperous state. The church in Mark- 
Jeremiah, viii. 20, ‘‘ The harvest is past, the | ham has also received an addition of four 
summer is ended, and we are not saved.” | members, and the new chapel there in course 
That day will not be soon forgotten by those | of erection 1 closed in, * The Lord has 
who were present. All around seemed solemn | done great things for us, whereof we are 
as the grave: the sombre appearance of na-| glad,” 
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HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


——— 


ANNUAL MEETINGS. 


Though the arrangements for our April Meetings are at present incomplete, it 
may be convenient to our friends to know that they will commence (p. vy.) on 


Thursday, April 20th, on the evening of which day a Sermon on behalf of the _ 


Society will be preached at Surrey Chapel, by the Rev. James Sherman. The 
23rd of April is the Lord’s day for the simultaneous sermons in the baptist 
chapels in London ;.and Thursday, April 27th, the day for the Annual Meeting 
in Exeter Hall. It may be inconvenient, in some respects, that the meetings 
happen to occur this year at the time called “ Easter 3” but it is in pursuance of 
standing arrangements which regulate the meetings of societies of other denomi- 
nations as well as our own, and the Committee, after deliberating on the subject, 
felt that they were not at liberty to deviate from the regular course. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


To the Secretary of the Baptist Missionary 
Society. 


| Let the question, ‘‘ How much owest thou 
unto my Lord?” have its due effect upon our 
minds, and I think we shall begin to make 
My pear Sir, A : sacrifices. I am sure that those who think 
I have heard that the income of the Society | on what Christ has done for them will be 
is likely to be much less than it was last year. | anxious to show their love to him, and how 
Ihave thought of a plan, which, if adopted, | can they show it better than by endeavouring 
would bring it up, if not over what it was last | to extend his reign ? 


year, and I hope I have thought of the plan} {have enclosed a post-office order for £1, 


in time, viz. if every subscriber whose cir- 
cumstances are as good as they were last year 
will give half as much again as they did then, 
and if their circumstances are better, that they | 
will double their subscription. The times 
demand it, and you know that our motto is, 
“Attempt great things, and expect great 
things,” Christians must expect to support 
Christian institutions; the people of the world 
have no sympathy with missions, and there- 


fore it will not do to expect much from them, 


as I think my circumstances are something 
better than last year; and when we think how 
many who were then in affluent circum- 
stances, are now quite destitute, we ought to 
present something as a thank-offering. Pray- 
ing that Christians may feel this to be a 
privilege, and not merely a duty, 


Iam, my dear Sir, 
Yours very truly, 
S. G, 


GENERAL BAPTIST MISSIONS. 


According to our promise, we continue the abstract from the Report of these 


missions which we commenced last mouth. 


Much interesting information will be 


found below respecting that immense empire which occupies the whole of the 


north-eastern portion of the globe, 


CHINA, 


there by the distribution of religious publica- 
tions. Mr, Jarrom, who had wintered at Hong- 


The last Report announced that Mr. Hudson | kon i 
I . g, Sailed thence on May 24th 
had reached Ningpo, and commenced his labours Chusan on Friday June 12th, and tan aan 


as 
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wards arrived at Ningpo, He states that in 
their voyage, though they sailed near the coast, 
they seldom saw the mainland, which was 


hidden from them by an astonishing number of 


islands, that appeared like formidable barriers 
against undue approach to the mainland. 


You have thus two brethren in the midst of 


the immense population of China, and hope 
may be entertained that a third, in the person 


of Joseph Hudson, the only surviving child of 


48 senior missionary, may ere long be added 
o that number. He is young, appears a con- 
yert to the Lord, though when the last accounts 
were sent from China, he had not actually 
joined the church. Mr. Jarrom bears honour- 
able testimony to the consistency of his conduct 
—states that his knowledge of the colloquial 
language of Ningpo is considerable, as is his 
readiness to express himself in it, and that he is 
daily improving. His desire seems to be, to be 
useful in China, in making known among the 

eople the glorious gospel. He manifests great 
interest in the mission, and already enters into 
all the plans of usefulness that the missionaries 
adopt. He adds, “Nor do I think he is more 
useful to his father now, than, under God, I 
trust he will become to the mission in a short 
time, when his understanding is more matured, 
his knowledge enlarged, and his piety becomes 
deeper and stronger.” 


Ningpo, your first station in China, is situated 
in nearly thirty degrees north latitude, and in 
about a hundred and twenty-two degrees east 
longitude. The province is reckoned to con- 
tain thirty-five millions of inhabitants. 


MORAL AND RELIGIOUS STATE OF CHINA. 


The accounts given by your brethren of the 


moral state of the unnumbered myriads of 


China, is like Ezekiel’s roll, full of mourning, 
and lamentation, and woe. Idolatry, though 
not with such horrid obscenity and bloody rites 
as in India, exerts the same deadly sway. 
Like the Hindoos, the people are without God, 
without Christ, without hope, without the sab- 
bath, without all that cheers, and sanctifies, and 
elevates the mind. Duplicity, deceit, fraud, 
and worldly-mindedness, and selfishness in their 
most intense degree, cover all the land. China, 
through its length and breadth, presents the 
awful spectacle of a vast Golgotha, where all 
are spiritually dead; yet with that infatuation 
which distinguishes the natural man, and ren- 
ders him akin to a madman, “the Chinese,” 
writes Mr. Hudson, “have no notion of human 
depravity, and they say man is naturally vir- 
tuous.” 


He remarks, at another time, 


“We desire to fecl, as the heralds of the 
church of Christ, in proclaiming to this godless 
people, the unsearchable glories of our Redeem- 
ing Lord; for multitudes of the literati have no 
god at all; a large proportion are Jed captive by 


4 material fancy and the dreams of an irresisti- 
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ble fate, and the vast majority have gods many 
and lords many, to whom they daily give the 
homage of their hearts. At times, you would 
almost imagine, from the scepticism and indif- 
ference which prevail, that there was no religion 
in the land; and at other times, and other 
seasons and circumstances, you would suppose 
them to be the most religious people upon earth, 
as in all things they are truly superstitious, and 
the whole land seems wholly given to idolatry. 
At the close of the Chinese year, for instance, 
and the beginning of a new one, which is just 
at hand, the whole city, indeed the whole land, 
appears moving with superstition, the people 
become mad upon their idols, and from the 
imperial throne to the peasant’s cottage, prob- 
ably there is not a family that does not pay the 
most devout homage before a senseless block, 
* to the departed spirits of their ancestral 
ne. 


TOLERATION. 


« All religions are tolerated here, if you will 
behave yourselves well, and not interfere with 
government affairs, ‘The imperial family has 
adopted the maxim to leave every man to 
believe what he pleases, and to practise what 
he likes, if he will be a good subject. This 
toleration consolidates the emperor’s power 
over the different nations which live under his 
sceptre. 


POPULAR WORSHIP. 


“In China, ‘the three precious ones’ are 
adored by the Buddhists, while by the Taouists 
‘the three pure ones’ are worshipped. Go to 
the temples which abound in the land, and you 
may hear hundreds of voices repeating the 
prayer, ‘Ome toofuh! O me too fuhy <«O 
precious Buddha!’—a prayer which they will 
repeat with some degree of variety, hundreds 
and thousands of times, hoping to escape 
calamity and enjoy protection and supreme 
bliss. The ‘shaven-headed priests’ of Budd- 
hism abound, and you frequently see them 
going, a number together, through the street to 
receive the thank-offerings of their followers. 
Sometimes you may see them with a written 
paper on their back, stating the temple to which 
they belong, the regions over which the god of 
that temple extends his influence; the merito- 
rious services which they have performed, and 
soliciting the charity of those to whom they 
apply. ‘This religion, though not at all popular 
with the literati, is the religion of the vast 
majority, and the masses arc thus deluded and 
ruined. The Chinese, however, are a very 
accommodating people; all the religions agree 
together; excepting in some few particulars, 
they blend their doctrines, ceremonies, and 
deities pretty much into one system, and go 
contentedly, in one delusive harmony, down to 
the regions of everlasting woe. In times of 
distress and seasons of calamity, the god, the 
priest, and the offerings, with various accom- 
paniments, are called in to exert their influence 
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to calm the guilty mind, and give repose to the 
troubled soul. ‘Their sorrows shall be muiti- 
plied which hasten after another god.’ 


WANT OF A SABBATH. 


Mr. Hudson often insists on the painful fact 
that they have no sabbath. This of course is 
the case in every heathen land, yet it involves 
a mass of evil not easily conceived. A country 
without a sabbath must be a province of Satan’s 
empire, and such alas is China, 

“ The Chinese haye no sabbath, and can form 
at present no correct idea of the Lord’s day. 
On the first and fifteenth of every month the 
government officers meet to worship the native 
deities, and give imperial instructions to the 
people; but God is dishonoured, and the people 
are uninstructed and unblessed; they have no 
sabbath. At the opening of the new year, they 
have several days of holiday to settle accounts, 
to visit friends, and repair to idolatrous temples; 
but they have no regular sabbath. The time 
is spent in festivities, idolatrous processions, and 
amid the scenes of iniquity and guilt; for they 
have no day of rest. At the various seasons of 
the year they have the most splendid idolatrous 
processions, and the priests of various temples 
frequently get up placards announcing days of 
special worship; but they have no sacred day 
or holy service for the true God. I have fre- 
quently seen these placards, and been to the 
temple on these occasions, and have generally 
found them crowded to excess, 


TEMPLES, 


“Tn the neighbourhood of our former residence 
there are six temples, all of which we visited 
while living in that place. ~Some of them are 
large ones and in good condition, and others are 
rather small, and in a dilapidated state. We 
gave tracts to persons whom we saw in the 
temples, and had an opportunity of giving to 
the priests themselves some Christian books, 
I have only met with one priest who refused a 
book, On three occasions, when we visited 
these temples they were crowded to excess, 
There was no preaching, no singing, but chant- 
ing of prayers, counting of beads, the beating 
of drums and gongs, the burning of paper, and 
firing crackers. In the court yard of the larger 
temples, there is generally a stage upon which 
some priests and others are placed in front of 
the gods, performing the required services, while 
the people in every part of the temple are bow- 
ing before the idols, and performing their idol- 
atrous worship. Were our friends at home to 
witness such a scene, their hearts would glow 
with gratitude, that they had the privilege of 
doing something to destroy such works of dark- 
ness, and restore the people to knowledge and 
peace. We were allowed to pass through every 
part of the temple, which we did, occasionally 
giving away our books, which were always 
received with apparent pleasure, When we 
had retired to some distance we gave away 
many books, We found it difficult to restrain 
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the people from tearing away from us the 
tracts, such was their eagerness to possess 
them. We have visited many parts of the city, 
and have frequently collected together numbers 
of persons to whom we have given books. May 
the seed sown produce abundant fruit ! 


EXCITEMENT. 


“The Chinese being thus sunk in ignorance 
and deplorable superstition, and from their own 
character utterly unable to appreciate true be- 
vevolence, it needs not excite surprise that the 
presence of Christian missionaries should excite 
wonder and even alarm. At Ningpo your 
brethren have uniformly received respectful 
treatment, and been allowed to pursue their 
work without the least opposition, yet for a 
time the city was filled with popular excite- 
ment on their account. There was an earth- 
quake, the heat was very intense,—the gods 
were now supposed to be angry, and the demons 
roused to fury. The people said that little 
demons visited their houses and rooms, and 
scratched their faces. Immense quantities of 
spells or charms were now printed and cir- 
culated, And as the Christians in ancient 
times were persecuted as the cause of all the 
evils that befell the Roman ‘empire, so the mis- 
sionaries were regarded as the cause of all the 
evils, fancied or real, which the people felt or 
feared, Still no insult or injury was offered to 
them, and by degrees the excitement subsided.” 


AMERICAN TESTIMONY RESPECTING THE 
STATE OF CHINA. 


A Report issued by some American mission- 
aries at Ningpo, presents a concise and affect- 
ing description of the state of the millions of 
China :— 

“There is no written standard of religious 
belief in China to fix the popular creed. The 
Taouist and the Buddhist priests—especially 
the latter—understand but little of their own 
religious books, and others of course are ignorant 
of their contents. The vulgar superstitions 
float at random upon the popular mind, and are 
handed down by tradition from generation to 
generation. The writings of the philosophers 
treat to some extent of the principles of morality, 
but their religion, if it may be called such, 
embraces only the present life. As to the great 
problems of human existence and human des- 
tiny—the end for which we were brought into 
being, and the future state which awaits us— 
they are silent. The foundation of their system 
is the original purity, and the perfectabi ity of 
human nature. The highest virtue is attain- 
able by the unassisted efforts of the moral 
faculties; and the attainment is urged only 
because it secures present happiness. If there 
be any regard to the favour of heaven, or the 
Supreme Ruler, it has reference to that favour 
chiefly, if not entirely, as experienced in this 
world. The foundation of this morality is hu- 
manity, not deity. Humanity, therefore, is 
exalted into deity. This Principle | extends 
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through all grades of society. That most men 
sometimes do wrong cannot be denied, but the 
depravity of our nature is an idea so opposed to 
all the notions of the Chinese, that it cannot 
even be understood. Few will admit their own 
hearts to be wicked. The aged will com- 
monly acknowledge that in youth they have 
committed indiscretions, but an appeal to a 
white beard is considered a sufficient guarantee 
that the heart is pure from sin, The necessity 
of an atonement, therefore, is not dreamed of, 
and the doctrine will of course be received with 
contempt. 


“The worship of ancestors, which indeed is 
made almost the whole of religion, is but a 
deification of human nature. The same prin- 
ciple may perhaps account in part for the very 
general prevalence of hero worship, and the 
great number of deified men. Ofthe numerous 
temples which meet the eye in every direction, 
a large proportion consists of those which have 
been erected by families or individuals in 
honour of their own immediate ancestors, or by 
the people of the district in honour of men who 
for eminent services to the country have been 
elevated to the rank of gods. These temples 
are but little frequented, and are commonly 
closed except on the special occasions on which 
the god receives his appointed honours, An 
instance of such a deification is of recent oc- 
currence, The streets of Shanghae are now 
adorned by a temple, dedicated to the worship 
of a distinguished commander, who fell near the 
city, in an engagement with the English troops, 
during the late war. It is a little singular that 
while countless names of lesser note are ho- 
noured with the title of deity, Confucius is 
never spoken of as such, though in every 
district a temple is erected to his memory. 


“The gods of the Chinese pantheon for the 
most part bear a national character. But a 
small part can be considered as the exclusive 
property of either of the religious sects. Every 
district has its gods of the land and grain, of 
the hills and valleys, of the springs and foun- 
tains of water, and every city its tutelar deity, 
known as ‘the god of the city wall and ditch,’ 
‘The prominent objects in nature are regarded 
as proper objects of worship. It is no uncom- 
mon sight to see an aged man placing a stick of 
burning incense at the door of his dwelling, 
and then bow reverently towards the four 
points of the compass, in worship of the mate- 
rial heavens, and the earth. A generally pre- 
valent notion is, that if a man is faithful in the 
worship of the Chinese trinity, of heaven, 
earth, and ancestors, it is not of much import- 
ance whether he worship any other god or not. 
In ordinary conversation, the sun and the moon 
are commonly spoken of as Ta Yang poussa 
and Ta Ying poussa—or great male and female 
deities, At the period of the winter solstice, 
there is a general thanksgiving in each family, 
to the god of fire, for the preservation from the 
ravages of the terrible element during the year. 
An expression of thanks, printed on a slip of 
paper, is pasted over the door of each house for 
several days, The god of thunder is feared on 
account of his powers of destruction, and is 
supposed to visit merited vengeance upon those 
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who, having been guilty of high crimes, have 
been able to escape punishment trom men. 
Thus, as in every land where man has been left 
to grope in the dimness of the light of nature, 
God is forgotten, and the creature is honoured 
more than the Creator, 


“But the god who of all others is most 
worshipped in China, as every where else, is 
Mammon. The Chinese are emphatically a 
worldly people. ‘To the world they give the 
real homage of their hearts. They live avow- 
edly for the present life. What is to be their 
state after death they know not, nor do they 
care. The doctrine of the metempsychosis is 
very commonly received, but there are few, if 
any, who entertain any fixed or definite views. 
It is a prevalent notion that man is possessed 
of three souls, of which at death one enters the 
place of departed spirits, another enters the 
tomb with the body, and the third remains 
with the tablet of we deceased, which is wor- 
shipped. Accordingly when a death takes place 
at a distance from the family, priests are 
employed to call back the wandering spirit to 
the family abode, and the tablet of the dead. 
Yet there is a general belief in some kind of 
future rewards and punishments, and when a 
death occurs, priests are almost always called in 
to offer prayers for the soul of the departed.” 


PREPARATORY WORK. 


The first work of missionaries in China is 
that “ preparatory schooling in the knowledge 
of the language and the people, which must 
constitute the foundation of successful labours,” 
To this your brethren devote their principal 
energies. 

Mr. Jarrom refers to his efforts to acquire the 
language, and observes— 

“T trust that in a few months I shall be 
able to send you word that I have opened a 
room for preaching. I am encouraged in my 
attempts to become acquainted with the collo- 
quial of this place, and trust that ere long the 
principal difficulties will be overcome, Brother 
Hudson has the advantage over me in knowing 
so much before he left home. Mrs, Jarrom is 
getting hold of the Janguage in a very encour- 
aging manner. If it please God to spare her, 
and O that it may, I think she will be useful 
among the women.” : 

Mr. Hudson, referring to his studies in 
Chinese, exclaims, 

“© the language! the language is really 
difficult, Learning to speak for me is no 
sinecure, and I suppose most find that it 
requires intense application. But then what 
a privilege when you can do it! what news you 
can tell! what multitudes you may reach, and 
by the blessing of Heaven what good you may 
do! China is the field for missionaries, and in 
years to come, China will be a land of bibles, 
schools, and churches.” 


The sacred volume declares that “the hus- 
bandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the 
earth, and hath long patience for it, until he 
receive the early and latter rain,” This senti- 
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ies wi ‘its emphasis to the spi-| its benighted crowds, and in the form of reli- 
faa Te pasdean ree cultivate weet | gious books scattered much sacred seed, which 
“gather fruit unto life eternal” in the deserts | had been thankfully received. The brethren, 
of heathenism. Much fruit could not be ex-| however, have enjoyed more encouragement 
pected from sucha land as China, within twelve | than this, Already one intelligent and respect- 
months from the missionaries landing there. | able Chinaman appears a convert to the gospel, 
It might seem sufficient encouragement that | He is a learned man, and is Mr. Hudson’s 
they had applied laboriously to the acquisition | Chinese teacher. 
of its difficult language, had begun to address 
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Collection .......cseeeeee ip / 
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Biggleswade— 


Foster, Blyth, Esq... 15 0 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
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0 
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& 38. d. £8 ad 
EL oNeetes HEREFORDSHIRE, 
Collumpton— 
Contributions ......... 210 0| Gorsley— 
Kingsbridge, on account 5 @ 0 CollectionS......0000008 213 0 
Tiverton— Ross— 
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Me Michael, for 
Dovemcc civic kooLe 
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Wem— 
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Bristol, on account, by 
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Burnham— 
Contributions ........ 1 3 3 
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Ipswich, Stoke Green— 
Contributions, for 
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Dorking— 
Contributions, by Miss 
L. Vitou, for Africa 510 0 


WILTSHIRE. 
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Contributions ......... 
Devizes— 

Anstie, Mr. Py ivcncess 
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Juvenile Society, by 


Mic. SmUERLacctencse 2 40 8 


YORKSHIRE. 


Barnoldswick— 
Collection ...roosecrseees 
Meltham— 
Collection 
Contributions 
Millwood— 
Collection .......+ oneeas . 
Contributions 
York— 
Ladies’ Negros’ Soci- 
ety, by Mr. J. Cand- 
ler, for Brown's 
Town Schools........ 6 0 0 
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i 
ao 
ao oo So 


SOUTH WALES. 


South Wales, on ac- 
count, by Rey. B. 


(PPENG ir, wcoseosanesse sees 49 00 
Do., do., by Rey. John 
TOREN .cecseussionemneane 16 00 
GLAMORGANSHIRE. 
Newbridge— 
COMSCLON., sssedeeexerons i 7s 
Contributions ......... 7 1010 


Do., Sunday School 0 4 0 


MonMOUTHSHIRE 
Chepstow— 
rt 2 fs 
Contributions ........ 115 6 
PEMBROKESHIRE. 
Bethlehem— 
Collection ...... vos OLS Oy 
Contributions ......... 010 0 


Haverfordwest, on ac- 
count, by W. Rees, 


BaGic. cote sve tewdeddecesene 20 0 0 
IRELAND. 

Ferbane— 

King, Rev. W..ssvocse ce) 

Letterkenny— 

Contributions ...... w 618 6 
FOREIGN. 

Patna— 

Juvenile Society ...... 317 4 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Baptist Missionary Society will be thankfully 
received by William Brodie Gurney, Esq.,and Samuel Morton Peto, Exsq., M.P., Treasurers, or 
the Rev. Joseph Angus, M.A., Secretary, at the Mission House, 33, Moorgate Street, Loxpon : 
in Epinsureu, by the Rev. Christopher Anderson, the Rev. Jonathan Watson and John 
Macandrew, Esq.; in Grascow, by Robert Kettle, Esq.; in Cancurra, by the Rev. James 
Thomas, Baptist Mission Press; and at New Yorn, United States, by W. Colgate, Esq. 
Contributions can also be paid in at the Bank of England to the account of “ W. B. Gurney 


and others.” 
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BETTER THAN WAS EXPECTED. 


Ir will be remembered, that in the postscript to the last Chronicle it was stated 
that a generous and steady friend to the Society had offered fifty pounds towards 
the expense of stationing an evangelist at Easky or Coolaney, to help Mr. Hamilton 
in the labours of his large district. The opinion of the Committee had not been 
taken then, but a hope was expressed that this offer might lead to such an appoint- 
ment, as a most eligible person had offered his services, backed by the highest 
testimonials, and whose offer was set aside, simply for want of funds. 

The Committee, however, thought it to be their duty, at their last meeting, to 
appoint Mr. McKee, the person before alluded to. On this being coummunicated 
to the friend who had offered the fifty pounds, a remittance to nearly double that 
sum was at once made for this object. The expense of this new arrangement is 
met, by this act of liberality, for the next two years. 

The applications for relief are neither so numerous nor so pressing as was anti- 
cipated. The missionaries are exercising the greatest caution. In every way 
possible they are guarding against abuse, while they are endeavouring to make 
their efforts to relieve the really necessitous, bear on the great work. Wherever 
it is practicable, they are giving employment ; but this is a great difficulty in their 
peculiar position. Night-schools have been again established in Mr. Berry’s 
district ; and while a considerable number of children are receiving instruction, 
several members of the church, living in remote districts, are usefully employed, 
and what they are paid for such employment affords great relief to them, and in 
the best form. 

_ And, considering the state of commerce, the contributions are more regular and 
to a greater amount than was at all expected three months ago. We do not mean 
they are equal to the current expenditure ; but a great falling off was anticipated. 
We hope those churches who have not yet had their collections will speedily 
arrange for them ; especially some of those in London. Here there has been a 
falling off. Two months yet remain before the accounts close. There is yet time 
to do what is necessary. We trust the hint will be taken. But we entreat all 
our friends to forward their contributions as early in this month, and in March, as 


possible. 


Our readers are aware that the Clon-| and two at Bonley. The congregations in 
-mel station has required great perse- the latter place were much larger than at any 
-verance and labour. Having been given former visit. There is a spirit of inquiry 
‘up for a time, and then resumed occa- awakened both among nominal Protestants 
ssionally, as some brother could be de- and Romanists. 

‘tached for a week or two from his CLONMEL. 

«Sphere, it has been prosecuted under} Jn this place some of the most regular at- 
sgreat disadvantage, which Mr. Witson | tendants are Romanists ; one of these, though 
thas scarcely yet been able to remove. | still bearing the name, comes every Lord’s 
. His last report assumes a more cheerful] day evening. About a fortnight ago, while 


stone, and he evidently is somewhat en- explaining {the passage, I say wnto thee, that 

scouraged. thou art Peter; but upon this rock, &c., he 
listened with profound attention. 

ae ODE eran On On the whole our congregations are stea- 


I have just returned from Kilcooley hills, | dily increasing, especially on the sabbath 


having held three services, one at Raneghane, evenings. Several families are beginning to 
R 
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come regularly who used to come only occa- 
sionally ; and though we have had no addition 
by baptism this quarter, yet there is good 
reason for thankfulness and hope. 


The removal of a pastor, and the 
settlement of another, are often trying 
eventsto a church. From Coleraine Mr. 
Eccies has removed to Belfast, with the 
cordial good feeling of all his friends, 
and Mr. Brown, A.M., of Glasgow Uni- 
versity, has taken the oversight of the 
church, at the unanimous request of all 
the members. 


A GOOD INCREASE. 


With respect to the church, Mr. Brown 
writes, Dec. 16, I am glad to inform you that 
I have had the pleasure of baptizing another 
candidate. This is the eleventh since I came 
here, rather more than six months ago. 


Joun Nasu still goes on with his work 
diligently, notwithstanding advancing 
age. Placed at Tarbert, in Kerry, he is 
very far away from any missionary, since 
Mr. Thomas’s removal to Moate, and has 
to labour wholly alone, and unsupported 
by the sympathy and counsel of a super- 
intendent. 


A PRIEST’S PLEA FOR MONEY. 


In a recent journey I went into a house at 
G , where I found many people waiting 
for a heavy rain to pass over. I pulled out 
my Testament, and began reading Luke xxiv. 
One man said, “ that is fine reading;” another 
asked, “ why does not the priest tell us those 
things ?”” One replied, “ his sermon last Sun- 
day was that we all should give money ac- 
cording to our ability, to forward to the pope 
to celebrate so many high masses to liberate 
the great Mr. O’Connell out of purgatory, 
and to build a monument for him.” Wehad 
a long argument on this subject, some left to 
go to Limerick in a boat, but some waited to 
bear more reading. 


A SUDDEN AND AFFECTING CALAMITY. 


While I was reading and making remarks, 
one of those present exclaimed, “ Listen to 
the cries from the shore, there is some alarm!” 
We hastened down to the sea-side, which was 
only two fields distant, and there we found 
that one of the boats, after having her pas- 
sengers on board, had pulled her anchor from 
the effects of a strong gale, struck against 
a rock, was upset, and all her passengers, ex- 
cept one who was picked up bya boat, which 
had pushed off to render help, met a watery 
grave. 


— 


. 


The reports from the readers still 
speak of the eagerness of many Roman- 
ists to hear the scriptures, and to com- 
pare the doctrines of the church of Rome 
with the word of God. __In many cases 
the sole authority of the scriptures is 
freely admitted. 


NO PURGATORY. 


In the neighbourhood of B ,says J. M. 
I entered a cabin where there were several 
Romanists. At the request of one I read 
1 Cor. iii. He wished for some conversation 
on purgatory. After remarking on the chap- 
ter, all said those views were satisfactory, and 
there was no need of further argument. One 
observed, “I disbelieve purgatory, for I see 
no right proof of it in the scriptures, and if 
seems to me to be only brought into the 
church for money-making purposes.” After 
a long’and I hope profitable conversation, all 
readily joined with me in prayer. 


The following communication from 
Mr. Bates will be read with interest. 
He and his friends are doing their ut- 
most to get up a meeting-house. In the 
mean time he is pushing on the work 
with devotedness and zeal. 


A MISSIONARY VISIT. 


Banbridge-— A short time ago a friend 
came eight miles from the country, and re- 
quested that I would go and preach in his 
neighbourbood. Arrangement was made, and 
I went. 

The day was very wet, but a good congre- 
gation assembled in a school-house. They — 
expected to have a sermon on baptism, but I 
preached the gospel. When the service was 
over I asked, “ Would you like to hear some- 
thing about baptism ?” They said, “ Yes.?? 
I had some conversational intercourse, dis- 


tributed tracts, and promised to be back that 
night month. 


CLERICAL OPPOSITION. 


The tracts spread, the people were reading, — 
talking, and inquiring on the subject, angiously — 
waiting for the next visit. But, lo and be- 
hold, the clergyman hears of it, gets hold of 
some of the tracts, visits the people, charges 
them not to come, and will not allow another 
conyenticle to be held in the school-house. 


INDEPENDENCE OF MIND, 


The day arrived and I was early on the. 
spot. A barn, without seats, was opened, and 
as the people had to stand, it held the more, 
They listened with attention. A lady who 
was either sent by the clergyman or came of. 
her own accord, was there to take notes of 
the sermon. After service I asked, “* Have 
you any objections to make, if so, I will an=_ 


*f, 
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swer them?” One man inquired, “If re- 
pentance, &c. goes before baptism, what will 
those do for baptism who never repent at all ?” 

_ I stated the gospel and asked him in return, 
“ What will such a person do for heaven?” 
He thought mine the more important question 
of the two. 

I distributed about 300 tracts on the gospel, 
popery, baptism, and dissent. The lady was 
very desirous to have a few, and I gave her a 
supply. The people still lingered. “I will 
come this night month again, if I can get a 
place to preach in,’ I said. One of the 
company said, “ You may have my barn,” 
Thus we ever learn that state churches are 
opposed to a spirit of free inquiry, love the 
regions of darkness, cherish a spirit of perse- 
cution, and dread nothing so much as the 
spread of the gospel, the light of heaven, and 
the energy of Divine truth. 


Miss Hamitton, who cheerfully assists 

her father in distributing relief, and 

_ visiting and inspecting the schools, and 

whose self-denying exertions we are glad 

to have an opportunity of properly no- 
ticing, speaks in a recent letter of 


THE SATISFACTORY STATE OF THE SCHOOLS. 


Generally speaking the condition of the 
schools was very encouraging. I was agree- 
ably surprised to get such clear statements of 
the way of salvation from some of the most 
uncouth-looking children I ever beheld. 

Our Sunday-school goes on pretty steadily, 
considering the great severity of the weather. 


Among the many striking facts which 
the reports of our agents continually 
supply, there is no one so prominent as 
the growing distrust of priestly power, 
and efficacy of forms, to secure salvation. 
The readers who mingle so much among 
the poorer classes find this feeling in- 
creasing. Pat. Brennan's letter supplies, 
with many more, the following 


- EXAMPLE: OF THIS SPIRIT. 


I find many of the Romanists dissatisfied 
with the old system. They think but little 
of what the priests say, and as they had the 
keeping of their consciences, we may expect 
good will be more extensively done. ; 

A man named C—— has been in the habit 
of coming to my house, for some time past. 
On his last visit, he said his object in coming 
so often was to hear the scriptures read ; “ for,” 
said he, “I did not go to mass for two years, 
and now I think it is time for me to go to 
some place of worship.” I told him that 
changing from place to place would be of very 
little value unless the heart was changed by the 
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Spirit of God. I gave him tracts, and pro- 
mised to get him a bible. He told me there 
were many Romanists whom he knew would 
gladly leave the church of Rome, but for the 
dread of priestly persecution and violence. 


A GOOD RESOLUTION MAINTAINED. 


On my return from C I called to see a 
man named § , to whom I had given a 
Testament about twelve months since. He 
and his wife were glad to seeme. When the 
priest found out he was reading the Testa- 
ment, he came to him, and asked if it were 
true. “ Yes,” said S——, ‘‘I do read a 
little.” “ But you must not,” said the priest. 
“ Why is that ?” asked S$ “You know 
that you, and such persons as you, are not 
able to understand it.” “I beg your pardon,”’ 
said S ; “God has not given a revelation 
of his blessed will to us, which we cannot 
understand.” ‘Qh,’ replied the priest, 
“JT see you are determined to persevere.” 
« Yes,” said S-——, “I will read the word of 
God as long as he is pleased to give me life to 
do so.” 


THE SCHOOLS. 


T found the children making good progress. 
It would do credit to some members of a Chris- 
tian church to be able to give such scriptural 
answers as some of these little ones did to 
questions I put to them respecting the leading 
truths of the gospel. 


Mr. M‘Apam refers to several parties 
who have openly avowed their surrender 
of Romish doctrines. The views and 
feelings of these parties may be chiefly 
referred to the conduct of the priests 
during the late famine, and the zeal and 
benevolence of Christian missionaries in 
visiting, relieving, and instructing the 
poor. 


A NATURAL CONCLUSION. | 


M. C—— has declared his intention of 
quitting the church of Rome. TI asked his 
reasons. He said the priests were hard- 
hearted, and were abusing and tyrannizing 
over the people. And seeing the tenderness 
and charity of protestants, he was led to 
believe that the difference must be in their 
opinions. 

Last night another of the same class came 
to me and said the priest came into the 
village, and sent his men into the garden, 
who took up some of his best oats; but his 
wife tore it from their backs, and said, “ You 
shall have no more here.” ' 

As so many haye come to me recently with 
similar statements, I conclude that God has 
overruled these trials we have had for good; 
and that a great work is silently going on. 
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Mr. Tuomas lately took a tour from 
Moate among his old stations in the 
Limerick district. He seems to have 
experienced a cordial reception from 
his old friends, and his letter shows that 
he had 


A PROFITABLE JOURNEY. 


I had great pleasure in preaching, last 
week, the unsearchable riches of Christ. Eight 
services were held, and I enjoyed my work 
much. On the Monday I preached at 
Ferbane to a good congregation. The next 
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day I was off to Clonola, and Mount Shannon 
in Galway, and preached twice. The people 
filled three rooms. 
distances across the ditches, On Thursday I 
had a good congregation at Banagher, county 
Tipperary. 

Of the school at Clonola I can speak very 
highly, as I carefully inspected it. The chil- 
dren were much improved in every depart- 
ment. There were forty-eight present, twenty- 
four of whom could read the scriptures well, 
and thirteen repeated ninety-seven chapters, 
which they had committed to memory during 
the quarter. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


We are very anxious to have the collecting arrangements which belong to the 
present year, financially, which closes in March, determined as soon as possible. 
Gloucestershire, Warwickshire, Birmingham, and Liverpool, are among the chief. 


Will our brethren in these districts get this matter settled speedily : 


We beg 


them to do so, for reasons which we need not specify, but which are bth obvious 


and important. 


CONTRIBUTIONS SINCE OUR LAST. 


GENERAL PURPOSES. 

: £ 8d. d 
Nottingham, sundries, by J. Heard, Esq... 1 6 0 Halstead, collection 0 
London, Mr. Cockshaw..........sssssssssseseeees 0 5 0} Earls Colne, ditto .. 6 

Regent Street, by Mrs. Bennett. 1 5 9 | Bures i 0 

F. M., by Rev. Geo. Prichard 0 5 0 

CadDy, Si, Hund caaveuxcercs ses Ld 6 0 
Norwich, Miss Davy.......... 500 0 
Collingham, Mrs. Nicholls . Le-Geog 0 
Cupar, Fife, Mr. Sharp..., a BG 0 
Cambridge, W. J. .......... 5 00 
Berwick-on-Tweed, collec 6 Dy Mite, “Piet eee 10 8 6 

Missionary Society... 20 0 Flint, Mr. A..ctisss ecco Ga 

Ford Forge, by Mr. B « pth AO a) Flint, Mr. B. F. aad 0D 

—— 4 6 0 Flint, Miss....... iene. a 1 
Neweastle-on-Tyne, collection... 7 9 0 Flint, Mr. T... oe Ola Oe 
Subs., per Rey. G@. Sample. 6 0 0 Howland, Mr. bios. AOE 
: , —-13 9 0 West, Mr...... rere: ea De 
South Shields, subscriptions ...........c..c0000 Ss 10 Carter, Mr, 010 0 
North Shields, ditto 310 0 ryt ok San 16 8 6 
Braintree, collection,.,... 73. 6 7 
Thanks to Mrs, Cozens for a parcel for Ballina. * 


Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the Treasurer, Epwarp Satu, Esq. 


60, Old Broad Street; Rey. J. Anaus, and by the Secret 


the Mission House, 
Kingdom, 


ary, Mr. Frederick TRESTRAIL, at 


Moorgate Street; and by the pastors of the churches throughout the 


COLLECTOR FOR LONDON, REV. Cc. WOOLLACOTT, 
31, Gloucester Srreut, QUEEN’s Seuare. 


J, HADDON, PRINTER, CASTLE STREET, FINSBURY, 


Many came considerable 


